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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 15:36

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: stephrn bebbibgyon 

Organisation: knocksedsn resident 

Address: 18 molesworth close,knocksedan,swords, county dublin 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

0361

louise.odriscoll
Highlight

louise.odriscoll
Highlight

louise.odriscoll
Highlight



1

Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 13:29

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Celine Blais 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Knocksedan, Swords 

Comments: 

Badly needed bus service, please 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 11:01

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Martin Blake 

Organisation: Resident 

Address: 67 Bunbury Gate Avenue, Swords. Co Dublin 

Comments: 

To whom it Concerns, 

I wish to submit my objection in respect of the proposed Swiftway Bus Rapid Transit – Swords/ Airport to 

City Centre, with particular emphasis upon the selected emerging preferred route for the BRT from the 

R132 at the Estuary Roundabout through the Glen Ellan distributor Road to the proposed terminus in 

Oldtown. 

This section of the proposed route flies in the face of due diligence in respect of proper planning and 

assessment of local transport objectives and requirements as set out by an elected body for an area, which in 

turn will lead to unnecessary and unacceptable impacts upon the receiving environment. 

While the Route Options Assessment Report assesses transport planning policy documents in respect of the 

proposed scheme, and states in its conclusion (Section 2.8) that ‘The need for the scheme is predominantly 

borne out of the need to provide a higher quality, higher capacity public transport service, than currently 

exists, to serve the Swords corridor in the short to medium term in advance of Metro North. BRT is 

identified as serving this purpose and allowing key development areas such as Swords to continue to 

develop in advance of this’. The route selected does not take account of the transport objectives within the 

Fingal Development Plan 2011 to 2017 or the specific objectives of the Oldtown – Mooretown Local Area 

Plan (LAP). 

Within Section 6.2 of the Route Options Assessment Report, where the stage 1 assessment is carried out, a 

specific route option should have been assessed in accordance with the Key Transport objective of the 

Oldtown – Mooretown Local Area Plan, i.e. Section 3.2.7 of the LAP ‘Quality Bus Network’. This quality 

bus network route was based upon an Integrated Traffic Model which was prepared for Swords as part of 

the document ‘Your Swords, An Emerging City, and Strategic Vision 2035’. The absence of this route 

which would have been in accordance with Fingal County Councils transport policy for the local area, 

shows an absence of proper planning assessment within the Route Selection process. 

The preferred route selected for this section of the BRT is also in breach of the Local Area Plans Strategic 

Vision and Development Strategy for the Glen Ellen Road extension, in particular in respect of Section 

3.2‘Movement Strategy and Transportation Infrastructure’, where section 3.2.5 ‘Glen Ellan Main Street’ of 

the LAP sets out the proposed objectives of the LAP for the Glen Ellan Road. The LAP objective is for a 

6m carriageway with cycle facilities, 4m wide footpaths and 1.5m wide tree lined verges, whereas the BRT 

is proposing 13m wide carriageway with 2m wide shared surface cycle facilities, 2m wide footpaths and the 

omission of the tree lined verges. While Section 6.3.2 of the Route Options Assessment Report references 

the LAP, it then proceeds to disregard the requirements and objectives of the LAP without taking due 

cognisance of it as a constraint upon the proposed scheme. 

Through breaching specific objectives of the LAP, e.g. Key Objectives Transport ‘Redesign the Glen Ellan 

Road Extension so that it’s function changes from a distributor road to a main street, which will serve 2 

schools, a large park and Local Centre, in addition to dwellings’the proposed route as planned will have a 

direct and unacceptable impact upon the existing properties which bound the Glen Ellan distributor Road in 

respect of noise, air quality, road safety, transport integration, landscape and visual. 

Through the planned frequency of buses along this route during peak times in conjunction with the traffic 

corridor being moved closer to properties, this will create a noise so loud, so continuous, so repeated, of 
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such duration that it will be in breach of Statutory rights of the residents in accordance with the 

Environmental Noise Regulations 2006. This in addition will be accentuated as the proposed scheme 

removes the existing verge and trees along the distributor road which would have provided some level of 

noise screening (however minor). The route also proposes to run with these bus frequencies past the 2 

existing sensitive receptors in the 2 Primary Schools (Swords Educate Together and Gaelscoil Brian 

Bóroimhe), which will subjected to the unacceptable levels of noise. 

As the Route Options report ignores the transport objectives set out in ‘Your Swords, An Emerging City, 

Strategic Vision 2035’ and seeks to rely on the end to end transport demand modelling carried out in the 

route assessment, it has not taken into account the local traffic vagaries that would be identified had any 

micro-simulation modelling been carried out on the Glen Ellan Distributor Road. 

At present during peak traffic there is bottle necking of traffic seeking to exit the Castleview/ Bunbury Gate 

and Brides Glen estates at peak times. This is in particular due to vehicles dropping off children up to 

Swords Educate Together and Gaelscoil Brian Bóroimhe. This will not be reduced by the BRT as the school 

traffic is internal traffic movements within the Swords area as opposed to the traffic corridor being served 

by the BRT. As such with the addition of buses at 4 minute frequencies this will only add to the inability of 

people trying to exit their estates which in turn will create safety hazards as frustrated drivers seek to speed 

through gaps in the traffic across 2 lanes of traffic. 

Added to this is the increased road safety issue which would have been identified had a Stage F road safety 

audit been carried out as the site lines at the estate entranceways are proposed to be substantially reduced 

due to the increased carriageway width and the proposal to replace the existing footpath/ verge/ segregated 

cycle track (circa 5m) with a 2m footpath. 

Finally, in response to the economic appraisal carried out as part of this route assessment and in particular 

the emphasis in the reliability of the journey time in promotion of the BRT. It is of note that while the BRT 

may replace and improve upon existing public buses, there already exists a private express bus service, 

serving the Glen Ellan distributor road which provides sufficient frequency and reduced travel times in 

comparison to the public bus service. As such there could be no appreciable cost benefit in spending money 

on a service to double up and compete with that already in place. 

Whereas should the final section of the BRT follow that proposed within the Oldtown – Mooretown Local 

Area Plan and the report, ‘Your Swords, An Emerging City, Strategic Vision 2035’ it would complement 

the existing transport provisions to the Swords Area, improving the service to a catchment area not already 

served by a reliable express service and it may make economic sense. 

Yours Faithfully 

Martin Blake 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 10:09

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: danny bolger 

Organisation: Sandford wood residents Association 

Address: sandford wood 

Comments: 

to who it concers,I would like to object to the proposed ,Swords/city centre swiftway route..As this is a busy 

road as it is with a lot of schools and housing around it and would in my opinion cause a big concer for the 

safety of children, in and around the area and bring a bigger volume of traffic on to an already busy road in 

the mornings and evenings.The goverment should think about putting back the proposed rail link 

instead(metro north) 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 13:14

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Paula Boulton 

Organisation: Knocksedan Residents 

Address: Knocksedsn 

Comments: 

Please extend bus service to knocksedan. With having teenagers having to navigate un lathes walkways or 

through woods to access bus service it is a case of an accident perhaps fatal accident waiting to.happen 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 25 November 2014 09:37

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Claire Bradley 

Organisation: NA 

Address: Swords 

Comments: 

While any effort to alleviate the desperate state of public transport in Swords is to be commended, I'm not 

entirely sure this is the way to go about it. 

It seems short-sighted to exclude (yet again) the outreaches of Swords Manor and even more short-sighted 

to not take in Holywell. The public is already poorly served by buses in Holywell, with only Swords 

Express going through regularly. It's a long way from the Pinnock Hill junction to the back of Holywell. If 

the proposed Tesco goes ahead between Airside and Holywell, the situation will only be made worse. 

It furthermore would seem to be unnecessary to relocate the skate park opposite the fire station. It's a much 

used amenity. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 17:33

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Coman Brady 

Organisation: Trinity College Dublin 

Address: 56 Saint Andrews Park, Rathbeale Road, Swords. 

Comments: 

Scrap the whole thing. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:56

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: BRT_Consultation_-_Conor_Brady.docx

From: Conor Brady 

Organisation: Self 

Address: 2 Meadow Close, Churchtown, Dublin 16 

Comments: 

See attached .docx file for comments 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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For the attention of the 

National Transport Authority, 

a submission on the 

Proposed Swiftway Bus Rapid Transit Scheme 

Conor Brady, 

2 Meadow Close, 

Churchtown, 

Dublin 16 

1 General Route 

The BRT route between the proposed stops at Earlsfort Terrace and Estuary is acceptable.  The route 

north of Estuary does not take full advantage of population catchments in the north Swords area.  I 

suggest the route north of Estuary be modified to follow Castlegrange Road and Broadmeadow Road. 

The loss of open space amenity is mitigated by the vastly improved public transport infrastructure 

provided by BRT.   

2 Merrion Square 

The proposed cycle arrangements on Merrion Square are unacceptable.  Best practice indicates that 

where cycle lanes and car parking are provided side-by-side, the cycle lane should be on the footpath 

side of the car parking.  The proposed arrangement will create conflict between people cycling and 

people parking cars all along Merrion Square West and Upper Merrion Street.  This is a retrograde 

step in terms of cycle infrastructure in the city.  I suggest that the protected cycle track skirting the 

BRT stop continue the length of Merrion Square West and Merrion Street Upper. 

3 Merrion Street Lower 

The emerging preferred route indicates a gyratory arrangement at Merrion Street Lower, Clare Street, 

and Leinster Street.  This is inefficient.  Both northbound and southbound directions should be 

accommodated side-by-side at this location.  The staggered junction between Merrion Street Lower 

and Westland Row can be modified to accept two-way bus movements.  This in turn allows for Clare 

Street to become a two-way street for non-BRT bus routes.  This suggested arrangement reduces by 

one the number of junctions that BRT must navigate, leading to time savings.  Furthmore, the total 

distance covered by the northbound route would be decreased. 

4 Pearse Street 
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The proposed junction design at Pearse Street and Westland Row is inappropriate for a city-centre 

location.  The design does not allow cycling northbound from Westland Row to Lombard Street.  This 

is an unacceptable omission that creates impermeability.  The “right-turn box” for cycles on the 

Pearse Street side of the junction is a poor attempt at allowing right turns from Lombard Street to 

Pearse Street westbound.   

5 Tara Street 

The addition of a counterflow cycle lane on Pearse Street is welcomed.  Provision at the junction of 

Tara Street should include markings on the road alerting people in cars that there is a contraflow cycle 

lane.  Otherwise this three-lane crossing will be compromised. 

6 O’Connell Bridge 

Proposed cycle provision at O’Connell Bridge is insufficient.  I suggest that a “Dutch style” junction 

be incorporated here so as to protect cyclists from the many conflicting car movements in this busy 

junction.   

7 O’Connell Street 

The proposed northbound and southbound BRT stops on O’Connell Street are too remote from Abbey 

Street Luas stop.  This renders inefficient transferring between BRT and Luas.  The stops should be 

located beside the junction with Princes Street North. 

8 O’Connell Street car traffic 

Maintaining one southbound lane for mixed traffic, including private car, is unnecessary.  I suggest 

that O’Connell Street be closed as a through route to private car traffic, and that only access to car 

parks be maintained.   

9 Location of BRT Lanes 

BRT lanes should run in the centre of the street.  Having BRT lanes run laterally undermines the 

entire BRT Scheme.  Centre-running of BRT lanes is standard in BRT provision.  Failing to provide 

for centre running along the majority of the route renders the Swiftway Scheme as non-BRT.  What is 

being proposed is a revamped version of the existing QBC along the route.  This is absolutely 

unacceptable. 

10 Reconfiguration of adjacent bus routes. 

There is no indication of how adjacent bus routes will be affected.  Given the proposed level of 

service that BRT will provide, it is inevitable that services on routes such as the 41 and 16 will be 

curtailed.  Such curtailment in service may not warrant the addition of “regular” bus stops along the 

proposed BRT route.  In certain instances, and particularly in the city centre, is would be pertinent to 

examine how non-BRT routes may better be accommodated elsewhere.  Routing non-BRT buses 

down, for example, Capel Street or Gardiner Street would mean that non-BRT bus stops would not 



have to be accommodated into the city centre segment of Swiftway.  This would speed up the BRT 

route.   

11 Operation of the route 

There has been no consultation on how the route will best be operated.  The National Transport 

Authority seems to have begun with the idea of introducing a unique and specific vehicle type, as 

though that was the most important element of BRT.  Nowhere has it been indicated that other service 

patterns have been investigated.  Such may include retaining the existing routes along the corridor and 

amalgamating them into a “trunk route” with branches along the way. 

12 Planning Application 

Lodging an application for planning permission for the proposed route, or any modifications thereof, 

is entirely premature.  The National Transport Authority has not indicated what design brief they are 

working off.  Deciding the route before deciding how the system will be operated is an example of 

poor planning and project execution.   

13 Prior Consultations 

The results of the first consultation have not been made public.  As such, there can be no scrutiny as 

to whether suggestions from the consultation have been incorporated into the current design proposal. 

This is undemocratic and should be investigated by the Minister for Transport. 

Thank you for your attention.  I trust that each of these points will be addressed once the report on this 

consultation is published.  I look forward to seeing an improved project emerge from this public 

consultation. 

Yours sincerely, 

Conor Brady 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 13:31

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: hazel i brien 

Organisation: knocksedan 

Address: 25 molesworth close 

Comments: 

No bus route would like Knocksedan to be added to route 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 20:37

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Robert Brophy 

Organisation: Private resident 

Address: 60 Bunbury gate crescent swords 

Comments: 

Hi 

I would like to complain with the proposed location of the swift way bus , I live in Bunbury gate in swords 

which is a quite residential location , putting up to 250 buses up and down this is simply dangerous to the 

numerous children in the area, not to mention the impact for the three junior schools in the location, buses 

after rush hour are empty there is no need to put this bus in this area and I strongly object. 

