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1. Introduction 
 
 

1.1 Introduction  

 

The public transport market has undergone significant change over the last ten years in Ireland. From 

having seen overall passenger journeys rise substantially to a high in the period 2005 – 2007, the 

trend then changed dramatically as journey levels fell abruptly as the fortunes of the economy 

deteriorated. Total passenger journeys have once again begun to grow; however, this can mask the 

fact that there are many ongoing changes constantly occurring within the public transport market. 

 

Expressway is the brand name for Bus Éireann’s commercial intercity network of bus services. These 

services are licensed by the National Transport Authority under the provisions of the Public Transport 

Regulation Act, 2009 and the Authority’s published ‘Guidelines for the Licensing of Public Bus 

Passenger Services’1. Similar to other commercial bus operators under license to the Authority, Bus 

Éireann receives no Public Service Obligation (PSO)2 compensation for the provision of Expressway 

services. 

 

J.J. Kavanagh Coaches also provides a number of intercity bus services that are licensed by the 

Authority and they operate on a commercial basis, receiving no PSO compensation.  

 

The Authority regularly receives amendments to operators’ licences that can involve changes to the 

timetable, frequency, or stops served on the licence. Both Bus Éireann’s Expressway and J.J. 

Kavanagh & Sons have requested such amendments. It should be noted that when these 

amendments are received, there is no legislative framework to refuse a request for an amendment 

where the Authority considers there would be no adverse impact on any other commercial or 

contracted (PSO) service.  

 

This report addresses in particular Bus Éireann Expressway Route 7 north of Clonmel. The towns 

south of Clonmel that are currently served by Route 7 will be addressed in summary form. 

 

                                                           
1
 Available here: http://www.nationaltransport.ie/downloads/guidelines_for_licensing_public_buses.pdf 

2 ‘public service obligation’ means a requirement defined or determined by a competent authority in order to ensure public 

passenger transport services in the general interest that an operator, if it were considering its own commercial interests, 
would not assume or would not assume to the same extent or under the same conditions without reward.(REG. 1370/2007)  
 

 

http://www.nationaltransport.ie/downloads/guidelines_for_licensing_public_buses.pdf
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1.2 Operating Environment 

 

The economic climate over the last number of years has been challenging for passenger transport 

companies generally as they have been experiencing falling passenger demand resulting in reduced 

revenues, while simultaneously experiencing increases in costs, e.g. fuel. However, these conditions 

have begun to change and a better economic outlook should see growth returning in passenger 

journeys. 

 

The improvement in road infrastructure between major towns and cities has had a variety of 

impacts. Car journey times between town and cities have fallen substantially and this has posed a 

challenge for the public transport alternatives. A number of operators have reacted by taking greater 

advantage of the improved road infrastructure to reduce their journey times and offer more direct 

services. This has resulted in a more attractive offer for end to end travellers; however, it has also 

meant that some operators have sought to withdraw from locations along the route so as to keep 

journey times short or because the level of demand at these locations is low. 

 

1.3 Recent Licensing History  
 

Bus Éireann Expressway Route 7 service 

Bus Éireann currently operate Expressway Route 7, Licence 11181 from Cork (Parnell Place) to Dublin 

Airport serving Cork, Rathcormac (Sunday only), Fermoy, Mitchelstown, Ballyporeen, Clogheen, 

Cahir, Ardfinnan and Clonmel. From Clonmel the following locations are also served: Clonmel Rail 

Station, Kilsheelan, Carrick-on-Suir, Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny Ormonde Road, Kilkenny Train 

Station, Paulstown, Muine Bheag, Royal Oak Cross, Leighlinbridge Cross, Carlow I.T., Carlow Barrack 

Street, Castlecomer, Crettyard, Newtown Cross, Ballylinan Cross, Athy, Kilcullen, Naas, Dublin 

Busáras and Dublin Airport, and a return offering to most of these locations except Dublin Airport 

and Muine Bheag. It should be noted that some of these locations are served by as little as one 

service a day, see Appendix A. 

 

Following a licence amendment application from Bus Éireann, they now intend to operate their re-

numbered Expressway Route X7 from Clonmel Rail Station, Clonmel M&S, Grangemockler, Callan, 

Kilkenny Ormonde Road, Kilkenny Train Station, Newlands Cross, Heuston Station, Custom House 

Quay (Busáras) and Dublin Airport and return. Focusing on services between Clonmel and Dublin, this 

will result in Rathcormac (Sunday only), Kilsheelan, Carrick-on-Suir, Paulstown, Muine Bheag, Royal 

Oak Cross, Leighlinbridge Cross, Carlow I.T., Carlow Barrack Street, Castlecomer, Crettyard, Newtown 

Cross, Ballylinan Cross, Athy, Kilcullen and Naas, no longer being served by Bus Éireann’s Expressway 
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Route X7, with all services being extended to Dublin Airport. This licence has now been granted and 

the timetable is included in Appendix B.  

The route change incorporates the company’s intention to reorganise and rationalise the services 

from Clonmel to Dublin, so as to operate exclusively a timetable of limited stop services. The existing 

licence 11181 (Route 7) has 42 services from Clonmel to Dublin and return (43 from Kilkenny and 42 

to Kilkenny), whereas Bus Éireann’s new Route X7 has 56 services in each direction from Clonmel to 

Dublin City and Airport. 

 

J.J. Kavanagh’s (Kenneally’s) Tramore to Dublin Airport service, Licence 03119 (Route 736) 

Kenneallys Bus Service Ltd (T/A JJ Kavanagh & Sons) provides commercial Route 736 between 

Tramore and Dublin Airport via Waterford and Dublin City. The Authority granted an amendment to 

this licence which incorporated adjustments to the timetable, the introduction of faster, more direct 

services and a reduction in the service being provided to a number of intermediate locations 

including Mullinavat, Ballyhale, Thomastown, Gowran, Paulstown, Leighlinbridge, Castledermot, 

Kilcullen and Naas. The company introduced this change on 5 January 2015. 

J.J. Kavanagh’s (Avalen) Clonmel to Dublin Airport service, Licence 95149 (Route 717) 

Avalen’s Clonmel to Dublin service served the following locations: Clonmel, Kilsheelan, 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Castlecomer, Ballylynan, Athy, Kilcullen, Naas, Luas Red Cow, Dublin 

– Eden/George’s Quay and Dublin Airport. They ran the same timetable Monday to Sunday and they 

ran six services in each direction. 

 

Avalen made an application which was granted in late November  to run seven services in each 

direction Monday to Sunday but they also intended to run a much more direct service that would no 

longer serve a number of the locations previously served. The locations that would no longer be 

served included Castlecomer, Ballylynan, Athy, Kilcullen and Naas.  This offer was accepted; however, 

in early January 2015, Avalen submitted an additional amendment application requesting a Set-Down 

Only stop at Heuston Station.  An offer including this additional stop was made but the amended 

service was not implemented. In April Avalen made a further application which was granted to retain 

four of their services as multi-stop and these services would continue to serve Castlecomer, 

Ballylynan, Athy, Kilcullen and Naas. The new timetable for Avalen (JJ Kavanagh & Sons) Route 717 is 

attached in Appendix C. This licensed service is being operated to this timetable since 25th May 

2015. 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

Bus Éireann’s current Cork to Dublin service (Route 7) 

 

 

 

 

1.4 Current Status  

 

Bus Éireann’s Expressway Route 7 

Although Bus Éireann continues to operate the Route 7 in accordance with the older timetable, see 

Appendix A, they have now been granted a licence the timetable of which is outlined in Appendix B. 

They propose commencing to operate the new timetable on 28th June 2015 and they will no longer 

run their existing multi-stop service between Cork and Dublin (licence number 11181) but will switch 

to the Clonmel to Dublin Airport X7 service.  
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2. Route analysis and travel solutions 

2.1  Alternative services and travel solutions 

 

There is a varying level of public transport services available in the locations affected by the 

withdrawal of Bus Éireann’s Route 7 service along the Cork via Clonmel to Dublin corridor. These 

have been outlined below.  