Regards 

Robert Brophy 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:58

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Duane Browne 

Organisation: Resident 

Address: 49 Pine Grove Park, Swords, Co. Dublin 

Comments: 

I would like to welcome the NTA decision not to proceed with putting the Swiftway bus through the green 

area adjacent to the Pine Grove Estate and hope that the final routing will continue to take all residents 

concerns in the area on board. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 12:11

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Dean burch 

Organisation: knocksedan 

Address: knocksedan demense 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:50

To: Conor McGrath; frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie 

Feely; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; 

consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: Gannon_Properties_submission_BRT_Consultation_Nov_2014.pdf

From: Clare Burke, Conroy Crowe Kelly Architects & Urban Designers, 65 Merrion Square Dublin 2 

Organisation: on behalf of Gannon Properties 

Address: 52 Northumberland Road, Dublin 4 

Comments: 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Conor McGrath

From: Cormac Ross <Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie>

Sent: 15 October 2014 07:48

To: David King; Donal Mc Daid; Eddie Feely

Subject: Fwd: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

FYI 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: WordPress <website@nationaltransport.ie<mailto:website@nationaltransport.ie>> 

Date: 15 October 2014 00:12:15 IST 

To: <liannaryan@ebow.ie<mailto:liannaryan@ebow.ie>>, 

<consult@nationaltransport.ie<mailto:consult@nationaltransport.ie>>, 

<Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie<mailto:Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie>>, 

<eamonnclinton@ebow.ie<mailto:eamonnclinton@ebow.ie>> 

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation 

From: Councillor Darragh BUTLER (FF) 

Organisation: Fingal County Council 

Address: Swords 

Comments: 

BRT Swiftway will not be accepted as a replacement or some sort of consolation prize for Metro North. The 

people of Swords and North Dublin want Metro North or some sort of light rail system for Dublin Airport, 

Swords and North County Dublin. It cannot be the case that Luas and light rail is good enough for the south-

side but we are expected to make do with bendy buses instead on the north-side. Fuller more detailed 

submission to follow at a later date. 

COUNCILLOR DARRAGH BUTLER (FF) 

SWORDS 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click 

here<http://sendgrid.me/wf/unsubscribe?upn=vgMim-

2FVaJCAb3EYYQhbfASM6cOagIDfL5zTmreOEoCKqq3nBFN00-

2BK1sjJuiLeFwIJLrOM3Pw5lKYlUYL1roFwKfv5JN3nPDNZyNY-

2FhdN2jeSbBScUcq4PJ9aCu2yKBWS2geFNj1w06Yhk15mmAj0QsTDOZfSji-

2FOiFPzIZnc4ezl6o7zU5YtQ0kdVpwWK0bBCqrC-2FaZUII7bWWENGz9oE5i4p6ovK-

2BMyfRoB7Mic3Q-3D>. 

-- 

This email was virus checked by Edge\Guard. Managed by Trilogy Technologies. 

[http://transportforireland.ie/email/images/footer_r1_c1.png]<http://www.transportforireland.ie/available-

apps/> 

[http://transportforireland.ie/email/images/footer_r2_c1.png]<http://www.transportforireland.ie/available-

apps/> 
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[http://transportforireland.ie/email/images/footer_r3_c1.png]<https://twitter.com/TFIupdates> 

________________________________ 

T? eolas sa teachtaireacht leictreonach seo a d'fh?adfadh bheith pr?obh?ideach n? faoi r?n agus b'fh?idir go 

mbeadh ?bhar r?nda n? pribhl?ideach ann. Is le h-aghaidh an duine/na ndaoine n? le h-aghaidh an aon?in at? 

ainmnithe thuas agus le haghaidh an duine/na ndaoine sin amh?in at? an t-eolas. T? cosc ar rochtain don 

teachtaireacht leictreonach seo do aon duine eile. Murab ionann tusa agus an t? a bhfuil an teachtaireacht 

ceaptha d? b?odh a fhios agat nach gceada?tear nochtadh, c?ipe?il, scaipeadh n? ?s?id an eolais agus/n? an 

chomhaid seo agus b'fh?idir d'fh?adfadh bheith m?dhleathach. 

The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the 

addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorised. If you are not the intended recipient, any 

disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it is prohibited and 

may be unlawful. 

--  

This email was virus checked by Edge\Guard. Managed by Trilogy Technologies. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 10:13

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: mick campbell 

Organisation: knocksedan 

Address: 19 knocksedan drive.,.. 

Comments: 

hi will we get a feeder bus to/from knocksedan 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 27 November 2014 21:01

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: Gaelscoil_Bhrian_Boroimhe_Cairde_na_Scoile__Submission_on_Swiftway_Bus_Rapid_

Transit_November_2014.docx

From: Gaelscoil Bhrian Bóroimhe Cairde na Scoile 

Organisation: Cairde na Scoile 

Address: Coill na nÚll, Sord, Baile Átha Cliath. 

Comments: 

Attached please find a submission from the Gaelscoil Bhrian Bóroimhe Cairde na Scoile on the proposed 

Swiftway Bus Rapid Transit. If you have any queries on our submission please contact Grace Cappock, 087 

2024971. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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‘Swiftway BRT – Swords/Airport to City Centre Proposed Scheme Consultation’, 
National Transport Authority,  
Dún Scéine,  
Harcourt Lane,  
Dublin 2.  

To whom it may concern, 

Cairde na Scoile, Gaelscoil Bhrian Bóroimhe, wish to raise concerns about the preferred route 
identified for the proposed Swords/Airport to City Centre Swiftway scheme.  

Our child currently attends Gaelscoil Bhrian Bóroimhe, which is on the preferred route identified for 
the proposed Swiftway scheme.  

We have a number of concerns regarding this route: 

1. It is necessary for some parents to be able to drive their children to and from the school, the
preferred route identified means that parents will no longer be able to park between the
Applewood and Oldtown Stops. This will create significant difficulties for parents trying to get their
children to school on time and will mean they are no longer in a position to drive their children to
school.

2. Parents will be forced to park their cars in nearby estates (Bunbury Gate, Castleview and Millers
Glen) leading to further congestion in those estates.

3. Pedestrian safety needs to be taken into consideration when new bus routes are being designed.
There are only two pedestrian crossings proposed on the preferred route between Castlewood
Avenue and the Gaelscoil. Additional safe pedestrian crossings are required on this route to
ensure the safety of children walking to school.

4. There will be an increased volume of traffic on this road, particularly at morning peak times,
leading to further congestion and delay for parents trying to get their children to school and also
further danger for children walking to school.

Yours sincerely, 

___________________________ 
Grace Cappock (087 2024971) 
Cathaoirleach 
Cairde na Scoile  
Gaelscoil Bhrian Bóroimhe, 
Coill na nÚll, 
Sord, 
Co. Bhaile Átha Cliath  
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 10:21

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Kate Clarke 

Organisation: Knocksedan resident 

Address: 17 Bolton Green , Knocksedan Demesne, Swords, Co.Dublin 

Comments: 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 12:58

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Sarah Clarke 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: 17 Bolton Green Knocksedan Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 12:59

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Kate Clarke 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: 17 Bolton Green Knocksedan Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 13:00

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Jennifer Clarke 

Organisation: Knocksedan resident 

Address: 17 Bolton Green Knocksedan Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 13:00

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: John Clarke 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: 17 Bolton Green Knocksedan Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 13:17

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Pamela Clarke 

Organisation: Knocksedan demesne 

Address: 17 Bolton green, Knocksedan demesne 

Comments: 

A bus service is urgently required for our estate , it's a necessity not a luxury ! 

Regards 

Pamela Clarke 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 12:26

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Simon Collins 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Moat Lane, Knocksedan Demesne, Swords. 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 14:17

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: BRT_submission.pdf

From: John Craddock 

Organisation: None 

Address: 36 Woodley Park, Kilmacud, Dublin 14 

Comments: 

See attached .pdf file 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 27 November 2014 22:24

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: Submission.doc

From: Jerry Crowley 

Organisation: n/a 

Address: 199 Swords Road, Whitehall, Dublin 9 

Comments: 

Comments attached. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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199 Swords Rd 

Whitehall 

Dublin 9 

Swiftway Bus Rapid Transit – Swords/Airport to City 
Centre 

27 November 2014. 

Dear Sirs 

We wish to express our concerns at the proposed construction of the Swiftway Bus Rapid Transit 

project due to the impact it will have on our locality both short term during construction and long term 

once it is complete. 

We live on the Swords Road in Whitehall which runs parallel to the N1. The area is only now 

recovering from the affects of the construction of the Dublin Port Tunnel, a project that we supported. 

The greenery and foliage that were planted are now maturing and are providing a benefit to the area. I 

have no doubt but this area will be disturbed during construction and will take at least 10 years to 

recover. This greenery provides an excellent barrier to traffic noise from the main road and will be lost. 

We expect that you will reinstate the existing greenery to a high standard. We are also very concerned 

that the mature trees at the junction of Swords Road and Collins Avenue will be removed, we object to 

this.  

From a perusal of the plans it appears that traffic travelling east on Collins Avenue will no longer have 

the benefit of a left turn towards the N1/M1 via a slip road but will be forced to wait at the traffic lights 

to make the left turn north. Not only will this cause significant tail backs on Collins Avenue but we 

expect this will force traffic onto our road making it impossible for us to exit from our homes. We will 

also have difficulty exiting from our road onto Collins Avenue, the presence of a yellow box is of 

limited assistance.  

We were unaware of this project until it was brought to our attention via a flyer from a local politician. 

We inspected the plans at short notice in Whitehall Columcilles sports hall and were told that flyers 

were distributed in the area some months ago. We never received any information, nor did many of our 

neighbours who we contacted. 

We do not have any detail on the proposed hours of construction. 

We hope you tae this limited submission into account. 

Jerry and Lorraine Crowley 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 15:19

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Deirdre cummins 

Organisation: Knocksedan resident 

Address: 14 Boltan green knocksedan 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 11:48

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: David Curran 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Bolton Green, Knocksedan, Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 11:56

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Ciara Curran 

Organisation: Knocksedan 

Address: 13 Bolton Green, knocksedan Swords. Dublin 

Comments: 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 15:04

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: 2.2.09.001.BRT_Submission_on_Draft_Proposals.pdf

From: Yvonne Dalton 

Organisation: daa 

Address: tanya.murray@daa.ie 

Comments: 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 21:17

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Des Delaney 

Organisation: Private individual 

Address: 7 Holywell green swords co. Dublin 

Comments: 

This proposed bus service will directly affect an excellent local private bus service swords express by 

effectively taking some of it's route. The private arrive has served local estates such as Holywell extremely 

well over the past few years with a regular bus route taking just 15 minutes from my door to town via port 

tunnel. 

By allowing this swift service to take business from the swords area will directly affect the viability of 

swords express meaning that local estates such as mine will not have access to a regular clean and excellent 

private bus service. This new proposed bus service should only serve the airport to city centre; there is no 

need to undermine the economic viability of a popular quick and efffcient private bus operator. I object to 

this current proposal and will lobby who I need to to reject undermining the economic viability of swords 

express which serves mind and many local estates on swords so well 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 22:35

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Paul Delany 

Organisation: Skatepark community of swords 

Address: 1 Castleview Park Swords Co.Dublin 

Comments: 

On you're drawing plans for the new Swiftway route it states that the skatepark is to be relocated but does 

not show on any of you're plans where it will be relocated to. This has caused concern to me and to our 

skate park community. As members of the community we were lucky to have received the skate park in the 

first place and being at the age of 16 it is a major part of mine and my friends social life and a sport which 

we a all enjoy bmxers and skateboarders alike. In Swords there is already a serious lack of services for 

young people. Anywhere else in Swords we are told to move away from buildings and reported to the 

Gardai and we are treated like delinquents. To demolish our skatepark is the equivalent to demolishing a 

play ground. 

Please could you give me some assurances that a new skatepark of the same size and quality will be built 

close by. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 10:30

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Deirdre Dodd 

Organisation: resident 

Address: 89 Sandford wood , swords, co dublin 

Comments: 

I am against the route for swift way as it will cause chaos for our area and major chaos at and near our 

primary school. 

Deirdre Dodd 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 15:31

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: deirdre doherty 

Organisation: gaelschoil bhriab boroimhe 

Address: knocksedan resident 

Comments: 

I wish to raise concerns about the preferred route identified for the swift way scheme 

My child currently attends gaelschoil bhriab boroimhe we have a number of concerns regarding this route 

1. It is necessary for some parents to drive their children to and from school the route proposed means that

parents can no longer park between apple wood and old town stop. This will create significant difficulties 

for parents trying to get their children to school as they will loner be able to drive and as a knocksedan 

resident we are not on any bus route as is… 

2 parents will be forced to park cars in nearby estates leading to further congestion in these estates 

(castleview) 

3. There will be an increased volume of traffic on this road creating further congestion and delays for

parents trying to get children to school also further danger for children walking to school 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 23:28

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: ConsultationQuestions.odt.pdf

From: Colm Donoghue 

Organisation: reasonable, this submission is in before the deadline for example… ;) 

Address: 10 Dun Emer Grove, Lusk 

Comments: 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Submission on Swords to Dublin Busway proposal. 

Colm Donoghue,  

Lusk. 

These Questions are to be read from the point of view of a cyclist, unless 

context is clear otherwise. 

General comments about the proposed scheme: the nta propose to vastly 

increase the mixed pedestrian / cycling paths. The National Council for the Blind 

strongly disagree with these as they seriously impinge and cause alarm to blind 

path users. They are dangerous as they confuse where are foot paths and 

where are road traffic. They are also dangerous for families, as young children 

who have learned to walk on a path will wander aimlessly in front of vehicular 

traffic. There are also dangerous as cyclists will have to travel very slowly and 

are thus more likely to wobble or fall, without the stabilising gyroscope effect 

from spinning wheels. 

There are a huge number of traffic lights proposed for cyclists to get from the 

M1 junction at Lissenhall to the M50 underbridge. At the minute there are 8 

sets. Some junctions propose to have 5 traffic lights just to progress 50 metres 

on the r132… 

A corollary to this is the plan proposes no pedestrian crossings across the M50 

at the r104, to get from the residential area NE of the junction to the busway 

0395b
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stop NW of the junction. At the public open evening, it was suggested, the nra 

wouldn’t be happy changing this. The NRA claim “the Authority's primary 

function, under the Roads Act 1993, is to secure the provision of a safe and 

efficient network of National roads.” It is hard to see how not providing safe 

crossing of the M50 to connect a residential area with public transport 

infrastructure is in keeping with their primary function. 

While less confident cyclists might prefer not to cycle on road, regular 

commuters should be facilitated by designing for through useage in bus/cycle 

lanes. The farcical situation Fingal Co Co have at Dublin Airport where cyclists 

can either use shared walking and cycling paths which keep turning off the r132 

route or cycle in the main traffic lane, leaving the left bus only lane, will be 

remedied, by allowing cyclists legally use bus lanes. 

Estuary Roundabout 

What is the design speed of cyclists? What is the design speed for motorists? 

How are cyclists to turn from r132s to r125? 

How to get from r125 to r132s 

How to get from estuary to r132n? 

What is the increase in cycling time? 

What is the projected energy of cyclists wasted? 

The proposedR132n has no safe cycle route, unlike now. 

R132s has no safe cycle route unlike now. 



How do pedestrians and cyclists cross safely from Seatown west to the football 

pitches? 

How do cyclists travel north on Balheary road? 

Why no height difference between footpath and cycle lane? Pedestrians will 

stray onto cycle lane without a kerb. 

Why is there no Interchange between 33 bus (and variants) at the North side of 

Swords? At a public info evening it was suggested 33 passengers could change 

south of Swords, after sitting in traffic watching the busway busses pass... 

Seatown Rab 

How to get safely through on r132s 

How to get through safely on r132n 

how to get from the seatown road to the r132s 

how to get from the recycling centre to the r132n 

how to get from the r132s to seatown road 

how to get from the r132n to estuary? 

Why staggered pedestrian crossings on seatown road? 

Why no crossing on the original seatown road? 



Why get rid of hard shoulder between Seatown road and Malahide road? 

What is the design speed of this section? 

Malahide Road 

How to cycle from Kinsealey to Lusk? 

How to cycle north on r132 

How to cycle south on r132 

How to get to the Pavillions on r132s 

How to cycle safely on r132s 

How to get from Pavilions to Kinsealey? 

Pavillions 

The existing bus/bike lane is proposed to be removed. This hardly makes this 

section safer to cycle. 

Mixed pedestrian/bike lane on r132s on Pinnock Hill.  



Airside/Boroimhe 

r132s mixed bike/pedestrians? wtf is wrong with existing bike/bus lane? 

r132n bike lane goes off route? 

Are cyclists expected to yield to motorists buying fuel at texaco? 

How to get from airside to Boroimhe 

How to get from Boroimhe to Airside 

How to turn right? 

r132s are cyclists expected to divert and yield at chainage 6050? 

r132s are cyclists expected to cycle on the right between chainage 6050 and 

6150? 

r132n are cyclists expected to yield to people waiting for the bus at chainage 

6100 

Cloghran 

Why is yield line on Baskin lane in middle of cycle way? 

What is designed method of getting from Lusk to Dublin through Airport rab? 

A pelican crossing across the M1 slip and a new cycle way outside the 

proposed busway would provide a much more direct route towards Dublin. 

Cyclists rounding the airport roundabout would get the same green time as 



vehicular traffic, and motor traffic on the r132s would only be able to join the m1 

at the north slip. I believe very little traffic makes this secondary movement, an 

busway traffic will reduce this more.  

Why do cyclists on r132n have to leave the route at airport rab? 

Why the yield line at ulster bank in the middle of the cycle lane? 

Is there to be northbound busses @60kmh, Sb cyclists and Nb cyclists, 2way 

pedestrians from Chainage 7250 south? What safety separation will be 

provided from ~100kmh head on collisions? 

Airport 

Who is going to use the shared cycleway/pedestrian path from chainage 7800 

7950? 

Again is there to be separation from nb busses,sb cyclists,nb cyclists on the 2 

way cycle path from airport rab to chainage 7950? 

There seems to be 4 crossings for cyclists to get sb from 7950 to 8000? 

Why is there shared cyclist/pedestrian path outside a pub? drunk patrons 

should be segregated from cyclists 

Why is there not cycle lane across the lane ways to Kealy’s car parks or the 

buildings south of it? 



Why is the lane to straight instead of the left/right zig zags at the car park lane 

at Kealy’s? 

Why aren’t the crossings between 7950 and 8000 tangential to the curve, 

instead of normal to it? This would allow cyclists maintain speed through the 

junction when they have the green light. 

Will these crossings be weighted to motor vehicles or cycle lane traffic? 

Same questions for the junction at 8150 to 8250 

Are cyclists supposed to take 6 crossings to get from the r132n to alsaa/car 

hire? 

why the gap in cycle path between 8550 and 8500 nb? This access is for airside 

qualified personnel and they should be able to drive professionally enough to be 

able to traverse a cycleway safely? 

Why the gaps in cycleway on the sb side from 8550 to 8800? 

Collinstown 

Why the different marking for the cycle lane on road from 9000 through the 

junction? sb 



What is the planned way for cyclists to cross the junction nb? 

Why the curved start of cycleways at this junction? Will these be absolutely 

flush with the road? or can straight starts be provided at >60deg to the direction 

of travel? 

The shared cycle/footpath egressing the cemetery seems narrower than the nta 

standard? 

From 9150 to 9250 there is shared cycle/footpath and a cycle path on nb is but 

cycle path and footpath on sb direction? 

Outline the cycling access to the park from r132 nb/sb 

Why the break in cycle lane at Glen Dimplex 9650? 

Turnapin 

Are the traffic islands at turnip lane sb to be removed? 

Will the junction light sequence be improved for cyclists? It’s painfully slow at 

present 

Will curved cycle way start be removed at turnapin lane r132s section? 

Why no shared use path at northwood brt stops? how are pedestrians to cross 

the cycle lane? 

The shared use path at northwood brt stop sb is a disaster waiting to happen. 

cyclists hit speeds of 60 here, down the hill. 

How do cyclists get into Northwood from r132s? 



There is no footpath from northwood ave. to chainage 10700. Very narrow 

shared use path. Does this narrow path meet nta rules? 

How do the nta propose dealing with vehicles parking on the shared use path 

from Santry Close south? 

If the road is to be widened, why not provide separate cycle paths and 

footpaths? 



Coolock Lane 

What is the junction planned for the R104/r132? 

Why no cycle lane through the junction of r104/Oak Avenue 

Why no cycle lane through junction of oak park avenue r104 

How to turn right at this junction? 

Why no pedestrian crossing of motorway slips 

Why no cycleway crossing of motorway slips? 

Why no cycle infrastructure on the n50? 

Whitehall 

The existing cycle track at the Collin’s Avenue Swords road has considerable 

conflicts with pedestrians walking aimlessly across cyclists. there should be 

separate, clearly defined, different height paths here.  

Consideration should be given to allowing a contraflow cycle lane into Larkhill 

from the foot of Shantalla bridge, to allow residents, pupils at the schools in 

Larkhill and on Collins Ave, along with access to DCU. This will help with users 

of the stop at Shantalla bridge, bussing and biking. 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 21:15

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Lorcan Donovan 

Organisation: Resident of Bunbury Gate Avenue 

Address: 25 Bunbury Gate ave, swords , county dublin 

Comments: 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I wish to put forward my stringent objections against the proposed Bus Rapid Transit – “Swiftway” service 

and the preferred route starting at Oldtown/Castleview. I have the following concerns and objections, in 

particular affecting myself as a resident of Bunbury Gate/Brides Glen: 

1. The negative impact on residential amenities.

2. Safety concerns for residents and in particular our children living in the estate and those attending the two

local schools and community centre 

3. The proposed route creates parking problems as there has been no provision made for both parking at the

two local school (adjacent to the proposed terminus) and/or parking for people should they wish to use the 

service 

4. The introduction of the Swiftway will only delay the development of the Metro – a far more sought after

service for the residents of North County Dublin 

5. The increased number of large vehicles on the Glen Ellan corridor – with a bus planned for every 8

minutes (at peak time) – add this to an already busy road that is currently serviced successfully by Dublin 

Bus and the Swords Express 

6. The massive inconvenience the actual development of the proposed route will have on local residents and

the community at large – not to mention bringing large construction vehicles to a quiet residential area with 

such close proximity to local schools and a community centre 

7. The lack of planning for park and ride facilities

8. Increased noise at night with late buses proposed (and the possibly of unruly behavior with “night-links”

I also strongly object to any changes and/or removal of 

• walls at the edge of our housing estate (Bunbury Gate/Brides Glen) and the reduction of the green space

currently being used as play areas for our children – this is unacceptable and will not be allowed by 

residents in the area. 

• The removal of existing mature trees and bushes

• The replacement of these walls/railings with a brick/railings not matching current walls

• The moving of the local skateboard park – it took the area long enough to get such a facility and again

shows a total lack of consideration for residents and their children 

• The increased noise, pollution and risk of accidents along the Glen Ellan corridor road

• The increased pressure on vehicles exiting the estate (at both entrances/exits)

• The lack of planning for signals at these entrances/exits

• The proposed narrowing of the entrances to the estate

• Increased traffic with people from “outside” the area coming to use the service

• Major issues with people using the estate as a car park as there has been NO provision for parking at the

new service terminus. This has been viewed as wholeheartedly a major downfall in this proposal and quite 

frankly insulting to the local residents. People will no doubt use our estate to park their cars in while they 

get the service into town/to work for the duration of a whole day. This increases the risk of children being 
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hit by vehicles in our estate and makes our estate a less safe place for our children to play 

• The fear of pay and display arrangements being introduced to local estates

• The total lack of consideration for parking at the two local schools. This is absurd and shows the absolute

lack of consideration for residents, teachers, parents and most importantly school children attending these 

schools. It is not only ridiculous to remove parking for the two schools but to put our children at risk in such 

a way is totally unacceptable. On this point ALONE we will be fighting this proposed route. 

• An unnecessary and increased risk for children walking to school

• With the average time for journeys being quoted at “40-45 minutes” there really is no time saving for

commuters, couple this with having to share an already route with 2 other bus companies! 

• No guide has been given as to the cost of journeys

• Increased littering and loitering at proposed bus routes

• Potential decrease in value of property adjacent to a busy bus terminus

On a more personal note, my partner and I have worked hard to afford a house in a quite estate which is 

within safe walking distance to schools. We purchased a house in this estate not envisaging that we would 

be penalised by removing, reducing and interfering with our estate boundaries which provide for a safe 

environment protecting all residents from the road , allowing the children of our community to play safely 

within the confines of our estate.  

I am shocked and baffled at the total lack of planning or provision with regards this future planned corridor 

and can see this length of road from the terminus becoming a “drag strip” for anti social driving and a 

meeting point for so called “boy racers”.  

It also shocks me that this is being implemented as a short to medium term solution, as the widening of 

roads and the building of a terminus does not appear to be a short term action, when metro north is 

implemented will our estate be returned to its original boundaries and the road returned to a 2 lane road? 

Also from a personal observation , buses which travel from Swords Manor via Applewood with both Dublin 

bus and the Swords express are at time practically empty , an increase in buses for these services during 

peak times would be a more effective use of resources. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my submission. I would kindly ask that you confirm receipt of same. 

Regards 

Lorcan Donovan 

25 Bunbury Gate Avenue, Swords, Co. Dublin. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 11:11

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Sandra Elmes 

Organisation: Knocksedan Residents 

Address: 14 Knocksedan Woods, Swords, Co Dublin 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 11:21

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Ger Evesson 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: 19 Bolton Green, Knocksedan Demesne, Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been trying for over 10 years, without success, to 

get Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If 

BRT/Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the 

main Swords Swiftway stops. Please don't leave us isolated once again. Thanks you. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 14:18

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Linda Fagan 

Organisation: Homeowner 

Address: 24 old Brazil way, knocksedan, swords, co dublin 

Comments: 

Please include knocksedan estate as priority for the swift way route. We are completely isolated with no 

public transport whatsoever. I have 3 children who cannot get to school, meet up with friends, after school 

activities, etc unless it am available to take them. This is a crazy situation with so many teenagers living in 

the estate. 

Regard, 

Linda fagan 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:43

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: BRT_submission_28_November_2014.pdf

From: Garrett Fennell 

Organisation: Mountjoy Square Society 

Address: 25 Mountjoy Square 

Comments: 

Please see the attached submission on the proposed NTA route for the BRT on behalf of the Mountjoy 

Square Society – I hope that this will be taken into consideration in the context of the final route selected. 