 

2.1.1 Bus Éireann’s Expressway Route 7 

 

Fermoy 

To/from Dublin 

 Bus Éireann’s X8 Cork to Dublin service stops here six times daily Monday to Sunday in both 

directions (Commercial licensed service) 

Interregional 

 Bus Éireann’s Route 245 Mitchelstown/Fermoy to Cork service stops here seventeen times 

daily Monday to Friday, fifteen times daily on Saturday and six times daily on Sunday 

travelling in both directions (NTA contracted PSO service) 

Local services 

 A number of rural transport services from the hinterland into Fermoy including Rathcormac 

(Thursday service) 

 

Mitchelstown 

To/from Dublin 

 Bus Éireann’s X8 Cork to Dublin service stops here six times daily Monday to Sunday in both 

directions (Commercial licensed service) 

Interregional 

 Bus Éireann’s Route 245 Mitchelstown/Fermoy to Cork service stops here seven times daily 

Monday to Saturday and twice daily on Sunday travelling in both directions (NTA contracted 

PSO service) 

Local services 

A number of rural transport services from the hinterland into Mitchelstown. 

 

 

Ballyporeen 

To/from Dublin 
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 none 

Interregional 

 none 

Local services 

 Rural transport service operated by Ringalink connecting Clonmel to Ballyporeen, Clogheen, 

Ballylooby, Kilcoran, Burncourt, Ardfinnan, Grange, Goatenbridge, Newcastle, Knocklofty five 

times a day Monday to Saturday 

 

Clogheen 

To/from Dublin 

 none 

Interregional 

 none 

Local services 

 Rural transport service operated by Ringalink connecting Clonmel to Ballyporeen, Clogheen, 

Ballylooby, Kilcoran, Burncourt, Ardfinnan, Grange, Goatenbridge, Newcastle, Knocklofty five 

times a day Monday to Saturday 

 

Cahir 

To/from Dublin 

 Bus Éireann’s X8 Cork to Dublin service stops here six times daily Monday to Sunday in both 

directions (Commercial licensed service) 

Interregional 

 Bus Éireann’s Route 55 service stops here eight times daily Monday to Sunday with two 

additional services on Friday travelling in both directions (Commercial licensed service – no 

change proposed) 

 JJ Kavanagh’s NUG07 Waterford to Galway service operates one service in each direction on 

Friday and Sunday only. (Licensed commercial service) 

 Iarnród Éireann Waterford to Limerick service stops here once daily Monday to Sunday in 

both directions, with connections in Limerick junction for travel to Dublin (NTA contracted 

PSO service) 

 

Local services 

 none 

 

Ardfinnan 
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To/from Dublin 

 None 

Interregional 

 none 

Local services 

 none 

 

Clonmel 

To/from Dublin 

 Bus Éireann’s amended Expressway Route X7 service will stop here eight times daily Monday 

to Sunday in both directions (Commercial licensed service) 

 JJ Kavanagh’s Route 717 Clonmel to Dublin operates from here with six services per day in 

each direction Monday to Sunday (Commercial licensed service) 

Interregional 

 Bus Éireann’s Route 55 service stops here eight times daily Monday to Sunday with two 

additional services on Friday travelling in both directions (Commercial licensed service – no 

change proposed) 

 Iarnród Éireann Waterford to Limerick service stops here once daily Monday to Sunday in 

both directions, with connections in Limerick junction for travel to Dublin(NTA contracted 

PSO service) 

 Bus Éireann’s Route 367 Waterford to Clonmel service stops here two times daily Monday to 

Saturday travelling towards Clonmel and three times daily Monday to Saturday travelling 

towards Waterford (NTA contracted PSO service) 

Local services 

 Rural transport service operated by Ringalink connecting Clonmel to Slieveardagh and return 

service operates once per week 

 Rural transport service operated by Ringalink connecting Clonmel to Ballyporeen, Clogheen, 

Ballylooby, Kilcoran, Burncourt, Ardfinnan, Grange, Goatenbridge, Newcastle, Knocklofty five 

times a day Monday to Saturday 

 

 

Kilsheelan 

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Route 717 Clonmel to Dublin service stops here 6 times daily Monday to 

Sunday in both directions (Commercial licensed service) 

Interregional 
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 Bus Éireann’s Route 55 service stops here eight times daily Monday to Sunday with two 

additional services on Friday travelling in both directions (Commercial licensed service – no 

change proposed) 

Local services 

 Bus Éireann’s Route 367 Waterford to Clonmel service stops here two times daily Monday to 

Saturday travelling towards Clonmel and three times daily Monday to Saturday travelling 

towards Waterford (NTA contracted PSO service) 

 

Carrick-on-Suir 

To/from Dublin 

 None 

Interregional 

 Iarnród Éireann Waterford to Limerick service stops here once daily Monday to Sunday in 

both directions, with connections in Limerick junction for travel to Dublin(NTA contracted 

PSO service) 

 Bus Éireann’s Route 55 Limerick to Waterford service stops here ten times daily Monday to 

Saturday and eight times daily on Sunday travelling in both directions(Commercial licensed 

service) 

Local services 

 Bus Éireann’s Route 367 Waterford to Clonmel service stops here four times daily Monday to 

Saturday travelling towards Clonmel and five times daily Monday to Saturday travelling 

towards Waterford (NTA contracted PSO service) 

 Rural Transport service operated by Ring-a-Link to Clonmel, five services per day Monday to 

Friday with four services on Saturday serving Owning, Faugheen, Ahenny, Kilcash, Ballyneill, 

Newtown, Piltown, Grangemockler, Ninemilehouse, Tullahought, Windgap. 

 

Paulstown 

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Tramore to Dublin Airport Route 736 service stops here 4 times daily Monday 

to Sunday travelling to Dublin and 5 times daily Monday to Sunday when travelling to 

Waterford; however, the first early morning service from Waterford to Dublin serves Luas 

Red Cow and Dublin Airport but not Dublin City(Commercial licensed service) 

Interregional 

 Bus Éireann’s Route 73 Waterford to Longford service stops here 2 times daily Monday to 

Saturday and 1 time daily on Sunday travelling in both directions (NTA contracted PSO 

service) 
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Local services 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Carlow to Kilkenny Route 873 service stops here 2 times daily Monday to 

Saturday in both directions(Commercial licensed service) 

 Kenneally’s Carlow to Limerick via Kilkenny service ITC03 once on Friday and Sunday im each 

direction 

 Rural transport service operated by Ring-a-link once per week from Carlow to South Carlow 

serving Myshall, Tom Duff, Killedmond, Rathanna, Ballymurphy, Graiguenamanagh, Ullard, 

Borris, Goresbridge, Paulstown, Bagenalstown, Old Leighlin 

 Rural transport service operated by Ring-a-link once per week from Bagnelstown serving 

Myshall, Nurney, Powerstown, Leighlinbridge, Old Leighlin, Paulstown, Fennagh 

 Rural transport service operated by Ring-a-link once per week from Carlow South to 

Borris/Bagenalstown serving Killedmond, Rathanna, Ballymurphy, Graiguenamanagh, Corries 

Cross, Goresbridge, Paulstown, Leighlinbridge 

 Rural transport service operated by Ring-a-link once per week from Castlewarren Area to 

Kilkenny serving Paulstown, Kellymount, Courleigh, Castlewarren, Freneystown, Johnswell 

 

Muine Bheag (Bagenalstown) 

To/from Dublin 

 Iarnród Éireann’s Dublin to Waterford service stops here seven times daily Monday to 

Saturday and four times on Sunday (NTA contracted PSO service) 

Local services 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Carlow to Kilkenny Route 873 service stops here 2 times daily Monday to 

Friday in both directions (Commercial licensed service) 

 Rural transport service operated by Ring-a-link once per week from Bagnelstown serving 