Regards 

Garrett Fennell 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Mountjoy Square Society. Company limited by guarantee. 25 Mountjoy Square East, Dublin 1. Tel: 01 8198590, 086 8260761, 

info@mountjoysquaresociety.com, www.mountjoysquaresociety.com 

Directors; Bernadette Manning,  Karin O’Flanagan, Garrett Fennell, 

Stephen Bishop. Registered Number; 488654 

National Transport Authority 

Harcourt Street 

Dublin 2 

28 November 2014 

Consultation process on route of proposed BRT Swiftway between Swords and Dublin City Centre 

Dear Sirs, 

The Mountjoy Square Society is a company limited by guarantee which is dedicated to improving Mountjoy Square as a 

place to live, work and visit.  

The MSS had welcomed the original proposed route of the BRT Swiftway between Swords and the City Centre, which 

envisaged the route coming off Dorset Street, along Belvedere Road and through Mountjoy Square North, before 

accessing Parnell Square along Great Denmark Street.  The revised route, which is the subject of the current consultation 

has abandoned this proposed route and instead proposes to run the BRT Swiftway along the existing QBC on Dorset 

Street and coming onto Parnell Square through North Frederick Street.  

The rationale for this change of proposed route is stated in the consultation paper as; 

30. Why has the BRT route changed from Mountjoy Square to Dorset Street?

Analysis of existing Dublin Bus journey times indicates that the greatest delays along the Swords to City Centre 

route corridor occur on Dorset Street between Clonliffe Road and O’Connell Street. For this reason, it was initially 

proposed to avoid this congested route and to instead bypass it via Mountjoy Square North, Gardiner Place and 

Great Denmark Street, availing of amendments to the traffic circulation regime to achieve BRT priority.  

As the detailed route options assessment process was advanced, in consultation with Dublin Bus and Dublin City 

Council, a more detailed assessment of Dorset Street was undertaken to seek to overcome the existing causes of 

delay to public transport in this area. In consultation with these stakeholders, a number of adjustments to bus 

stop locations and local traffic circulation arrangements have been identified that can address and overcome the 

0400b



Mountjoy Square Society. Company limited by guarantee. 25 Mountjoy Square East, Dublin 1. Tel: 01 8198590, 086 8260761, 

info@mountjoysquaresociety.com, www.mountjoysquaresociety.com 

Directors; Bernadette Manning,  Karin O’Flanagan, Garrett Fennell, 

Stephen Bishop. Registered Number; 488654 

sources of these delays to ensure journey time reliability. On the basis that these constraints on Dorset Street can 

be overcome, it now represents the Preferred Route for the Proposed Scheme. Furthermore, it will avoid directly 

impacting on existing parking and loading arrangements along Gardiner Place / Great Denmark Street, including 

drop-off and pick-up at Belvedere College. The Mountjoy Square area will remain well served by public transport 

by virtue of its proximity to the proposed route corridor on Dorset Street and other existing bus services running 

along Gardiner Street. 

We believe that this rationale is deeply flawed and merits revisiting. The BRT Swiftway is meant to be an addition to the 

public transport network, rather than a new mode of transport which overlays existing routes that are well served by 

existing public transport. The Dorset Street area is already well served by existing bus routes and benefits from a 

dedicated QBC.  To overlay this route with an additional BRT service will add to existing traffic flows on this street, and 

involve additional interference with the pathways to facilitate the construction of BRT stops.  

Most critically the selection of this route will do nothing  to add to transport provision in the immediate area. Reverting 

to the originally selected route through Belvedere Road and Mountjoy Square North through North Great Denmark 

Street will bring a new and much needed transport service to a part of the city that has suffered from remoteness and a 

lack of direct connection with the rest of the city. The arrival of the BRT to Mountjoy Square was seen as playing an 

important role in ending much of the public transport isolation that attaches to Mountjoy Square and reconnecting the 

Square with a vibrant and functioning transport mode. 

 We would also contend that transport provision should also take into account the important contribution that 

connectivity can play to urban regeneration and renewal. Instead of focusing on treating the originally proposed  

Mountjoy Square BRT  Route as a bypass to aid avoidance of traffic congestion, the focus should be on reviewing the 

positive attributes of selecting such a route from a range of considerations. These should include; 

• Existing public transport provision (through services rather than buses resting over)

• The availability of adequate public transport on alternative routes being considered

• The contribution that the route can make to urban regeneration and renewal

• The compatibility of the route with the general planning policies of the local authority and its consistency with

national policy.

By any of these analyses the revised route is suboptimal to the original route involving the BRT travelling through 

Belvedere Road and Mountjoy Square North.  This is demonstrated by the following; 

• Mountjoy Square is poorly served by through public transport services – despite the fact that a Dublin Bus

Garage opens onto the Square and Mountjoy Square North is a Dublin Bus terminus, there is a very limited

Dublin Bus cross city service through the Square during the day and an extremely restricted service at night

time.

• Dorset Street by contrast is well served by numerous Dublin Bus routes . 

• A BRT route through Mountjoy Square with a stop on Mountjoy Square North would be a significant boost to the

regeneration of the Square. In particular it would help connect the Square with the busy airport/city centre

route and would provide direct connectivity across the city.  For visitors travelling to Dublin City from the airport

Mountjoy Square would be their first introduction to Georgian Dublin. The route would assist with removing the

current level of transport isolation which has been a feature of public transport and Mountjoy Square for many



Mountjoy Square Society. Company limited by guarantee. 25 Mountjoy Square East, Dublin 1. Tel: 01 8198590, 086 8260761, 

info@mountjoysquaresociety.com, www.mountjoysquaresociety.com 

Directors; Bernadette Manning,  Karin O’Flanagan, Garrett Fennell, 

Stephen Bishop. Registered Number; 488654 

years.  It also has the added potential of facilitating access to the Croke Park Stadium and the Croke Park Hotel 

which are also currently ill served by public transport. 

• Dublin City Council has also been involved in a programme aimed at assisting the regeneration of Mountjoy

Square and Mountjoy Square Park in particular. The conservation management plan for Mountjoy Square Park

has referenced a proposed BRT stop at Mountjoy Square North and the positive contribution that this could

make to the regeneration of the Square and the regenerated Park. The Dublin City Council Development Plan

also supports the regeneration of the Squares and the broader North Georgian Core. In particular it notes the 

important potential role that Great Denmark Street can play in connecting Mountjoy Square and Parnell Square

– running a BRT along this route is entirely consistent with the fulfilling of these objectives. 

• We are not convinced that the potential impact of a BRT along Great Denmark Street will negatively impact on

normal functioning of buildings, residences and institutions on these streets – including Belvedere College. The

fact that a proposed public transport route would be altered in part to facilitate cars dropping or picking up at a

school in a dense city centre environment would seem to run counter to most well understood policy contexts

underpinning sustainable transport planning in an urban environment. Surely the objective should be to

encourage people to use public transport rather than facilitate additional car journeys into an already congested

and poorly performing road network.

We request the NTA to revise the proposed route for the BRT Swiftway to facilitate the route through Mountjoy Square 

North on the basis of the arguments outlined above.  

Yours sincerely 

Garrett Fennell  

Chairperson  

Mountjoy Square Society 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:43

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: BRT_submission_28_November_2014.pdf

From: Garrett Fennell 

Organisation: Mountjoy Square Society 

Address: 25 Mountjoy Square 

Comments: 

Please see the attached submission on the proposed NTA route for the BRT on behalf of the Mountjoy 

Square Society – I hope that this will be taken into consideration in the context of the final route selected. 

Regards 

Garrett Fennell 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Mountjoy Square Society. Company limited by guarantee. 25 Mountjoy Square East, Dublin 1. Tel: 01 8198590, 086 8260761, 

info@mountjoysquaresociety.com, www.mountjoysquaresociety.com 

Directors; Bernadette Manning,  Karin O’Flanagan, Garrett Fennell, 

Stephen Bishop. Registered Number; 488654 

National Transport Authority 

Harcourt Street 

Dublin 2 

28 November 2014 

Consultation process on route of proposed BRT Swiftway between Swords and Dublin City Centre 

Dear Sirs, 

The Mountjoy Square Society is a company limited by guarantee which is dedicated to improving Mountjoy Square as a 

place to live, work and visit.  

The MSS had welcomed the original proposed route of the BRT Swiftway between Swords and the City Centre, which 

envisaged the route coming off Dorset Street, along Belvedere Road and through Mountjoy Square North, before 

accessing Parnell Square along Great Denmark Street.  The revised route, which is the subject of the current consultation 

has abandoned this proposed route and instead proposes to run the BRT Swiftway along the existing QBC on Dorset 

Street and coming onto Parnell Square through North Frederick Street.  

The rationale for this change of proposed route is stated in the consultation paper as; 

30. Why has the BRT route changed from Mountjoy Square to Dorset Street?

Analysis of existing Dublin Bus journey times indicates that the greatest delays along the Swords to City Centre 

route corridor occur on Dorset Street between Clonliffe Road and O’Connell Street. For this reason, it was initially 

proposed to avoid this congested route and to instead bypass it via Mountjoy Square North, Gardiner Place and 

Great Denmark Street, availing of amendments to the traffic circulation regime to achieve BRT priority.  

As the detailed route options assessment process was advanced, in consultation with Dublin Bus and Dublin City 

Council, a more detailed assessment of Dorset Street was undertaken to seek to overcome the existing causes of 

delay to public transport in this area. In consultation with these stakeholders, a number of adjustments to bus 

stop locations and local traffic circulation arrangements have been identified that can address and overcome the 
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Mountjoy Square Society. Company limited by guarantee. 25 Mountjoy Square East, Dublin 1. Tel: 01 8198590, 086 8260761, 

info@mountjoysquaresociety.com, www.mountjoysquaresociety.com 

Directors; Bernadette Manning,  Karin O’Flanagan, Garrett Fennell, 

Stephen Bishop. Registered Number; 488654 

sources of these delays to ensure journey time reliability. On the basis that these constraints on Dorset Street can 

be overcome, it now represents the Preferred Route for the Proposed Scheme. Furthermore, it will avoid directly 

impacting on existing parking and loading arrangements along Gardiner Place / Great Denmark Street, including 

drop-off and pick-up at Belvedere College. The Mountjoy Square area will remain well served by public transport 

by virtue of its proximity to the proposed route corridor on Dorset Street and other existing bus services running 

along Gardiner Street. 

We believe that this rationale is deeply flawed and merits revisiting. The BRT Swiftway is meant to be an addition to the 

public transport network, rather than a new mode of transport which overlays existing routes that are well served by 

existing public transport. The Dorset Street area is already well served by existing bus routes and benefits from a 

dedicated QBC.  To overlay this route with an additional BRT service will add to existing traffic flows on this street, and 

involve additional interference with the pathways to facilitate the construction of BRT stops.  

Most critically the selection of this route will do nothing  to add to transport provision in the immediate area. Reverting 

to the originally selected route through Belvedere Road and Mountjoy Square North through North Great Denmark 

Street will bring a new and much needed transport service to a part of the city that has suffered from remoteness and a 

lack of direct connection with the rest of the city. The arrival of the BRT to Mountjoy Square was seen as playing an 

important role in ending much of the public transport isolation that attaches to Mountjoy Square and reconnecting the 

Square with a vibrant and functioning transport mode. 

 We would also contend that transport provision should also take into account the important contribution that 

connectivity can play to urban regeneration and renewal. Instead of focusing on treating the originally proposed  

Mountjoy Square BRT  Route as a bypass to aid avoidance of traffic congestion, the focus should be on reviewing the 

positive attributes of selecting such a route from a range of considerations. These should include; 

• Existing public transport provision (through services rather than buses resting over)

• The availability of adequate public transport on alternative routes being considered

• The contribution that the route can make to urban regeneration and renewal

• The compatibility of the route with the general planning policies of the local authority and its consistency with

national policy.

By any of these analyses the revised route is suboptimal to the original route involving the BRT travelling through 

Belvedere Road and Mountjoy Square North.  This is demonstrated by the following; 

• Mountjoy Square is poorly served by through public transport services – despite the fact that a Dublin Bus

Garage opens onto the Square and Mountjoy Square North is a Dublin Bus terminus, there is a very limited

Dublin Bus cross city service through the Square during the day and an extremely restricted service at night

time.

• Dorset Street by contrast is well served by numerous Dublin Bus routes . 

• A BRT route through Mountjoy Square with a stop on Mountjoy Square North would be a significant boost to the

regeneration of the Square. In particular it would help connect the Square with the busy airport/city centre

route and would provide direct connectivity across the city.  For visitors travelling to Dublin City from the airport

Mountjoy Square would be their first introduction to Georgian Dublin. The route would assist with removing the

current level of transport isolation which has been a feature of public transport and Mountjoy Square for many
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years.  It also has the added potential of facilitating access to the Croke Park Stadium and the Croke Park Hotel 

which are also currently ill served by public transport. 

• Dublin City Council has also been involved in a programme aimed at assisting the regeneration of Mountjoy

Square and Mountjoy Square Park in particular. The conservation management plan for Mountjoy Square Park

has referenced a proposed BRT stop at Mountjoy Square North and the positive contribution that this could

make to the regeneration of the Square and the regenerated Park. The Dublin City Council Development Plan

also supports the regeneration of the Squares and the broader North Georgian Core. In particular it notes the 

important potential role that Great Denmark Street can play in connecting Mountjoy Square and Parnell Square

– running a BRT along this route is entirely consistent with the fulfilling of these objectives. 

• We are not convinced that the potential impact of a BRT along Great Denmark Street will negatively impact on

normal functioning of buildings, residences and institutions on these streets – including Belvedere College. The

fact that a proposed public transport route would be altered in part to facilitate cars dropping or picking up at a

school in a dense city centre environment would seem to run counter to most well understood policy contexts

underpinning sustainable transport planning in an urban environment. Surely the objective should be to

encourage people to use public transport rather than facilitate additional car journeys into an already congested

and poorly performing road network.