Myshall, Nurney, Powerstown, Leighlinbridge, Old Leighlin, Paulstown, Fennagh 

 Rural transport service operated by Ring-a-link once per week from Carlow to South Carlow 

serving Myshall, Tom Duff, Killedmond, Rathanna, Ballymurphy, Graiguenamanagh, Ullard, 

Borris, Goresbridge, Paulstown, Bagenalstown, Old Leighlin 

 Rural transport service operated by Ring-a-link once per week from Bagenalstown to New 

Ross serving Leighlinbridge, Old Leighlin, Borris, Ballymurphy, Killedmond, Rathanna, 

Graiguenamanagh, St. Mullens 

 Rural transport service operated by Ring-a-link once per week from Carlow South to 

Borris/Bagenalstown serving Killedmond, Rathanna, Ballymurphy, Graiguenamanagh, Corries 

Cross, Goresbridge, Paulstown, Leighlinbridge    
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Royal Oak Cross 

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Tramore to Dublin Airport Route 736 service stops here 4 times daily Monday 

to Sunday when travelling to Dublin and 5 times daily Monday to Sunday when travelling to 

Waterford; however, the first early morning service from Waterford to Dublin serves Luas 

Red Cow and Dublin Airport but not Dublin City (Commercial licensed service) 

 Bus Éireann’s Route 4 Waterford to Dublin service stops here 6 times daily Monday to 

Sunday travelling to Dublin and a minimum of 9 times daily Monday to Sunday travelling to 

Waterford (Commercial licensed service) 

Local services 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Carlow to Kilkenny Route 873 service stops here 2 times daily Monday to 

Friday in both directions (Commercial licensed service) 

 Kenneally’s Carlow to Limerick via Kilkenny service ITC03 once on Friday and Sunday im each 

direction 

 

Leighlinbridge Cross 

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Tramore to Dublin Airport Route 736 service stops here 4 times daily Monday 

to Sunday when travelling to Dublin and 5 times daily Monday to Sunday when travelling to 

Waterford; however, the first early morning service from Waterford to Dublin serves Luas 

Red Cow and Dublin Airport but not Dublin City (Commercial licensed service) 

 Bus Éireann’s Route 4 Waterford to Dublin service stops here 6 times daily Monday to 

Sunday travelling to Dublin and a minimum of 9 times daily Monday to Sunday travelling to 

Waterford (Commercial licensed service) 

 

Local services 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Carlow to Kilkenny Route 736 service stops here 2 times daily Monday to 

Friday in both directions (Commercial licensed service) 

 Rural transport service operated by Ring-a-link once per week from Bagnelstown serving 

Myshall, Nurney, Powerstown, Leighlinbridge, Old Leighlin, Paulstown, Fennagh 

 Rural transport service operated by Ring-a-link once per week from Bagenalstown to New 

Ross serving Leighlinbridge, Old Leighlin, Borris, Ballymurphy, Killedmond, Rathanna, 

Graiguenamanagh, St. Mullens 
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 Rural transport service operated by Ring-a-link once per week from Carlow South to 

Borris/Bagenalstown serving Killedmond, Rathanna, Ballymurphy, Graiguenamanagh, Corries 

Cross, Goresbridge, Paulstown, Leighlinbridge    

 

 

Carlow I.T. 

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Tramore to Dublin Airport Route 736  service stops here 10 times daily 

Monday to Sunday in both directions; however, the first early morning service from 

Waterford to Dublin serves Luas Red Cow and Dublin Airport but not Dublin City. There is 

also a service that runs from Waterford to Dublin Monday to Friday in each direction 

(Commercial licensed service) 

 Bus Éireann’s Route 4 New Ross to Dublin service stops here 6 times daily Monday to Sunday 

travelling to Dublin and a minimum of 9 times daily Monday to Sunday travelling to 

Waterford (Commercial licensed service) 

Bus Éireann’s Route X4 New Ross to Dublin service stops here 2 times daily Monday to 

Sunday with an additional service on Friday travelling -in Dublin direction only, although the 

early morning of these services serves Dublin Airport and not Dublin City (Commercial 

licensed service) 

Interregional 

 Bus Éireann’s Route 73 Waterford to Longford service stops here 2 times daily Monday to 

Saturday and 1 time daily on Sunday travelling in both directions (NTA contracted PSO 

service) 

Local services 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Carlow to Abbeyleix and Portlaoise Route 825 student service stops here 

twice daily Monday to Friday in both directions  (Commercial licensed service) 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Carlow to Hacketstown Route 874 service also stops here twice daily Monday 

to Friday in College term travelling to Carlow (Commercial licensed service) 

 P.J. Martley’s Carlow IT to Mountmellick service Route ITC04 stops here once daily Monday 

to Friday in college term (Commercial licensed service) 

 

Carlow (Barrack Street) 

Same as Carlow I.T. and including: 

 Iarnród Éireann’s Waterford to Dublin service stops here 9 times daily Monday to Saturday 

and 4 times daily on Sunday travelling to Dublin and 8 times daily Monday to Saturday and 4 

times daily on Sunday travelling to Waterford (Commercial licensed service) 
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Local services 

 Buggy Coaches Castlecomer to Carlow Route 892 service stops here 1 time daily Monday to 

Friday in both directions, twice on Saturday (Commercial licensed service) 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Carlow to Kilkenny Route 873 service also stops here (Commercial licensed 

service) 

 Six separate rural transport routes with different service levels operated by Ring-a-Link serve 

Carlow town and the rural districts around the town 

 Kenneally’s Carlow to Limerick via Kilkenny service ITC03 once on Friday and Sunday im each 

direction 

 

Castlecomer 

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Clonmel to Dublin Route 717 service stops here 4 times daily Monday to 

Sunday in both directions (Commercial licensed service – new amendment operating since 

25th May 2015) 

Local services 

 Buggy Coaches Castlecomer to Carlow Route 892 service stops here twice daily Monday to 

Friday in both directions, twice on Saturday (Commercial licensed service) 

 Buggy Coaches Castlecomer to Kilkenny/Kilkenny Castle Routes 890 and 891 services stop 

here (Commercial licensed services) 

 Local Link demand responsive service Thursday, Friday and Saturday from Castecomer area 

into Castlecomer operated by Ring-a-Link serving Clogh, Crettyard, Moneenroe, Muckalee, 

Coan, Coolbaun, Gorteen, Crettenclogh 

 

Crettyard  

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Clonmel to Dublin Route 717 service stops here 4 times daily Monday to 

Sunday in both directions (Commercial licensed service – new amendment operating since 

25th May 2015) 

Local services 

 Buggy Coaches Castlecomer to Carlow Route 892 service stops here 1 time daily Monday to 

Friday in both directions, twice on Saturday (Commercial licensed service) 

 Local Link demand responsive service Thursday, Friday and Saturday from Castecomer area 

into Castlecomer operated by Ring-a-Link serving Clogh, Crettyard, Moneenroe, Muckalee, 

Coan, Coolbaun, Gorteen, Crettenclogh 
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Newtown Cross 

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Clonmel to Dublin Route 717 service stops here 4 times daily Monday to 

Sunday in both directions (Commercial licensed service – new amendment operating since 

25th May 2015) 

Local services 

 Buggy Coaches Castlecomer to Carlow Route 892 service stops here 1 time daily Monday to 

Friday in both directions, twice on Saturday (Commercial licensed service) 

 

Ballylinan Cross  

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Clonmel to Dublin Route 717 service stops here 4 times daily Monday to 

Sunday in both directions (Commercial licensed service) 

Local services 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Carlow to Abbeyleix and Portlaoise student service stops here 2 times daily 

Monday to Friday in both directions (Commercial licensed service) 

 

Athy 

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Clonmel to Dublin Route 717 service stops here 4 times daily Monday to 

Sunday in both directions (Commercial licensed service) 

 Iarnród Éireann’s Waterford to Dublin service stops here 9 times daily Monday to Saturday 

(two of these is Monday to Friday) and 4 times daily on Sunday travelling to Dublin and 8 

times daily Monday to Saturday (one of these is Monday to Friday) and 4 times daily on 

Sunday travelling to Waterford (NTA contracted PSO service) 

Local services 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Carlow to Abbeyleix Route 825 student service stops here 2 times daily 

Monday to Friday in both directions (Commercial licensed service) 

 Local link service Monday to Friday from Athy to Castledermot, Athy to Kilcullen and from 

Athy to Newbridge. 

 

Kilcullen 

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Clonmel to Dublin Route 717 service stops here 4 times daily Monday to 

Sunday in both directions (Commercial licensed service) 
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 J.J. Kavanagh’s Tramore to Dublin Airport Route 736  service stops here 3 times daily Monday 

to Sunday in Tramore direction and 2 times daily Monday to Sunday in Dublin direction 

(Commercial licensed service) 

 Bus Éireann Route 130 service stops here 2 times Monday to Friday and once on Saturday in 

direction of Kilcullen and 4 times (PSO contracted service) 

Local services 

 Kenneally’s  Newbridge to Kilcullen Route 129 service stops here 11 times daily Monday to 

Saturday in both directions (Commercial licensed service) 

 Local link service from Athy to Kilcullen and from Sallins to Kilcullen 

 

Naas 

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Clonmel to Dublin Route 717 service stops here 6 times daily Monday to 

Sunday in both directions (Commercial licensed service) 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Tramore to Dublin Airport Route 736  service stops here 3 times daily Monday 

to Sunday in Tramore direction and 2 times daily Monday to Sunday in Dublin direction 

(Commercial licensed service) 

 Dublin Coach’s Portlaoise to Dublin Airport service stops here 24 times daily in both 

directions (Commercial licensed service) 

 Iarnród Éireann rail service from Naas/Sallins 

 Bus Éireann Route 126 service operates 31 services Monday to Friday in the direction to Naas 

and 28 services daily Monday to Friday in the Dublin direction with 18 services and 20 

services on Saturday and 12 and 13 services on a Sunday. 

Local services 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Naas to Clane service stops here 11 times daily Monday to Saturday in both 

directions, with some additional off-peak services as well. (Commercial licensed service) 

 Rural transport service operated by Kildare South Dublin Local Link daily Monday to Friday 

serving Dunlavin, Ballymore to Naas. 

 

Crookstown 

Local services 

 South Kildare Community Transport service from Athy and return via Castledermot  stops 

nearby in Ballitore (NTA contracted PSO service) 

 

Castledermot 

To/from Dublin 
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 J.J. Kavanagh’s Tramore to Dublin Airport Route 736  service stops here 4 times daily Monday 

to Sunday travelling towards Waterford and 3 times daily Monday to Sunday and once daily 

Monday to Friday travelling towards Dublin (Commercial licensed service) 

Student service 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Naas to Carlow I.T. route serves Castledermot 3 times daily Monday to Friday 

travelling towards Carlow I.T. and 4 times daily Monday to Friday travelling towards Naas 

during college term only (Commercial licensed service) 

Local services 

 South Kildare Community Transport service runs from Athy to Castledermot twice daily 

Monday to Friday (NTA contracted PSO service) 

 

3. Service Options  

3.1  Route analysis  

 

Links 

In the absence of passenger data, the Authority concludes that Bus Éireann and J.J. Kavanagh are 

withdrawing from some locations or reducing the services to some locations where passenger 

numbers are low. It is also probable that serving some locations has a negative impact on travel 

times because it involves the bus leaving the motorway network and so these towns may no longer 

be served due to relative low passenger numbers in conjunction with the loss of travel time. 

 

As a result of the changes to both Bus Éireann Expressway Route 7 and JJ Kavanagh’s Route 717, a 

number of gaps in services have been identified.  There are a number of key towns whose services to 

main urban centres, educational centres, regional and local centres have been curtailed if not 

removed altogether.  The Authority has examined each of these locations and proposed some 

replacement services. Following consultation with local representatives, at public meetings and 

meetings with Local Working Groups a number of proposals for additional services have been 

devised. 

 

3.2  Service Options  

 

Options for Carrick-on-Suir 

 

Mondays to Fridays towards Dublin 
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0745 Iarnród Éirann rail service to Clonmel arrive 0808 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 1047 - Journey Time 3 hrs 2 minutes 

Current departure 0820 arrive Dublin City 1130 – Journey Time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

 

or 

 

0810 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 0830 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 1047 - Journey Time 2 hrs 37 minutes 

Current departure 0820 arrive Dublin City 1130 – Journey Time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

 

1000 Bus Éireann Route 367 to Clonmel arrive 1025 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 1247 - Journey Time 2 hrs 47 minutes 

Current departure 1020 arrive Dublin City 1330 – Journey Time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

 

1110 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 1130 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 1447 - Journey Time 3 hrs 37 minutes 

No comparable current departure time  

 

1310 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 1330 connect to JJ Kavanagh Route 717 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 16:55 - Journey Time 3 hrs 45 minutes 

Current departure 1220 arrive Dublin City 1530 – Journey Time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

 

1510 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 1530 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 1847 - Journey Time 3 hrs 37 minutes 

Current departure 1520 arrive Dublin City 1830 – Journey Time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

 

1810 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 1830 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 2047 - Journey Time 2 hrs 37 minutes 

Current departure 1750 arrive Dublin City 2110 – Journey Time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

 

 

Mondays to Fridays from Dublin 

 

0715 Bus Éireann Route 7 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 0925 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1010 – Journey time 2 hrs 55 minutes 

No comparable current departure time  

 

1045 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 1315 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1410 – Journey time 3 hrs 25 minutes 

Current departures 0900 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1200 and 1130 arrive 1430 – Journey Time 3 hrs  
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1300 Bus Éireann Route 7 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 1510 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1610 – Journey time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

Current departure 1330 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1630 – Journey Time 3 hrs  

 

1500 Bus Éireann Route 7 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 1710 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1810 – Journey time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

Current departure 1530 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1830 – Journey Time 3 hrs  

 

1700 Bus Éireann Route 7 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 1910 connect with Iarnród Éireann Rail 

Service. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1956 – Journey time 2 hrs 56 minutes 

Current departure 1730 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 2035 – Journey Time 3 hrs 5 minutes 

 

Fridays Only 

1700 Bus Éireann Route 7 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 1910 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 2010 – Journey time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

Current departure 1730 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 2035 – Journey Time 3 hrs 5 minutes 

 

1900 Bus Éireann Route 7 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 2110 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 2210 – Journey time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

Nearest current departure 2030 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 2335 – Journey Time 2 hrs 55 minutes 

 

 

Saturdays towards Dublin 

 

0745 Iarnród Éirann rail service to Clonmel arrive 0808 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 1047 - Journey Time 3 hrs 2 minutes 

Current departure 0820 arrive Dublin City 1130 – Journey Time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

 

or 

 

0810 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 0830 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 1047 - Journey Time 2 hrs 37 minutes 

Current departure 0820 arrive Dublin City 1130 – Journey Time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

 

1000 Bus Éireann Route 367 to Clonmel arrive 1025 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 1247 - Journey Time 2 hrs 47 minutes 

Current departure 1020 arrive Dublin City 1330 – Journey Time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

 

1110 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 1130 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 1447 - Journey Time 3 hrs 37 minutes 

No comparable current departure time  
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1310 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 1330 connect to JJ Kavanagh Route 717 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 16:55 - Journey Time 3 hrs 45 minutes 

Current departure 1220 arrive Dublin City 1530 – Journey Time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

 

1510 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 1530 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 1847 - Journey Time 3 hrs 37 minutes 

Current departure 1520 arrive Dublin City 1830 – Journey Time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

 

1810 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 1830 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 2047 - Journey Time 2 hrs 37 minutes 

Current departure 1750 arrive Dublin City 2110 – Journey Time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

 

Saturdays from Dublin 

 