We request the NTA to revise the proposed route for the BRT Swiftway to facilitate the route through Mountjoy Square 

North on the basis of the arguments outlined above.  

Yours sincerely 

Garrett Fennell  

Chairperson  

Mountjoy Square Society 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 21:10

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: Swiftway_consultation_-_November_2014_-_submission_-_Brendan_Finn.docx

From: Brendan Finn 

Organisation: Individual 

Address: 24 Marley Court, Dublin 14. 

Comments: 

Please find attached submission in relation to the NTA's Swiftway proposal. 

I would appreciate acknowledgment that it has been received. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 

0401a

louise.odriscoll
Highlight

louise.odriscoll
Highlight

louise.odriscoll
Highlight

louise.odriscoll
Highlight

louise.odriscoll
Highlight

louise.odriscoll
Highlight



SWIFTWAY BUS RAPID TRANSIT PROPOSAL 

SUBMISSION TO SECOND PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

Key Points 

I preface this submission by stating that I strongly believe that Bus-Based Transit 

is the appropriate solution for Dublin’s transportation requirements. This should 

be a combination of Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) for the axes of major demand, and 

what is referred to in Europe as ‘Bus with High Level of Service’ (BHLS) as a 

structuring network for the next-level axes of moderate demand. This needs to 

be progressed quickly, but it needs to be got right first time.  

I consider that the Swiftway proposal, as placed to public consultation, is an 

insufficient and unsatisfactory design as a BRT, due to being based on a flawed 

design process. Instead of designing a solution to meet stated transportation 

requirements such as capacity and service characteristics, the current process is 

about selecting a route and afterwards seeing what can be fit into it.  

This will lead to two inevitable outcomes: 

1) The effort is not made to design the BRT to meet future transportation

requirements on the corridor. Indeed, a separate NTA study is already

underway to find alternative means that may prove far more expensive.

2) The Swiftway design, as presented for consultation, is based on a specific

operational model that shows limited understanding, and will be

incapable of future expansion to what BRTs elsewhere can achieve.

This means that on one hand we are likely to have to invest far more heavily in 

the future to meet our transportation needs, and on the other we will get far less 

than we could have from this initial BRT deployment.  

It is also noted that Swiftway does not meet the basic criteria for BRT as defined 

in the 2014 BRT Standard. In reality, it implements a Quality Bus Corridor at the 

level they should achieve, by resolving known limitations of current QBCs.  

The design process should now be put on hold for corrective intervention. Both 

the design process and the initial Swiftway design should be subject to 

independent international review. A new design brief should be developed that 

requires a bus-based solution to meet the stated transportation needs for the 

immediate, medium- and long-term needs of the designated corridor.  

To be absolutely clear, I do not want to see the BRT project itself halted or 

frustrated. I want the process put on hold temporarily while the design brief is 

reviewed and revised by international BRT experts, and to then resume work 

from the correct starting point to achieve a better design and a better and higher-

value outcome. 
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1) The current design process is flawed

The design process itself has many weaknesses. Until these are addressed, it cannot 
possibly deliver the best outcomes.  

• It lacks a clear design brief. It does not set out in clear and quantified terms what

the BRT is required to do in transportation terms, neither in its own right nor as
its contribution to the integrated network for Dublin

• It lacks a clear statement of the line-haul and station throughput capacity
required in different design years such as 2020,2025, 2030, 2035, …

• It lacks a comprehensive assessment of the service plan the BRT requires to

support, based on which the infrastructure should be designed

• It lacks a clear assessment of the operational mode to be supported, including

the target operational speed, based on which the infrastructure and supporting

systems should be designed

• There is persistence by NTA that BRT can only meet the medium-term travel

demand, and is thus designed as an interim mode (Chapter 2 of the Route

Options Assessment Report (ROAR)) despite extensive international evidence to

the contrary that has repeatedly been brought to the attention of NTA.

• What is called “Transport Demand” (ROAR, Chapter 10) is actually modeling the

transport impacts of the implemented solution. It is not “transport demand”, but

an estimation of what would be attracted to the scheme as designed. As this

reflects what the scheme designers offer rather than a scheme based on the

transportation requirements for various design years (capacity, speed, quality),

it is necessarily constrained and is by definition a self-fulfilling circular process.

• It commences with a flawed preconception of BRT and its capacity, based on a

model of buses operating at maximum of two-minute intervals. This

immediately and needlessly constrains the solution.
o It predetermines that articulated buses must be used (due to the

inflexible concept about BRT), meaning that the majority of passengers
will be standing at peak times, which greatly diminishes passenger

comfort and BRT attractiveness.
o It becomes a factor on selection of the southern turnaround point, which

in turn influences the South City Route Options (ROAR, chapter 9.6), as
well as the usability of some streets. The decision on bus type is driving

the design instead of being on outcome.

• There is a failure to consider Luas and Swiftway sharing running lanes in the city

centre and availing of common infrastructure in constrained areas.  Both
services will be at moderate frequency, with driver-controlled vehicles so there

is neither a safety-based nor a technical case for not doing so. While shared bus
and tram running is not usual, it is implemented in some sections in Oberhausen

and Pittsburgh, and I believe also in Gothenburg.

o Failure to consider shared-running eliminates many of the key streets in

south Dublin City, and so severely constrains the Swiftway routing

options for the South City that the ‘options’ are just minor variations.

• The focus of the current process is on insertion of a preconceived concept into

the existing roadway, while details and “demand” will be figured out afterwards

• Route selection criteria do not include the carrying capacity that can be

achieved. (ROAR, table 5.1 and elsewhere theresafter). This is inexplicable.

• The scheme is not future-proofed. Scope for expansion is limited to moving to

24-metre bi-articulated buses, which are undoubtedly inappropriate for Dublin.

• The current process is almost certain to under-design based on these

assumptions, and then become a major constraint for further expansion



The current “design” is about establishing a route and lane configurations, without clear 

reference to what the BRT is required to do in transportation terms. This will establish 
the primary design of the BRT that will be difficult or impossible to revisit subsequently. 

In turn, this will constrain the initial and future capacity of the BRT, such that it can 

never reach the capacity the NTA modeling indicate is required in the longer-term for 

the corridor.  

Once constructed on lateral lanes and in operation, it will be virtually impossible to 

develop a high-capacity median BRT on the same road, due to the disruption it would 

cause to both the operational BRT and to the general traffic. This would mean that 

corridor capacity enhancements would have only the choices among rail-based 

solutions with significant underground sections, or to develop further BRTs on one or 

more of the other arterials serving north Dublin. Both will be expensive and take time. 

Finally, the consultation process itself has a key weakness that contributes to the above. 

The submissions from the first consultation have not been published, with only a brief 

summary report being issued.  The second (current) consultation makes reference only 

to the comments about routing (ROAR, chapter 1.5.3), and makes no reference to the 

concerns and advice received about the BRT concepts and design. A consultation 

process that will not acknowledge the inputs from the public and the professional 

community creates the conditions for design teams to persist on their preferred course 

even when its weaknesses have been highlighted.  

2) Swiftway, as currently designed, is not BRT by international standards

Swiftway, as presented for this public consultation, cannot be considered as Bus Rapid 

Transit when compared to international practice. It is somewhat misleading to present 
it as ‘BRT’ to a public that it not well-informed of what BRT can actually achieve and 

accepts it to be so on face-value. It is also a missed opportunity.  

• It does not meet the basic criteria of BRT set out in the 2014 BRT Standard:

o Almost all of the BRT is lateral running (i.e. bus lanes at the side of the

road). Median running way only occurs on the Swords Bypass.

o Among other things, such extensive use of lateral lanes ensures that the

BRT is structurally and permanently impaired by roadside activities,

conflicts with turning traffic, cycle lanes adjacent to the BRT lane without

physical separation, all of which impose operational speed limitations.

• “Top operational speed of 50 kph in suburban area and 30 kph in City Centre

area” (ROAR, chapter 5.3.1.3) cannot be classed as Rapid Transit. Surprisingly,

the operational speed achievable by the design (end-to-end in-service speed) is

never identified even in the route option assessment (ROAR, chapter 10.2).

o Can Table 10.5-10.6 (ROAR) really mean that the travel time saving is

just 30 seconds per passenger trip in 2018, “rising” to 45 seconds by

2033, after a €250 million investment?

• In reality, this is a QBC improvement project, which addresses the many

weaknesses of QBCs that should have been resolved years ago. Improved QBC is

worthwhile, but it is not BRT and it does not justify this level of investment.

• The magnitude of cost is excessive for what is being delivered in terms of

transportation capacity, speed, journey-time savings or passenger comfort.



o The full cost of a BRT scheme is being incurred (€200-250 million), but
the effective increase in capacity and performance is that of QBC

enhancement (€30-50 million)

• The attention to cycling is excessive, and impedes the current and future

capacity of the BRT. The route should be designated a public transport primary
axis, cyclists should be directed to quieter parallel streets.

o BRT is a significant mass transit investment. It has the potential to avoid
the need to make a later investment of many billions in rail-based modes.

The cycling strategy for the corridor needs to be adjusted in this light.
o Achieving the long-term capacity for the BRT should not be

compromised. When the BRT has been designed to achieve its full

potential, cyclists can then be accommodated to the extent possible.

• To even consider allowing cyclists to share the BRT lane and impede the
progress of BRT vehicles (ROAR, chapter 4.5) shows that this is not conceived or

designed as a rapid transit system.

It is evident that this BRT is being designed by people who “think tram”, and who think 

that a bus that looks and acts like a tram is the ideal solution. It does not come across 

that they have sufficient international experience of BRT.   

3) Recommended interventions to improve the design process and outcomes

The current design process should be put on hold, on the basis of immediate 
implementation of the following:  

• Commission an independent review by international experts of the design

process and brief to date, and comparison of the current design to international
practice and capacity in BRT

• NTA to make a clear statement of the transportation requirements for the
corridor in the immediate, medium- and long-term (volume of travel, areas to be

connected, connection to other transport elements). This could be the design
requirements for Metro North, revised to account for changes in recent years.

• Revise the design brief to generate a feasible, unconstrained bus-based solution

that fully meets the stated requirements, based on having the same

implementation powers and commitment for rail or LRT.

• Establish a multi-party Steering Committee (or equivalent), to oversee the

design brief, design phase and outcomes. This must include membership with

extensive experience in BRT and urban bus operations.

• Develop a bus-based solution that meets the revised design brief. Ensure that

the design team has extensive international experience in BRT.

• Develop a phased concept that can increase capacity and service offer in line

with the anticipated growth in demand; identifying the infrastructure elements

that must be implemented from the outset, and those that can be enhanced over

time.

• Launch a further consultation that is based on a comprehensive concept, service

and operational design, routing and quality parameters.

No doubt counter-arguments will be made on grounds such as “the detailed 
requirements were in other reports”; “we have examined that already”; “we have come 

too far now to turn back”; and “this will delay things and we need solutions urgently”.  

The obvious rejoinders are: 



• If the scheme design process is wrong, the outcome will certainly be wrong

• If the scheme is not designed for the future requirements, it will be found

wanting when the additional capacity is needed

• If the opportunity is spurned now to build for €300 million a scheme that meets

the future requirements, we will be forced into solutions that cost €3+ billion

• If serious flaws are not acknowledged and rectified now, they will re-emerge in
the planning application phase leading to rejection and redesign of the scheme,

with even greater delay and wasted public money

The opportunity is available to improve the concept, the capacity and the value of 

Swiftway. It should be taken.  

Brendan Finn,  

24th November 2014. 

Brendan Finn is a transport consultant with extensive international experience in the 

organisation and operation of urban public transport, including BRT. This submission is 

made in a personal capacity as citizen, taxpayer, resident of Dublin and user of public 

transport. It does not seek to advance any commercial interest. 

As should be clear from the above, the purpose of this submission is not to obstruct the BRT 

proposal but to strengthen it. Nevertheless, a point comes where the design and value are 

so limited and the missed opportunity so great that even advocates must shout “Stop!” 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 19:57

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Tara Flynn 

Organisation: Private home 

Address: 46 Bunbury Gate Crescent, Swords, Co Dublin 

Comments: 

I strongly object this planned scheme. This will hugely effect school picks and drop offs and will impact 

negatively on our lovely area by reducing walk ways, no parking & land grabbing. I do not support this and 

it can't happen. 

The service that is currently provided is sufficient . 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 12:29

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Faye Flynn 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Knocksedan Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 12:30

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Erin Flynn 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Knocksedan Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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1

Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 12:31

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Gareth Flynn 

Organisation: Knocksedan resident 

Address: Knocksedan swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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1

Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 14:18

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Carol Flynn 

Organisation: Knocksedan Demesne Resident 

Address: Knocksedan Demesne 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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1

Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 14:21

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Gareth Flynn 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Knocksedan Demesne 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 11:44

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Kenneth Gavin 

Organisation: Not applicable (resident Swords Road D 9 ) 

Address: 267 Swords Road, Santry, Dublin 9 

Comments: 

To whom it may concern, 

Both my wife and I own our home at 267 Swords Road.Our home is a 5 bedroom terraced residence We 

have looked at the plans published and note that the Authority are proposing to widen the road going past 

our home. This would entail reducing the size of our front garden area. We object to this reduction because 

of the following reasons 

1) It would reduce our car parking from 5 cars to 3 cars

2) Reducing our front space would bring pedestrian and traffic closer to our home

3) Noise and vibration inside our home would increase because it would be closer

4) All of the above factors would have a negative impact to our quality of life

5) The above would greatly decrease the market value of our property.

Kind regards, 

K. Gavin 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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1

Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 17:10

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: IPA_Submission_to_NTA_re._Swiftway_BRT_281114.pdf

From: Keith Gavin 

Organisation: Irish Parking Association 

Address: Unit 3, Barrowside Business Park, Sleaty Road, Carlow 

Comments: 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

Please see attached the Irish Parking Association's submission in relation to the Public Consultation on 

Swiftway Bus Rapid Transit- Swords/Airport to City Centre. 

Yours faithfully, 

Keith Gavin 

Irish Parking Association 

Unit 3, Barrowside Business Park 

Sleaty Road 

Carlow 

Tel: +353-59-9136886 

Mob: 087-8113624 

Fax: +353-59-9135185 

email: info@parkingireland.ie 

www.parkingireland.ie 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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National Transport Authority 

Dún Scéine 

Harcourt Lane 

Dublin 2 

28
th
 November 2014 

Re: Public Consultation on Swiftway Bus Rapid Transit- Swords/Airport to City Centre 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

The Irish Parking Association (IPA), being the representative body for all interested stakeholders in the 

parking sector in Ireland, is opposed to this scheme, as currently proposed, for the following reasons: 

• Dublin has a Georgian and Medieval Historic city centre and the fact is that the city centre can be

easily walked. However, a number of factors, such as weak transport infrastructure, the sprawling

nature of the city, poor planning enforcement, and inadequate footpaths for pedestrians detract

from Dublin’s strengths. BRT will further impede on the available footpath space.

• The number of streets that can take a BRT is limited.

• The bus was the most popular transport modal choice with 34% preferring its use to access the

city centre, 20% of respondents favoured gaining access to the city centre by car according to

Dublin City Council survey of Dubliner’s opinions- ‘Your City Your Voice’ survey in 2012

• The proposed NTA route map is creating unprecedented problems for car-borne shoppers.

• The number of route changes and cessation of junctions is such that we have no confidence that

car users will continue to use city centre. To give an example when the Busgate in College Green

was introduced, a simple change, it caused a drop of 20% in car users coming into city centre

according to Dublin City Council reports.

• Car parks accommodate 16-18 million cars annually. Car-borne shoppers may only come to city

centre 5 or 6 times a year. The reality is that significant changes in between visits will break the

visitors’ habits which, once broken, may never be re-established.

• Infrequent visitors to Dublin e.g. for GAA matches, soccer matches, concerts in The 3 Arena or

other venues in city centre will be impeded by restrictions in accessing the city.

• The current use of city centre car parks is down. Can the NTA justify the expected increased

growth they are using in their proposal with factual data?

• The extent of no left/right turns for traffic as indicated requires a full overview of a city-wide

route map to ensure car bound traffic can travel to all destinations.

• This is not a full consultation as promised as only one route is published and even that is subject

to further development according to each drawing. Under EU Law more than one option is

required in such a proposal as put forward by Swiftway

• To prepare a plan for BRT without fully considering other modes of transport, particularly cars, is

simplistic in the extreme and unwise in the understanding of the outcome expected. There is no

Traffic Plan for Dublin as part of the Swiftway proposal for Swords to City Centre.

• BRT is a significant disruption to the existing public transport system.

• BRT is considered suitable only for moderately used traffic corridors. In this proposal all routes

are major arteries to the city and heavily used.

• BRT is a short-term solution at best and some research indicates it can be more expensive to

operate than a light rail system.

• Is BRT value for money in the present climate?

0411b
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\…contd. 

• The NTA has not shown the projected passenger load that will use this service.  It is difficult to

see the economic benefit and NTA’s own 2012 report stated that a bigger system is needed. (Bus

Rapid Transit Core Network Report 2012 – NTA – Page 72)

• The IPA welcomes public transport but the population in the whole of Ireland is 6.8 million

people and they need to be serviced as well, and not only the 42,738 Swords urban area/68,000

Swords local area residents. (Ref. CSO Census 2011 figures).

• Any loss of access to the city centre will drastically affect trade and ultimately the level of rates

that can be imposed. It is imperative that the NTA understands that most inward investment

decisions for the city centre are made outside of Ireland and that Dublin City Centre is competing

with Dundrum, Liffey Valley, Blanchardstown etc. for this investment.

• Have the NTA carried out an economic impact study on Dublin City Centre in light of the fact

that Dublin City Council generates €65 million in rates in the prime retail core of Dublin 1 & 2.

• 90% of public transport will go through O’Connell Street.

• Previous experience with long buses (‘bendy bus’) was, at best, mixed.

• In comparison to light rail, BRT capacity is very low and not much ahead of the bus system.

• BRT is intended to operate for a significant part of the route in a fully dedicated rights of way

corridor. Nowhere in this proposal is this evident.

• At no time is there any mention of the rights of private bus operators on that route and how this

would affect them.

• If BRT is implemented, are taxis still allowed to use the Airport to city centre bus corridor?

• If BRT is to be implemented the public transport model needs to be changed to the European

model.

• BRT systems operating in Europe service, in the main, outside city centre and operate as an

ordinary bus service inside city centre.

• The BRT as proposed has a limited integration with other public transport modes. However, if

BRT was to run to Bus Aras, there would be integration with other modes of public transport i.e.

Luas, rail and Bus Éireann routes.

• This plan, as proposed, is an interim measure- why not look at a more long-term solution, e.g.

DART Underground or other options and give existing bus services priority at traffic lights to

decrease their journey time.

For the above reasons, and given the likely very negative impact on the operations of our members, 

we hope that you give serious consideration to these issues and that a review of the proposed scheme 

be carried out in advance of any implementation. We would be delighted for the opportunity to meet 

with you and discuss this matter further and to provide our input to this proposed scheme. 

Yours faithfully, 

��������	�
�
_____________________________ 

Keith Gavin 

Chairman 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 13:39

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Adell Geoghegan 

Organisation: knocksedan resident 

Address: Knocksedan wood 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been trying for years to have Dublin Bus, Swords 

Express and Bus Eireann to include Knocksedan on their route without success. If BRT / swift way gets the 

go ahead Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main Swords Swiftway 

stops 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

0413

louise.odriscoll
Highlight

louise.odriscoll
Highlight

louise.odriscoll
Highlight

louise.odriscoll
Highlight



1

Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 12:08

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Eddie Gleeson 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Knocksedan, Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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1

Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 12:09

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Elaine Gleeson 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Knocksedan, Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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1

Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 15:57

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: gpra_-_swiftway_-_nov14.docx

From: Brian Golden, Assistant Secretary, GPRA 

Organisation: Gaeltacht Park Residents' Association (GPRA) 

Address: c/o 26 Innishmaan Road, Whitehall, Dublin 9 

Comments: 

Please see attached file from representing the views of the GPRA Committee who represent our members in 

Gaeltacht Park and the adjoining houses on Swords Road.  

All the best, 

Brian 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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26 Innishmaan Road, 

Whitehall, 

Dublin 9. 

28th November 2014. 

Dublin City Council Civic Offices, 

Wood Quay, 

Dublin 8.  

Re:  Public Consultation on Swiftway – Bus Rapid Transit 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Gaeltacht Park Residents' Association would like to make the following public submission reflecting the views 

of our 15-person Committee and our membership of over 200 households.      

First and foremost, we would like to warmly welcome your overall proposal and the preferred route, which 

would deliver valuable and long overdue transport links between the airport, the city centre and Swords, for 

the city and its visitors and for our community.  In addition, we welcome the provisions for two metre cycle 

lanes and two metre foot paths, the minimal construction involved and, in particular, the provisions for older 

and disabled people in terms of bus entrances level with bus stops.   

We would like to raise the following issues in a constructive manner and would welcome further engagement. 

A key concern of our members is the removal of the facility to turn right into Iveragh Road from the Swords 

Road when travelling south.  We do not see how Swiftway necessitates the removal of this turn since there is 

no specific lane provided for turning that could be removed to make place for Swiftway.  Access to our estate 

can be difficult in heavy traffic, which would be exacerbated by removing this facility.  A particular problem 

would arise between 7 and 10 am when there is no right turn into our estate from Collins Avenue, when 

travelling east.  This restriction is in place to prevent what had been a significant rat-running problem.  The 

current proposal would mean anyone travelling by this route would have to undertake a long detour or a U-

turn on very busy roads, to access our estate.   

Observations we would also like to bring to your attention are: 

• The Iveragh Road bus stop has much higher volumes of passengers than the Highfield hospital bus stop,

which Swiftway proposes to utilise.  This is particularly important in our area where there is a

significant concentration of older people;

• Where a tree has to be uprooted, and we hope this is rare, we would ask that another tree be planted

as close as is feasible to the original tree;

• We request a commitment that the overall bus service will be significantly improved.  This is to assuage

any concerns that Swiftway may see a significant degrading of existing services.

• We would also request a commitment that existing plans for public transport on the northside of the

city remain on the table to be delivered.  Even with Swiftway, the northside of the city will continue to
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be at a disadvantage in terms of public transport relative to the city as a whole, and other comparable 

cities.     

Please feel free to contact us in order to engage further on any of the issues that we raise and on any other 

issues that you would like to bring to our attention.  We want to work with you so that your proposals achieve 

their full potential.   

Yours faithfully, 

_______________ 

Brian Golden, Assistant Secretary, on behalf of the GPRA Committee 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:53

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: Green_Party_BRT_Swiftway_submission_28.11.14.pdf

From: Christopher Green, Green Party Press Officer 

Organisation: Green Party 

Address: 16/17 Suffolk Street, Dublin 2 

Comments: 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Please find attached the Green Party's contribution to the Swiftway BRT submission. 

Regards, 

Chris. 

Chris Green 

Press Officer 

press@greenparty.ie 

+353 1 679 0012 

+353 86 661 0972 

Follow us @greenparty_ie 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 12:11

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: linda graydon 

Organisation: knocksedan resident 

Address: 4 knocksedan drive sworxs 

Comments: 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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1

Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 10 November 2014 22:53

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Michael Guildea 

Organisation: RIDGEWOOD 

Address: 1 cedar close ridgewood swords 

Comments: 

This Proposal will only succeed if there is a localised bus service in the swords area……………. As things 

stand people will not walk from 5to25 mins. to get to a bus stop in all weathers, because of a fragmented 

and disjointed Dublin bus service. save your 200 million euro. run one bus service every 5 mins. from the 

city centre to swords main street 25/30 mins. journey time…. backed up by a localised bus service covering 

the whole of swords, which passes through swords main street at regular intervals to connect for journeys to 

or from the city centre… in addition all commuters to donebate, skerries and balbriggan would all change at 

swords for onward journeys. Duplication of the current bus routes,33 / 41 / 41a /41b / 41c from city centre 

to swords are totally unecomomical. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:54

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: Swiftway_Submission.pdf

From: Roy Harford 

Organisation: N/A 

Address: 7 Rathbeale Cottages, Swords, Co. Dublin 

Comments: 

I am in favour of the proposed Swiftway service, but would just like to make a few suggestions. Please see 

attached file. Thank you for your consideration. 

-- 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 17:06

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: Swiftway_Stayaway_-_Proforma_letter_of_objection_-_Final_2.docx

From: Lynne Hartigan 

Organisation: Glenellan residents assoc. 

Address: 13 Glenellan walk words Co. Dublin 

Comments: 

-- 
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0421a

louise.odriscoll
Highlight



To whom it may concern, 

I wish to make a submission in relation to the proposed Bus Rapid Transit Scheme. I would like to 
state my opposition to the construction of the scheme as it is currently proposed. The reason for my 
objection is based on the following: 

Removal of Green space at Glen Ellan Park 

The location of the Applewood /Jug Back Lane stop as outlined in the plan will have a significant 
impact on the Glen Ellan Park Green space. The location of this stop will result in the boundary for the 
green space being pushed back by about 8 metres at certain points, significantly reducing the size of 
this valuable play area for children. In addition it will also result in the gradient of this green space 
becoming dangerously steep at certain points.  

This is the main green area for the houses located within Glen Ellen Park and Glen Ellen Avenue with 
both of these roads having large numbers of young children regularly using this currently safe amenity. 

Impact at all Traffic Junctions 

The current proposal to replace all roundabouts along the Swords route with wider junctions and traffic 
signals that will prioritise the Swiftway bus, resulting in major traffic implications for cars travelling on 
what is already a very congested route. 

Pedestrianisation Jug back lane 

The proposed pedestrianisation of Jug Back Lane will have a major impact on traffic on other 
roadways in the area, cause significant problems for 550 students attending St Finians Community 
College. In addition it will result in a potential black spot for anti social behaviour. 

Removal of the Skate Park, Balheary Park 

The current proposal requires the complete removal of the existing Skate Park, which is used by large 
numbers of children and teens from the area. It took many years of work to get this valuable 
recreational amenity built and its removal will have a devastating impact on the younger and voiceless 
members of our community. 

Safety for Children 

The construction of such a roadway will inevitably constitute an increased risk to the safety of children 
playing in the Glen Ellan / Sandford Wood / Applewood / Castleview / Brides Glen / Bunbury Gate and 
South Bank areas.  

Points of concern include 

• The removal of the grass margins going up the length of the Glen Ellan Road resulting in
children walking in close proximity to the road. This is of particular concern at areas of high
pedestrian traffic approaching the three local primary schools.

• Increased volumes and regularity of the BRT vehicles using the Glen Ellan Road will result in
children being unable to walk safely across to their local shops, play ground and all weather
facility.