0715 Bus Éireann Route 7 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 0925 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1010 – Journey time 2 hrs 55 minutes 

No comparable current departure time  

 

1045 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 1315 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1410 – Journey time 3 hrs 25 minutes 

Current departures 0900 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1200 and 1130 arrive 1430 – Journey Time 3 hrs  

 

1300 Bus Éireann Route 7 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 1510 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1610 – Journey time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

Current departure 1330 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1630 – Journey Time 3 hrs  

 

1500 Bus Éireann Route 7 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 1710 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1810 – Journey time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

Current departure 1530 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1830 – Journey Time 3 hrs  

 

1700 Bus Éireann Route 7 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 1910 connect with Iarnród Éireann Rail 

Service. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1956 – Journey time 2 hrs 56 minutes 

Current departure 1730 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 2035 – Journey Time 3 hrs 5 minutes 

 

1900 Bus Éireann Route 7 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 2110 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 2210 – Journey time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

Nearest current departure 2030 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 2335 – Journey Time 2 hrs 55 minutes 

 

 

 

Sundays towards Dublin 

 

0810 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 0830 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 
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Arrive Dublin City 1047 - Journey Time 2 hrs 37 minutes 

No comparable current departure time  

 

0910 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 0930connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 1247 - Journey Time 3 hrs 47 minutes 

Current departure 0920 arrive Dublin City 1215 – Journey Time 2 hrs 55 minutes 

 

1110 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 1130 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 1447 - Journey Time 3 hrs 37 minutes 

Current departure 1150 arrive Dublin City 1445 – Journey Time 2 hrs 55 minutes 

 

1310 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 1330 connect to JJ Kavanagh Route 717 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 16:55 - Journey Time 3 hrs 45 minutes 

Nearest current departure 1450 arrive Dublin City 1745 – Journey Time 2 hrs 55 minutes 

 

1610 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 1630 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 1847 - Journey Time 2 hrs 37 minutes 

Nearest current departure 1450 arrive Dublin City 1745 – Journey Time 2 hrs 55 minutes 

 

1710 Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel arrive 1830 connect to Bus Éireann Route 7 for 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Dublin City and Dublin Airport 

Arrive Dublin City 2047 - Journey Time 3 hrs 37 minutes 

Current departure 1745 arrive Dublin City 2050 – Journey Time 3 hrs 5 minutes 

 

 

Sundays from Dublin 

 

1045 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 1315 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1410 – Journey time 3 hrs 25 minutes 

Nearest current departure 0930 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1220 – Journey Time 2 hrs 50 minutes 

 

1300 Bus Éireann Route 7 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 1510 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1610 – Journey time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

Nearest current departures 1200 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1450  and  1400 arrive 1650 – Journey Time 2 

hrs 50 minutes 

 

1500 Bus Éireann Route 7 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 1710 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1810 – Journey time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

Nearest current departure 1600 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 1920 – Journey Time 3 hrs 20 minutes 

 

1700 Bus Éireann Route 7 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 1910 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 2010 – Journey time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

Current departure 1730 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 2020 – Journey Time 2 hrs 50 minutes 
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1900 Bus Éireann Route 7 from Dublin City to Clonmel arrive 2110 connect with Bus Éireann Route 

55. Arrive Carrick-on-Suir 2210 – Journey time 3 hrs 10 minutes 

Nearest current departure 1945 arrive Carrick-on-Suir 2230 – Journey Time 2 hrs 45 minutes 

 

Note 

Carrick-on-Suir is well connected to Clonmel by Bus Éireann commercial Route 55 supplemented by 

Bus Éireann PSO Route 367 and by a limited rail service. 

 

Following dialogue with local representatives, these options were further developed incorporating 

the provision of a connecting service linking Carrick-on-Suir to Grangemockler for onward travel 

towards Dublin with Bus Éireann Route X7 or JJ Kavanagh Route 717. The timetable and connections 

for this service are located in Appendix E 

 

Options for Castlecomer 

 

Mondays to Fridays towards Dublin 

 

0230 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 to Dublin Airport arrive 0415 (Does not call at Dublin City) 

No change to current service 

 

0635 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Dublin 0850  

No change to current service 

 

0850 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Dublin 1040  

No change to current service 

 

1050 Castlecomer to Dublin arrive 1250 

Procure new service to commence at Kilkenny at 1030 

Current comparable journey 1135 arrive Dublin 1330 BE Route 7. Journey time 1 hour 55 minutes 

 

1320 Castlecomer to Naas arrive 1425 

Change to BE 126 at Naas arrive Dublin 1535. Journey time 2 hours 15 minutes 

Procure new service  

Through fares to be made available 

Current comparable journey 1335 arrive Dublin 1530 BE Route 7. Journey time 1 hour 55 minutes 

 

1813 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Dublin 1950 

No change to current service 

 

Mondays to Fridays from Dublin 

 

0645 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Castlecomer 0825  

No change to current service 

 

0930 BE 126 to Naas change to new service 1040 arrive Castlecomer 1145. Journey Time 2 hours 10 

minutes 



24 
 

Procure new service to commence at Naas at 1040  

Through fares to be made available 

Current comparable journey 0930 arrive Castlecomer 1110 BE Route 7. Journey time 1 hour 40 

minutes 

 

1445 Dublin to Castlecomer arrive 1645 

Procure new service to extend to Kilkenny arrive 1705 

Current comparable journeys 1330 arrive Castlecomer 1530 BE Route 7. Journey time 1 hr 45 

minutes or 1530 arrive Castlecomer 1730 BE Route 7. Journey time 2 hrs. 

 

OR 
 

1600 Dublin to Castlecomer arrive 1800 

Procure new service to extend to Kilkenny arrive 1820 

Current comparable journey 1530 arrive Castlecomer 1730 BE Route 7. Journey time 2 hrs. 

 

1745 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Castlecomer 1930 

No change to current service 

 

2100 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Castlecomer 2230 

No change to current service 

 

2330 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Castlecomer 0055 

No change to current service 

 

 

Saturdays towards Dublin 

 

0230 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 to Dublin Airport arrive 0415 (Does not call at Dublin City) 

No change to current service 

 

0635 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Dublin 0850  

No change to current service 

 

0850 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Dublin 1040  

No change to current service 

 

1050 Castlecomer to Dublin arrive 1250 

Procure new service to commence at Kilkenny at 1030 

Current comparable journey 1135 arrive Dublin 1330 BE Route 7. Journey time 1 hour 55 minutes 

 

1813 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Dublin 1950 

No change to current service 

 

Saturdays from Dublin 

 

0645 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Castlecomer 0825  
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No change to current service 

 

1445 Dublin to Castlecomer arrive 1645 

Procure new service to extend to Kilkenny arrive 1705 

Current comparable journeys 1330 arrive Castlecomer 1530 BE Route 7. Journey time 1 hr 45 

minutes or 1530 arrive Castlecomer 1730 BE Route 7. Journey time 2 hrs. 

 

OR 
 

1600 Dublin to Castlecomer arrive 1800 

Procure new service to extend to Kilkenny arrive 1820 

Current comparable journey 1530 arrive Castlecomer 1730 BE Route 7. Journey time 

 

1745 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Castlecomer 1930 

No change to current service 

 

2100 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Castlecomer 2230 

No change to current service 

 

2330 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Castlecomer 0055 

No change to current service 

 

 

Sundays towards Dublin 

 

0230 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 to Dublin Airport arrive 0415 (Does not call at Dublin City) 

No change to current service 

 

0635 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Dublin 0850  

No change to current service 

 

0850 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Dublin 1040  

No change to current service 

 

1050 Castlecomer to Dublin arrive 1250 

Procure new service to commence at Kilkenny at 1030 

Current comparable journey 1135 arrive Dublin 1330 BE Route 7. Journey time 1 hour 55 minutes 

 

1813 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Dublin 1950 

No change to current service 

 

Sundays from Dublin 

 

0645 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Castlecomer 0825  

No change to current service 

 

1445 Dublin to Castlecomer arrive 1645 
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Procure new service to extend to Kilkenny arrive 1705 

Current comparable journeys 1330 arrive Castlecomer 1530 BE Route 7. Journey time 1 hr 45 

minutes or 1530 arrive Castlecomer 1730 BE Route 7. Journey time 2 hrs. 