• Significant issues and concerns relating the safety of children, pedestrians and cyclists
crossing the roads at any of the  junctions that are intersected or impacted by the BRT

Impact on Pedestrians 

The removal of pedestrian bridges along the route will significantly impact on pedestrian safety and 
ability to access other parts of Swords. 
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Removal of the existing Parking Facilities at local Primary Schools 

Within the current proposal all of the on street parking rights outside the two schools - Gaelscoil Bhrian 
Boroimhe and Swords Educate Together will be completely removed. Together these schools have 
almost 900 pupils attending with many of the children travelling some distance each morning. As was 
confirmed at the recent consultation there are no plans to make any provision for the approximate 50 
car spaces that will be removed with the development of the BRT directly outside the schools. Without 
the provision of a suitable number of car parking spaces in close proximity to the school all roads 
within the area will be blocked up at peak times in the morning. This will impact significantly on all the 
neighbouring estates and the local community. 

Commuter Parking 

Without a park and ride facility and in the absence of an alternative transport service; a major concern 
is the potential for people commuting to drive into the estates along the proposed route, leaving their 
cars for the day to use the bus – thus depriving residents of their parking and further eroding the 
quality of life. 

BRT Concept and Metro North 

I believe that we need improved transport solutions in Swords which is a public transport wasteland in 
comparison to the rest of the city.  

I welcome the commitment to review the proposal for Metro North. However, it is inevitable that the 
development of this BRT programme will delay the development of the Metro North project: firstly by 
reducing the funds available for capital transport infrastructure investment and secondly by catering for 
some of the demand that would have been there for the Metro thus lessening the urgency to develop 
the Metro project.  

BRT must not be a cheap alternative to Metro North 

Impact on local bus service and other road users 

Traffic signal priority to the BRT will have a negative impact on other road users and may lead to the 
deterioration of other bus services operating in the area. The existing Swords Express route via Dublin 
Port is currently achieving similar travel times to those proposed by BRT and along with Dublin Bus 
currently serves our community well. This subsidised state BRT system will be competing with these 
bus services and may make existing routes unviable. 

Environmental impact 

Felling of trees will be required along the route negatively affecting the aesthetics and local 
environment. This along with the lengthy construction process will significantly impact on local 
resident’s quality of life. 

Conclusion 

To summarise, I am opposed to the construction of the BRT system as outlined in the current proposal 
unless all of the above issues that will seriously affect our area are adequately dealt with. There are 
alternatives which do not involve destroying local amenities, placing children and families at risk along 
with causing significant disruption and ongoing problems for our local community. 

I look forward to the outcome of the consultation process. 

Upload this file To NTA Website at the following link:  

http://www.nationaltransport.ie/consultations/public-consultation-on-swiftway-bus-rapid-transit-swordsairport-

to-city-centre  

Closing date for submissions is Friday 28th November at 5pm 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 25 November 2014 09:11

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Mark Harvey 

Organisation: Residential 

Address: Four Seasons, Upper Carrickhill Road, Portmarnock 

Comments: 

Dear Sirs, I wish to make a submission in regards to the proposed Swiftway / BRT route outside Swords 

Educate Together School in Applewood, Swords. Our children attend this school, and there were few 

Educate Together Schools to choose from. Living in Portmarnock and being in School in Swords, the only 

conceivable way of getting to school is by car, and this requires us to drive to Swords and then park our car 

on the road outside the school for drop off between 08:10 and 08:40 ( school starts 08:30 ) and then again 

between 13:45 and 14:20 for pick up at the end of the day. Parking is already very restricted with the Irish 

school and another ETNS located in Applewood village. Schools have helped by staggering start times, but 

I understand that with the Swiftway, parking along this route will be revoked. There will be no where to 

park to our children off for school unless we start to park in neighbouring estates ( which will not be 

welcomed ) and then children will need to walk along what will become a very busy road with Swiftway, 

through traffic and new housing estate. This is not a well thought out plan. If Swiftway is to go along this 

route, provision needs to to be considered for additional parking for the 2 schools to allow safe drop-off and 

pick up. 

Housing has not yet been developed opposite the schools, so there is plenty of time to incorporate suitable 

parking, preferable by diverting the Swiftway route onto open ground opposite the schools and existing road 

and leaving the current road untouched. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 14:58

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: JOHN HEARN 

Organisation: NONE 

Address: ST ANTHONYS, 35 BISCAYNE, MALAHIDE, Co DUBLIN 

Comments: 

The proposed scheme is fundamentally flawed. The only people to benefit are the Consultants and 

contractors involved in the construction of the various bus lanes / dedicated routes. Journeys for existing 

users will be no faster, especially compared with "express" options which run non-stop between Swords and 

Dublin. Bus stops will be further from peoples homes and this might discourage the use of public transport 

altogether. The vehicles proposed, the so-called "bendybusses" have been introduced previously in London, 

Dublin and Malta and had to be withdrawn because they were a disaster. One of the key issues in Boris 

Johnson's campaign to be Mayor of London was a commitment to withdraw all such buses. Other road users 

will be adversely impacted by construction works. Does the NTA want to be the next Irish Water? 

-- 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 15:19

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: David Henderson 

Organisation: Private 

Address: 90 Iveragh Road, Dublin 9 

Comments: 

I welcome greater focus on public transport along this busy and important transport corridor. I am totally in 

favour of better public transport on this corridor. However, I am concerned that the unless adequate priority 

and segregation is given to the Swiftway that the journey time reduction will not be sufficient to justify the 

capital cost and will not be enough to result in mode shift from car to public transport. 

Any investment will have to result in dramatically reduced journey times and also be of sufficient scale to 

allow for future higher density housing developments in north Dublin. Metro North addresses these issues.  

With regard to the proposed route the right turn ban from the Swords Road onto Iveragh Road may cause 

further delays at the junction with Collins Avenue and on Collins Avenue itself. 

Also, the footpath on the southbound side of the Swords Road heading towards Highfield Hospital is 

already very narrow, if the project proceeds – this footpath should be widened as part of the overall 

realignment.  

Currently, traffic on the southbound route on the Swords Road turning left onto Collins Avenue cause 

significant delays to buses in the bus lane, as cars enter the bus lane to turn onto Collins avenue (at the 

bottom of Holy Child church carpark) and then cannot get through the junction. This can result in buses 

missing a number of light changes. 

Additionally, traffic heading West on Collins avenue turning to the southbound lane of the Swords Road 

end up sitting across the bus lane further blocking buses. 

As an interim measure could traffic light signals and other low cost engineering measures be put in place 

reduce the number of these needless delays to buses? 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 20:56

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: alan hickey 

Organisation: home owner 

Address: 36 Bunbury Gate Ave 

Comments: 

I object to this bus service as it does nothing for swords and will cause 2 or 3 years of dealys for me. Also it 

will take away the green are in front of my house which yous will put a bus stop there and I'm not happy 

about it. The eta to city center is slower than swords express which is the best bus service anybody could 

have its a pity they don't take the hole route of dublin bus! 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 12:54

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: 141128_Bovale_Developent_Submission_BRT_Swords_City_Centre.pdf

From: Michael Higgins 

Organisation: ILTP Consulting 

Address: St. Albert's House, Dunboyne, Co. Meath 

Comments: 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

ILTP Consulting have been requested by Bovale Developments to undertake an analysis of the proposed 

BRT and prepare a submission to the National Transport Authority (NTA), BRT Preferred Route for the 

Swords / Airport to City Centre Corridor.  

Please find attached submission on behalf of Bovale Developments on the BRT Preferred Route for the 

Swords / Airport to City Centre Corridor. 

Can you please confirm receipt of submission and if you have any query please contact me. 

Regards, 

Mike Higgins 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 17:08

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: swiftway_objection.doc

From: Paula Jones 

Organisation: Resident 

Address: 13 Brides Glen Avenue, Swords, Co. Dublin 

Comments: 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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13 Brides Glen Avenue, 
Swords, 

Co. Dublin. 

01 890 3156 
28th November 2014 

To Whom it May Concern, 

I wish to submit my objection in respect of the proposed Swiftway Bus Rapid Transit – 

Swords/ Airport to City Centre, with particular emphasis upon the selected emerging 

preferred route for the BRT from the R132 at the Estuary Roundabout through the Glen 

Ellan distributor Road to the proposed terminus in Oldtown.  

This section of the proposed route flies in the face of due diligence in respect of proper 

planning and assessment of local transport objectives and requirements as set out by an 

elected body for an area, which in turn will lead to unnecessary and unacceptable 

impacts upon the receiving environment. 

While the Route Options Assessment Report assesses transport planning policy 

documents in respect of the proposed scheme, and states in its conclusion (Section 2.8) 

that ‘The need for the scheme is predominantly borne out of the need to provide a 

higher quality, higher capacity public transport service, than currently exists, to serve 

the Swords corridor in the short to medium term in advance of Metro North. BRT is 

identified as serving this purpose and allowing key development areas such as Swords 

to continue to develop in advance of this’. The route selected does not take account of the 

transport objectives within the Fingal Development Plan 2011 to 2017 or the specific 

objectives of the Oldtown – Mooretown Local Area Plan (LAP).  

Within Section 6.2 of the Route Options Assessment Report, where the stage 1 

assessment is carried out, a specific route option should have been assessed in 

accordance with the Key Transport objective of the Oldtown – Mooretown Local Area 

Plan, i.e. Section 3.2.7 of the LAP ‘Quality Bus Network’. This quality bus network route 

was based upon an Integrated Traffic Model which was prepared for Swords as part of 

the document ‘Your Swords, An Emerging City, Strategic Vision 2035’. The absence of 

this route which would have been in accordance with Fingal County Councils transport 

policy for the local area, shows an absence of proper planning assessment within the 

Route Selection process. 

The preferred route selected for this section of the BRT is also in breach of the Local Area 

Plans Strategic Vision and Development Strategy for the Glen Ellen Road extension, in 

particular in respect of Section 3.2 ‘Movement Strategy and Transportation 

Infrastructure’, where section 3.2.5 ‘Glen Ellan Main Street’ of the LAP sets out the 

proposed objectives of the LAP for the Glen Ellan Road. The LAP objective is for a 6m 
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carriageway with cycle facilities, 4m wide footpaths and 1.5m wide tree lined verges, 

whereas the BRT is proposing 13m wide carriageway with 2m wide shared surface cycle 

facilities, 2m wide footpaths and the omission of the tree lined verges. While Section 

6.3.2 of the Route Options Assessment Report references the LAP, it then proceeds to 

disregard the requirements and objectives of the LAP without taking due cognisance of it 

as a constraint upon the proposed scheme.  

Through breaching specific objectives of the LAP, e.g. Key Objectives Transport 

‘Redesign the Glen Ellan Road Extension so that it’s function changes from a distributor 

road to a main street, which will serve 2 schools, a large park and Local Centre, in 

addition to dwellings’ the proposed route as planned will have a direct and unacceptable 

impact upon the existing properties which bound the Glen Ellan distributor Road in 

respect of noise, air quality, road safety, transport integration, landscape and visual. 

Through the planned frequency of buses along this route at 4 minute intervals during 

peak times in conjunction with the traffic corridor being moved closer to properties, this 

will create a noise so loud, so continuous, so repeated, of such duration that it will be in 

breach of Statutory rights of the residents in accordance with the Environmental Noise 

Regulations 2006. This in addition will be accentuated as the proposed scheme removes 

the existing verge and trees along the distributor road which would have provided some 

level of noise screening (however minor). The route also proposes to run with these bus 

frequencies past the 2 existing sensitive receptors in the 2 Primary Schools (Swords 

Educate Together and Gaelscoil Brian Bóroimhe), which will subjected to the 

unacceptable levels of noise. 

As the Route Options report ignores the transport objectives set out in ‘Your Swords, An 

Emerging City, Strategic Vision 2035’ and seeks to rely on the end to end transport 

demand modelling carried out in the route assessment, it has not taken into account the 

local traffic vagaries that would be identified had any micro-simulation modelling been 

carried out on the Glen Ellan Distributor Road.  

At present during peak traffic there is bottle necking of traffic seeking to exit the 

Castleview/ Bunbury Gate and Brides Glen estates at peak times. This is in particular due 

to vehicles dropping off children up to Swords Educate Together and Gaelscoil Brian 

Bóroimhe. This will not be reduced by the BRT as the school traffic is internal traffic 

movements within the Swords area as opposed to the traffic corridor being served by the 

BRT. As such with the addition of buses at 4 minute frequencies this will only add to the 

inability of people trying to exit their estates which in turn will create safety hazards as 

frustrated drivers seek to speed through gaps in the traffic across 2 lanes of traffic.  

Added to this is the increased road safety issue which would have been identified had a 

Stage F road safety audit been carried out as the site lines at the estate entranceways are 

proposed to be substantially reduced due to the increased carriageway width and the 

proposal to replace the existing footpath/ verge/ segregated cycletrack (circa 5m) with a 

2m footpath. 



Finally, in response to the economic appraisal carried out as part of this route 

assessment and in particular the emphasis in the reliability of the journey time in 

promotion of the BRT. It is of note that while the BRT may replace and improve upon 

existing public buses, there already exists a private express bus service, serving the Glen 

Ellan distributor road which provides sufficient frequency and reduced travel times in 

comparison to the public bus service. As such there could be no appreciable cost benefit 

in spending money on a service to double up and compete with that already in place.  

Whereas should the final section of the BRT follow that proposed within the Oldtown – 

Mooretown Local Area Plan and the report, ‘Your Swords, An Emerging City, Strategic 

Vision 2035’ it would complement the existing transport provisions to the Swords Area, 

improving the service to a catchment area not already served by a reliable express service 

and it may make economic sense.  