 

OR 
 

1600 Dublin to Castlecomer arrive 1800 

Procure new service to extend to Kilkenny arrive 1820 

Current comparable journey 1530 arrive Castlecomer 1730 BE Route 7. Journey time 

 

1745 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Castlecomer 1930 

No change to current service 

 

2100 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Castlecomer 2230 

No change to current service 

 

2330 JJ Kavanagh Route 717 arrive Castlecomer 0055 

No change to current service 

 

 

Following dialogue with local representatives, at public meetings and meetings with the Local 

Working Group these options were further developed and the proposed timetable incorporating the 

additional services to be procured through Castlecomer is attached in Appendix F.  

 

Options for Castledermot 

 

Mondays to Fridays towards Dublin 

 

0755 Castledermot to Naas 0855 

Change to BE 126 at Naas to arrive Dublin 1030  

Procure new service to commence at Carlow at 0735 

Through fares to be made available 

 

1325 Castledermot to Naas 1425 

Change to BE 126 at Naas to arrive Dublin 1535 

Procure new service to commence at Carlow at 1305 

Through fares to be made available 

 

 

Mondays to Fridays from Dublin 

 

0930 BE 126 to Naas change to new service 1035 arrive Castledermot 1135.  

Procure new service to commence at Naas at 1035 and extend to Carlow arrive 1155 

Through fares to be made available 

 

1500 BE 126 to Naas change to new service 1605 arrive Castledermot 1705 
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Procure new service to commence at Naas at 1605 and extend to Carlow arrive 1625 

Through fares to be made available 

 

Following dialogue with local representatives and the local working group, these options were 

further developed including the provision of services on Saturdays and Sundays. The proposed 

timetable incorporating the additional services to be procured for Castledermot is attached in 

Appendix G. 

 

Options for Cork to Clonmel including Clogheen and Ballyporeen, Fermoy & Mitchelstown 

 

In order to replace the links between Cork and Clonmel, the Authority is extending the existing PSO 

contracted service Bus Éireann Route 245 from Mitchelstown to Clonmel with additional link services 

being procured by Cork Locallink office. These services are outlined in Appendix I. 

4. Authority Interventions 
The Authority has taken a number of actions to provide services to address the gap in services 

caused by the change in BÉ Expressway Route 7 and the reduction in JJ Kavanagh’s Route 717 and 

736 services in certain towns. The Authority has procured a number of services as follows: 

 

Castlecomer 

The Authority is in the process of procuring two additional off peak services to be provided to the 

affected areas (one tender per service). One service will operate from Kilkenny to Dublin City every 

day with a second service operating from Naas to Castlecomer on Mondays to Fridays. The detail of 

this service is attached in Appendix H. The tenders are about to be awarded. Bus Éireann has agreed 

to operate this service until the Authority’s contractor has fully mobilised. 

 

The fare table for the service is being developed and a through-ticketing arrangement will be put in 

place with Bus Éireann’s connecting 126 service in Naas. Free Travel passes will be accepted on this 

service. 

 

The combined timetable of the PSO and JJ Kavanagh services through Castlecomer are detailed in 

Appendix F. There are potential connections built into the PSO proposed timetable at Athy with rail 

and at Castlecomer with services provided by Denis Buggy for onward travel to and from Kilkenny. 

The proposed service also serves Naas Hospital. 

 

Castledermot 

The Authority has agreed a timetable of the proposed service for Castledermot following 

representations from the local working group and council representatives. Three additional PSO 
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services from Carlow to Naas are proposed and their timetable is included in Appendix G including 

other services on the corridor and potential links from the service. This service is being procured by 

the Kildare & South Dublin Locallink office on behalf of the Authority.  

 

Carrick-on-Suir 

The Authority is procuring through Carlow- Kilkenny Locallink office a service from Carrick-on-Suir to 

Grangemockler which would link with the new Bus Éireann Expressway Route X7 service and JJ 

Kavanagh’s Route 717. The proposed timetable is attached in Appendix E. 

 

Clonmel to Cork 

Following the withdrawal of Route 7 between Clonmel and Cork, the Authority has agreed to extend 

the PSO route 245 from Mitchelstown to Clonmel on a limited basis. A further consequence is that all 

journeys between Fermoy and Mitchelstown/Clonmel will follow the main road via Kilworth. This 

leaves Kildorrery and Glanworth (previously served) with no service. The Authority has procured 

through Cork Locallink office some local services which will connect with 245 at both Fermoy and 

Mitchelstown for onward travel. This has the added benefit of providing additional services from 

Mitchelstown. These connecting services will have Route number 245C assigned and be included in 

the main BE timetable, a copy of which is attached in Appendix I. 

 

5. Conclusion 
The range and availability of alternative public transport services from the locations affected by the 

withdrawal or reduction of Bus Éireann and J.J. Kavanagh services is considered for most areas to be 

adequate to meet demand.  

The Authority is primarily concerned that transport links that allow the public to access ordinary 

every-day services are available. These socially necessary needs would include being able to reach 

the local market town or urban centre to be able to carry out tasks such as visiting a doctor, dentist 

physiotherapist or optician; be able to go clothes shopping; having access to a greater variety of 

shops selling food or drinks items; possible visit a bookshop or a jewellers where a watch may be 

fixed, et cetera. 

 

The Authority has determined that there is a Public Service Obligation to provide additional services 

in a number of locations as the social need for public transport services is not now being met by the 
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remaining level of services. Those services are now being procured and will be operational over the 

next number of weeks.  

The Authority has extended Bus Éireann Route 245 for people travelling between Clonmel and Cork 

also serving Ardfinnan, Clogheen & Ballyporeen. Local Link Cork will additionally provide services on 

Route 245C giving an enhanced level of service between Mitchelstown and Fermoy via Kildorrery & 

Glanworth.  

The Authority has introduced a new connecting service (Route 817C) provided by Local Link Carlow-

Kilkenny between Carrick-on-Suir and Grangemockler where passengers can change on to Route 717 

provided by JJ Kavanagh & Sons and revised Route X7 provided by Bus Éireann for onward travel to 

Callan, Kilkenny and Dublin City.   

The Authority is also in the process of procuring additional services on Route 817 between Kilkenny 

and Dublin City and between Naas and Castlecomer including serving intermediate locations at 

Moneenroe, Ballylinan, Athy and Kilcullen. To ensure continuity of service for the affected locations, 

temporary arrangements have been put in place for Bus Éireann to provide these services pending 

the completion of the procurement process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



30 
 

 

Appendix A: Current Bus Éireann’s Expressway Route 7 timetable (due to be 

amended shortly) 
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 Appendix B - Bus Éireann amendment to Licence 11181 (BÉ Expressway Route X7) to be commenced 
shortly 
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Appendix  contd. B - Bus Éireann amendment to Licence 11181 (BÉ Expressway Route X7) to be 
commenced shortly 

Monday-Sunday 



36 
 

           Appendix C – Current J.J. Kavanagh Tramore to Dublin Airport timetable, Licence 03119 (R. 736) 

 
Stop Location 

 
M-Su M-Su M-Su M-Su M-Su M-Su M-Su M-Su M-Su M-Su 

Dublin Airport Coach Park, Zone 14 PUO 06:30 09:30 12:45 14:35 16:00 17:00 17:15 19:00 20:30 00:30 

George’s Quay Ulster Bank PUO 07:00 09:45 13:15 15:00 16:30 17:45 17:45 19:30 21:00 00:45 

Dublin Heuston Station PUO 07:05 09:50 13:20 15:05 16:40 17:50 17:50 19:35 21:05 00:55 

Red Cow Luas Stop PUO 07:15 10:05 13:30 15:15 16:50 18:10 18:10 19:45 21:15 01:05 

Naas Storm Cinema --- 07:40 --- --- --- --- --- 18:30 --- --- 01:20 

Naas The Gem --- 07:42 --- --- --- --- --- 18:32 --- --- 01:25 

Naas Post Office --- 07:45 --- --- --- --- --- 18:35 --- --- 01:27 

Kilcullen Hide Out --- 07:55 --- --- --- --- --- 18:45 --- --- 01:40 

Castledermot Phone Box --- 08:20 --- --- --- --- 19:10 19:05 --- --- 02:00 

Carlow Coach Park --- 08:45 11:05 14:30 16:15 18:00 19:20 19:20 20:55 22:15 02:10 

Carlow I.T Otterholt B&B --- 08:50 11:10 14:35 16:20 18:05 19:25 19:25 21:00 22:20 02:13 

Leighlinbridge --- --- 08:55 --- 14:40 --- --- --- 19:35 21:10 --- 02:20* 

Royal Oak Bus Stop --- 09:00 --- 14:45 --- --- --- 19:40 21:15 --- 02:25* 

Paulstown Opp. Silver Weir Inn --- 09:05 --- 14:50 --- --- --- 19:45 21:20 --- 02:30* 

Gowran Opp. Hennessy’s Shop --- 09:10 --- 14:55 --- --- --- 19:55 --- --- 02:35* 

Thomastown Jerpoint Inn --- 09:15 --- 15:05 --- --- --- 20:00 --- --- 02:40* 

Ballyhale Holdens Shop --- 09:20 --- 15:10 --- --- --- 20:05 --- --- 02:50* 

Mullinavat Opp. Brogans --- 09:30 --- 15:15 --- --- --- 20:15 --- --- 03:00* 

Waterford Rapids Cabs Office --- 09:50 12:10 15:40 17:30 19:15 20:30 20:30 22:05 23:20 03:15* 

Waterford I.T --- --- --- --- 17:40 19:20 --- 20:35 22:10 23:30 --- 

Waterford Riverwalk Apartments --- 10:00 12:20 15:50 17:50 19:30 20:40 20:40 22:20 23:40 03:20 

Tramore Al’s Day Shop --- 10:15 --- 16:00 --- --- --- 21:00 --- --- --- 

Restrictions: * Denotes to Set Down Only  PUO – Pick Up Only SDO – Set Down Only 
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  Appendix C – Current J.J. Kavanagh Tramore to Dublin Airport timetable, Licence 03119 (R. 736) contd. 

Stop Location 
 

M-Su M-Su M-Su M-Su M-Su M-Su M-Su M-Su M-Su M-Su 

Tramore Al’s Day Shop --- --- --- --- --- 07:55 --- 10:45 12:50 --- 17:00 

Waterford I.T --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 13:10* 15:10* 17:15* 

Waterford Riverwalk Apartments --- 01:10 --- --- 06:10 --- 09:15 --- 13:15 15:15 --- 

Parnell Street BOI --- 01:30 04:30 05:30 06:30 08:30 09:30 11:15 13:30 15:45 17:25 

Waterford Dooley’s Hotel --- 01:35 04:45 05:35 06:35 08:35 09:45 11:30 13:40 16:00 17:40 

Mullinavat Brogan’s Shop --- --- 05:00 05:40 --- 08:45 --- --- --- --- 17:55 

Ballyhale Holden’s Shop --- --- 05:10 05:50 --- 08:55 --- --- --- --- 18:05 

Thomastown O’Keeffe’s --- --- 05:20 06:00 --- 09:05 --- --- --- --- 18:15 

Gowran Hennessy’s Shop --- --- 05:30 06:15 --- 09:15 --- --- --- --- 18:25 

Paulstown Silver Weir Inn --- --- 05:35 06:20 --- 09:25 --- --- --- --- 18:35 

Royal Oak Bus Stop --- --- 05:40 06:25 --- 09:30 --- --- --- --- 18:40 

Leighlinbridge --- --- --- 05:45 06:30 --- 09:35 --- --- --- --- 18:45 

Carlow I.T Otterholt B&B --- 02:30 05:50 06:35 07:30 09:40 10:40 12:30 14:40 16:55 18:55 

Carlow Coach Park --- 02:35 05:55 06:40 07:35 09:45 10:45 12:40 14:45 17:10 19:00 

Carlow Deans Shop --- 02:40 06:00 06:45 07:40 --- --- --- --- --- --- 

Castledermot Shamrock Bar --- 02:45 06:15 06:55 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

Kilcullen Opp. Hide Out --- --- --- 07:25 --- --- --- --- --- 17:50 --- 

Naas Post Office --- --- --- 07:35 --- --- --- --- --- 18:11 --- 

Naas Poplar Square --- --- --- 07:36 --- --- --- --- --- 18:12 --- 

Naas Storm Cinema --- --- --- 07:40 --- --- --- --- --- 18:13 --- 

Red Cow Luas Stop (Request Stop) SDO 03:40 07:05 08:05 08:45 10:35 11:55 13:40 15:45 18:30 19:45 

Dublin Heuston Station SDO --- 07:15 08:25 08:55 10:45 12:05 13:50 15:55 18:40 19:55 

Dublin Eden Quay SDO --- 07:20 08:40 09:10 11:00 12:15 14:00 16:00 18:50 20:05 

Dublin Airport Coach Park, Zone 14 --- 04:10 07:50 09:10 09:30 11:30 12:45 14:30 16:30 19:30 20:30 

Restrictions: * Denotes Friday Only During College Term  PUO – Pick Up Only SDO – Set Down Only 
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Appendix D – Current J.J. Kavanagh Clonmel to Dublin Airport timetable re Licence 95149 (R. 717) 
 

 Clonmel, Kilsheelan, Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Castlecomer, Crettyard, Newtown Cross, Ballylynan, Athy, Kilcullen, Naas, Luas Red Cow, Dublin Heuston 

Station, Dublin City, Dublin Airport 

 

OUTWARD  Monday – Sunday 

Clonmel – Army Barracks, Davis Rd  01:30 05:30 07:30 09:30 11:30 14:30 17:00 

Kilsheelan – Ormonde Stores  01:40 05:40 07:40 09:40 11:40 14:40 17:10 

Grangemockler – Opp. RC Church  01:50 05:50 07:50 09:50 11:50 14:50 17:20 

Callan – Big Wheel  02:05 06:00 08:05 10:05 12:05 15:05 17:35 

Kilkenny – Ormonde College  02:15 06:15 08:20 10:20 12:20 15:20 17:50 

Kilkenny – Newpark Hotel  02:20 06:20 08:25 10:25 12:25 15:26 17:58 

Castlecomer – Harrington’s Bookmakers  02:30 06:35 08:50 --- --- --- 18:13 

Crettyard – Northbound Bus Stop  02:35 06:40 08:55 --- --- --- 18:18 

Newtown Cross – Opp. R430 Junction  02:38 06:48 09:00 --- --- --- 18:21 

Ballylynan – Murphy’s Pub  02:45 06:50 09:05 --- --- --- 18:30 

Athy – Woodstock Close  02:55 07:00 09:10 --- --- --- 18:40 

Kilcullen Opp. Hideout  03:15 07:25 09:30 --- --- --- 19:00 

Naas – Post Office  03:24 07:34 09:49 --- --- --- 19:09 

Naas – Poplar Pharmacy  03:25 07:35 09:50 --- --- --- 19:10 

Luas Red Cow SDO --- 08:00 10:20 11:50 13:50 16:50 19:25 

Dublin – Heuston Station (DB 4413) SDO --- 08:10 10:30 12:00 14:00 17:00 19:40 

Dublin – Eden Quay SDO --- 08:30 10:40 12:05 14:05 17:05 19:50 

Dublin Airport – Coach Park Zone 14  04:15 08:50 11:10 12:20 14:25 17:25 20:25 
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Appendix Continued 
 

RETURN  Monday – Sunday 

Dublin Airport – Coach Park Zone 14  06:15 10:00 13:00 15:00 17:00 20:30 23:00 

Dublin – George’s Quay PUO 06:45 10:30 13:30 15:30 17:45 21:00 23:30 

Dublin – DB 2637 (Opp. Heuston Station) PUO 06:50 10:35 13:35 15:35 17:50 21:05 23:35 

Luas Red Cow PUO 07:00 10:45 13:45 15:45 18:00 21:15 23:45 

Naas – Poplar Pharmacy  07:25 --- --- --- 18:30 21:35 00:00 

Naas – Opposite Post Office  07:26 --- --- --- 18:31 21:36 00:01 

Kilcullen – The Hideout  07:35 --- --- --- 18:45 21:45 00:10 

Athy – Opp. Castle Inn  08:00 --- --- --- 19:05 22:00 00:30 

Ballylynan – The Old Church  08:05 --- --- --- 19:15 22:10 00:35 

Newtown Cross – O’Sullivan’s Fuels  08:10 --- --- --- 19:20 22:15 00:40 

Crettyard – Southbound Bus Stop  08:20 --- --- --- 19:24 22:22 00:47 

Castlecomer – Holohan’s Shop  08:25 --- --- --- 19:30 22:30 00:55 

Kilkenny – Newpark Hotel  08:45 11:55 14:55 16:55 19:50 22:40 01:05 

Kilkenny – Ormond College  08:50 12:00 15:00 17:00 19:55 22:45 01:10 

Callan – Main Bus Stop  09:05 12:15 15:15 17:15 20:10 23:00 01:30 

Grangemockler – RC Church  09:15 12:25 15:25 17:25 20:25 23:10 01:40 

Kilsheelan – Ormonde Stores  09:25 12:34 15:35 17:35 20:35 23:20 01:50 

Clonmel – Army Barracks, Davis Rd  09:30 12:45 15:45 17:45 20:45 23:30 01:55 
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Appendix E – Options for Carrick-on-Suir 
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Appendix E – Options for Carrick-on-Suir contd. 

 

Saturday

LL JJK 717 IE LL BE X7 LL BE X7 LL BE X7 LL JJK 717 LL BE X7 IE LL BE X7

Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park Depart 07:20 07:45 08:25 10:00 12:00 14:20 16:00 16:50 18:20

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side Depart 07:22 08:27 10:02 12:02 14:22 16:02 18:22

Grangemockler Arrive 07:40 08:45 10:20 12:20 14:40 16:20 18:40

Grangemockler Depart 07:50 08:55 10:30 12:30 14:50 16:30 18:50

Kilkenny Arrive 08:20 09:20 10:55 12:55 15:20 16:55 19:15

Limerick 10:14 18:59

Cork 10:35 19:30

Dublin City Arrive 10:40 10:45 10:52 12:27 14:27 17:05 18:27 20:00 20:47

Dublin Airport Arrive 11:10 11:12 12:47 14:47 17:25 18:47 21:07

LL BE 55 BE X7 LL IE BE X7 LL JJK 717 LL BE X7 LL BE X7 LL BE X7 LL IE

Dublin Airport Depart 06:45 08:45 10:00 12:30 14:30 16:30

Dublin City Depart 07:15 08:00 09:15 10:30 13:00 15:00 17:00 17:00

Cork 08:00 17:20

Limerick 08:25 17:45

Kilkenny Depart 08:47 10:47 12:00 14:32 16:32 18:32

Grangemockler Arrive 09:12 11:12 12:25 14:57 16:57 18:57

Grangemockler Depart 07:40 09:20 11:20 12:35 15:05 17:05 19:05

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side Arrive 07:58 09:38 11:38 12:53 15:23 17:23 19:23

Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park Arrive 08:00 09:40 11:01 11:40 12:55 15:25 17:25 19:25 19:56

Carrick-on-Suir Depart 08:10

Clonmel Arrive 08:30

Notes

LL Local Link Connecting Service 817C

BE X7 Commercial Route X7 provided by Bus Eireann

BE 55 Commercial Route 55 provided by Bus Eireann

JJK 717 Commercial Route 717 provided by JJ Kavanagh

IE Rail Service
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Appendix E – Options for Carrick-on-Suir contd. 

 

  

Sunday

LL BE X7 LL BE X7 LL BE X7 LL BE X7 LL BE X7 LL BE X7

Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park Depart 08:25 10:00 12:00 14:20 16:00 18:20

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side Depart 08:27 10:02 12:02 14:22 16:02 18:22

Grangemockler Arrive 08:45 10:20 12:20 14:40 16:20 18:40

Grangemockler Depart 08:55 10:30 12:30 14:50 16:30 18:50

Kilkenny Arrive 09:20 10:55 12:55 15:20 16:55 19:15

Dublin City Arrive 10:52 12:27 14:27 17:05 18:27 20:47

Dublin Airport Arrive 11:12 12:47 14:47 17:25 18:47 21:07

BE X7 LL BE X7 LL JJK 717 LL BE X7 LL BE X7 LL BE X7 LL

Dublin Airport Depart 06:45 08:45 10:00 12:30 14:30 16:30

Dublin City Depart 07:15 09:15 10:30 13:00 15:00 17:00

Kilkenny Depart 08:47 10:47 12:00 14:32 16:32 18:32

Grangemockler Arrive 09:12 11:12 12:25 14:57 16:57 18:57

Grangemockler Depart 09:20 11:20 12:35 15:05 17:05 19:05

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side Arrive 09:38 11:38 12:53 15:23 17:23 19:23

Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park Arrive 09:40 11:40 12:55 15:25 17:25 19:25

Notes

LL Local Link Connecting Service 817C

BE X7 Commercial Route X7 provided by Bus Eireann

JJK 717 Commercial Route 717 provided by JJ Kavanagh
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Appendix F – Options for Castlecomer 
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Appendix F – Options for Castlecomer contd. 
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Appendix F – Options for Castlecomer contd. 
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Appendix F – Options for Castlecomer contd. 
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Appendix G – Options for Castledermot 
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Appendix G – Options for Castledermot contd. 
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Appendix G – Options for Castledermot contd. 
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Appendix G – Options for Castledermot contd. 
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Appendix H – Additional PSO Services 
 

Kilkenny – Dublin service (Monday to Sunday) 

Towards Dublin 

Stopping Places  Departs 

Kilkenny 10:30 

Castlecomer 10:50 

Crettyard 10:55 

Newtown Cross 11:00 

Ballylynan Cross 11:05 

Athy 11:15 

Kilcullen 11:35 

Naas Hospital 11:50 

Naas 11:55 

Luas Red Cow 12:25 

Dublin Heuston 12:40 

Dublin City 12:50 

 

Towards Kilkenny 

 

Stopping Places  Departs 

Dublin City  16:00 

Dublin Heuston  16:05 

Luas Red Cow  16:25 

Naas 16:55 

Naas Hospital   17:00 

Kilcullen 17:15 

Athy 17:35 

Ballylynan Cross 17:45 

Newtown Cross 17:50 

Crettyard 17:55 

Castlecomer 18:00 

Kilkenny 18:20 
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Castlecomer – Naas service (Monday to Friday) 

 

Towards Castlecomer 

 

Stopping Places  Departs 

Naas 10:40 

Naas Hospital   10:45 

Kilcullen 11:00 

Athy 11:20 

Ballylynan Cross 11:30 

Newtown Cross 11:35 

Crettyard 11:40 

Castlecomer 11:45 

 

Towards Naas 

 

Stopping Places  Departs 

Castlecomer 13:20 

Crettyard 13:25 

Newtown Cross 13:30 

Ballylynan 13:35 

Athy 13:45 

Kilcullen 14:05 

Naas Hospital 14:20 

Naas 14:25 
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Appendix I – Changes to Route 245 
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