Yours faithfully, 

Paula Jones 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 14:18

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Karen Joyce 

Organisation: knocksedan resident 

Address: 24 Molesworth Close, Brackenstown, Swords, Co Dublin 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

dublin bus, swords express & bus Éireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If 

Brt/swiftway gets the go ahead , Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the 

main Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 14:37

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Anthony Joyce 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: 24 Molesworth Close, Brackenstown, Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Bus Éireann ( school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If Brt/swiftway gets the go 

ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus to one of the main swords swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 12:03

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Evelyn Jones 

Organisation: Glen Ellan & Sandford Wood Residents Association 

Address: 19 Glen Ellan Grove, swords 

Comments: 

To whom it may concern, 

I wish to make a submission in relation to the proposed Bus Rapid Transit Scheme. I would like to state my 

opposition to the construction of the scheme as it is currently proposed. The reason for my objection is 

based on the following: 

Removal of Green space at Glen Ellan Park 

The location of the Applewood /Jug Back Lane stop as outlined in the plan will have a significant impact on 

the Glen Ellan Park Green space. The location of this stop will result in the boundary for the green space 

being pushed back by about 8 metres at certain points, significantly reducing the size of this valuable play 

area for children. In addition it will also result in the gradient of this green space becoming dangerously 

steep at certain points.  

This is the main green area for the houses located within Glen Ellen Park and Glen Ellen Avenue with both 

of these roads having large numbers of young children regularly using this currently safe amenity. 

Pedestrianisation Jug back lane 

The proposed pedestrianisation of Jug Back Lane will have a major impact on traffic on other roadways in 

the area, cause significant problems for 550 students attending St Finians Community College. In addition it 

will result in a potential black spot for anti social behaviour. 

Removal of the Skate Park, Balheary Park 

The current proposal requires the complete removal of the existing Skate Park, which is used by large 

numbers of children and teens from the area. It took many years of work to get this valuable recreational 

amenity built and its removal will have a devastating impact on the younger and voiceless members of our 

community. 

Safety for Children 

The construction of such a roadway will inevitably constitute an increased risk to the safety of children 

playing in the Glen Ellan / Sandford Wood / Applewood / Castleview / Brides Glen / Bunbury Gate and 

South Bank areas.  

Points of concern include 
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· The removal of the grass margins going up the length of the Glen Ellan Road resulting in children walking

in close proximity to the road. This is of particular concern at areas of high pedestrian traffic approaching 

the three local primary schools.  

· Increased volumes and regularity of the BRT vehicles using the Glen Ellan Road will result in children

being unable to walk safely across to their local shops, play ground and all weather facility. 

· Significant issues and concerns relating the safety of children, pedestrians and cyclists crossing the roads

at any of the junctions that are intersected or impacted by the BRT 

Impact on Pedestrians 

The removal of pedestrian bridges along the route will significantly impact on pedestrian safety and ability 

to access other parts of Swords. 

Removal of the existing Parking Facilities at local Primary Schools 

Within the current proposal all of the on street parking rights outside the two schools – Gaelscoil Bhrian 

Boroimhe and Swords Educate Together will be completely removed. Together these schools have almost 

900 pupils attending with many of the children travelling some distance each morning. As was confirmed at 

the recent consultation there are no plans to make any provision for the approximate 50 car spaces that will 

be removed with the development of the BRT directly outside the schools. Without the provision of a 

suitable number of car parking spaces in close proximity to the school all roads within the area will be 

blocked up at peak times in the morning. This will impact significantly on all the neighbouring estates and 

the local community. 

Commuter Parking 

Without a park and ride facility and in the absence of an alternative transport service; a major concern is the 

potential for people commuting to drive into the estates along the proposed route, leaving their cars for the 

day to use the bus – thus depriving residents of their parking and further eroding the quality of life. 

BRT Concept and Metro North 

I believe that we need improved transport solutions in Swords which is a public transport wasteland in 

comparison to the rest of the city.  

I welcome the commitment to review the proposal for Metro North. However, it is inevitable that the 

development of this BRT programme will delay the development of the Metro North project: firstly by 

reducing the funds available for capital transport infrastructure investment and secondly by catering for 

some of the demand that would have been there for the Metro thus lessening the urgency to develop the 

Metro project.  

BRT must not be a cheap alternative to Metro North 

Impact on local bus service and other road users 

Traffic signal priority to the BRT will have a negative impact on other road users and may lead to the 

deterioration of other bus services operating in the area. The existing Swords Express route via Dublin Port 

is currently achieving similar travel times to those proposed by BRT and along with Dublin Bus currently 

serves our community well. This subsidised state BRT system will be competing with these bus services and 

may make existing routes unviable. 

Environmental impact 
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Felling of trees will be required along the route negatively affecting the aesthetics and local environment. 

This along with the lengthy construction process will significantly impact on local resident’s quality of life. 

Conclusion 

To summarise, I am opposed to the construction of the BRT system as outlined in the current proposal 

unless all of the above issues that will seriously affect our area are adequately dealt with. There are 

alternatives which do not involve destroying local amenities, placing children and families at risk along with 

causing significant disruption and ongoing problems for our local community. 

I look forward to the outcome of the consultation process. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 11:13

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Kieran Lally 

Organisation: Sandford Wood Resident 

Address: 99 pSandford Wood, Swords, Co.Dublin 

Comments: 

I object to the Swiftway on the grounds that you will seriously damage the quality of my life and that of my 

children and neighbours. You intend to move our house closer to an extremely busy roundabout. I 

purchased my house from the plans which included a boundary wall and a green inside that for my children 

to play on, now you intend to come along and basically just to remove it. I am sure that this must contravene 

some legal rights of mine and will explore this further within the context of my European Citizens consumer 

rights. The noise and lights and pollution which you intend to inflict on us by effectively bringing the 

roundabout close to our doors will be entirely unacceptable. 

I cannot also believe that you proposed this route having been moved from the original route, you were told 

by the previous residents group to move it up where there is a young population and that is exactly the 

reason why what you are planning to do is unacceptable. Local children will not be able cycle or walk safely 

to school and the local shops if your plan goes ahead. You will benefit some whilst seriously damaging the 

quality of life of many others and most importantly you will endanger the lives of some potentially. All of 

this so that we might have what is effectively a huge bus.  

Might have been acceptable to stop at the GAA at bottom of Glen Ellan Road thereby having no detrimental 

effect on the lives of the residents and still serviing the area. However it is all a very poor substitute for the 

Swords residents compared with that of Southside residents with Luas. We already have a express bus to 

town. 

To finish I would like to point out that we have already had one dangerous incidents on Sandford Wood 

Green when a car crashed throught the wall into a house, proving that we are already too close to this 

roundabout and you must not move us closer. 

You will seriously damage the quality and safety of our childrens live for the sake of a reduction in 15 

minutes approx. on journey time to city!  

Please do not go ahead with this ridiculous route. 

Thank you for your time and attention. 

Kieran Lally 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 10:08

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Olivia Lane O'Brien 

Organisation: Knocksedan Residents 

Address: 18 Bolton Green Knocksedan Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 25 November 2014 09:33

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: NT_gsbb.pdf

From: Sarahanne & Eoin L'Estrange 

Organisation: Swords Resident 

Address: 98 Boroimhe Alder, Swords, Co Dublin 

Comments: 

We wish to lodge our objecion to this route which will pass by our childs school – Gaeilscoil Bhrian 

Boroimhe. Please find attached letter outlining same. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 17:00

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Ruadhán MacEoin 

Organisation: Mountjoy Square Community Association 

Address: 19 Mountjoy Square, D1 

Comments: 

Ruadhán MacEoin 

Mountjoy Square Community Association 

19 Mountjoy Square 

Dublin 1 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

I write in connection with the proposed City Centre – Swords BRT. 

The NTA will be aware of my previous submission, not only regarding this matter (filed March 6th), but 

also previously with regard to the Dublin Public Transport Plan, filed 04-09-2013. 

As was previously indicated, the net effect of current public transport provision through the Mountjoy 

Square area is that it benefits through traffic with little or no use to people along the routes in the north city 

centre. 

This is partially caused by the unwillingness of Dublin Bus to provide two-way transport along these routes 

and also by their deliberate neglect to provide services to and from Mountjoy Square after 7pm as it 

apparently simply does not suit them. Attempts to deal reasonably with them have not succeeded. 

This situation is greatly exacerbated also by the way by which Dublin Bus have concentrated their services 

coming through this area funneled along one or two streets going through the area, ie North Frederick and 

Dorset Streets. While such an arrangement might suit the operations of Dublin Bus, in effect it means that 

people around here are cheated of services that could be given them. 

It is a bit akin to having schools being developed in an area – but that locals are denied access for their kids, 

as the schools are for kids of people from outside the area: would that be acceptable? 

The original proposal by NTA to route the BRT through Mountjoy Square offered some hope to remedy 

this.  

As was suggested in my submission of March 6th, that was a good choice that could even be better were the 

BRT to be routed via Jones's and Clonliffe Road so that it could also serve Croke Park and the community 

adjacent; obviously on major event days the route could divert by North Frederick Street to avoid events. 

However, now the NTA appears to have adopted the modus operandi of Dublin Bus – and once again the 

people of the north inner city are to be cheated out of having any significant benefit of infrastructure routed 

through their area, despite having to carry the burden of infrastructure routed through their area. 
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A few months ago, the NTA launched the Dublin Public Transport Plan – a central feature of which is to 

properly use the existing railway between Heuston and Connolly Stations. As was outlined by me in 

submission, only one northside station is currently open on this and the adjacent railway at Drumcondra, 

and there is the opportunity to provide stations in the north city centre at Dublin Zoo, Cabra, Phibsborough 

and Croke Park. 

Moreover, there was in my opinion not just the opportunity – but the legal obligation on the NTA to open a 

station at Phibsborough Cross Guns Bridge along this route, as it has been a clear ongoing objective in the 

Phibsborough LAP. 

Instead of which, no new station is to be opened along this route – and locals can instead just enjoy the view 

(noise and pollution) of trains passing them by – with no services for them. This appears somewhat 

comparable to the way the Germans used to route the non-stop trains through the Jewish ghettos. 

All of this is clearly not by accident, as the NTA have been made aware of these issues repeatedly through 

by supposed public consultation processes. 

Hence if it is not by accident, it is by deliberate design. 

If NTA designed public transport is really only to serve publics outside our area and not in our area despite 

infrastructure being routed through it, the NTA and its designer discrimination are simply not wanted.  

The current proposals would further exclusion and amount to apartheid public transport provision. 

Public transport authorities have consistently failed this area and its inhabitants over the years; the NTA is 

only the latest to join this sorry affair. Resulting, the local community understandably feels excluded and is 

entitled to act accordingly. 

The NTA should be reminded that access to environmental justice has been made remarkably more 

affordable. 

In such instance, the NTA would do well to be lucky all of the time. 

Respectfully yours, 

Ruadhán MacEoin 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 19:21

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Philip Mahady 

Organisation: Residents 

Address: brides glen park, 

Comments: 

this ill conceived idea will make living in the ajoining estates a nighmare, it's already served by a great bus 

service that is the swords express. Where is the park and ride facilities? I used to live beside a dart station 

and our road would be blocked up with people parking and walking to the station and not returning till 6 or 

7 and on a Friday the would be left over night.i also worry about the safety of my son when the road is made 

in to a duel carriageway. Please rethink this ridiculous plan 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:41

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Antonnette mahoney 

Organisation: Knocksedan residents 

Address: 1 usher lane knocksedan demense swords 

Comments: 

Bus route for knocksedan 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 15:37

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: Matthews_Submission_to_NTA_BRT_28th_November_2014.doc

From: Paddy Matthews 

Organisation: Matthews Coach Hire Limited 

Address: Callenberg, Inniskeen, County Monaghan 

Comments: 

E-mail address for correspondence is info@matthews.ie 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Submission by 

Matthews Coach Hire Limited 

To 

The National Transport Authority 

On the 

Swiftway BRT - Swords/ Airport to City Centre Proposed Scheme 

28th November 2014 

Matthews Coach Hire Limited 

Matthews Coach Hire Limited currently operates two high frequency commuter 

services utilising the M1 Corridor to service Dundalk, Drogheda and the East 

Meath Coastal area. In addition the company operates services to the 3 Arena 

and the Aviva Stadium. These services also operate along the M1 Corridor and 

service the same geographical area as the commuter services.  

In the context of the nature of the services operated by the company and the 

significance of the M1 Corridor to these services the company has a particular 

interest in the proposals regarding the proposed Swords to City Centre link. 

This company will support any initiative which would increase capacity, reduce 

journey times and achieve a significant model shift from private cars but this 

must be achieved in an appropriate and balanced fashion. However it is the 

opinion of this company that more targeted cost effective options are readily 

available by working in partnership with private enterprise. 

The company made its position clear as regards to a number of aspects of the 

proposed Swiftway BRT - Swords/ Airport to City Centre Proposed Scheme in 

our original submission dated 18th March 2014. Nothing in the published 

scheme would lead us to significantly alter the position adopted in the said 

submission.  

As states in our original submission the feasibility study for this project stated 

that it ‘demonstrates a clear public sector transport deficit in terms of capacity 

along the routes outlined’. We would continue challenge this conclusion. It is 

our clear view that the alternatives to the BRT proposal have not been fully 

evaluated. Perhaps there is a need to accept that the ‘big ticket’ project is not 

always the solution and this is particularly true when it comes to public 
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transport infrastructure projects. There is a significant volume of work to be 

addressed within the capacity of the existing system and service providers 

before we move to such a ‘big ticket’ solution. The proposed BRT system 

would incur enormous project development costs and significant impact over a 

protracted period of time.  A small part of this money would significantly 

address the issues of  enhancement of bus stops, QBC’s, priority at junctions, 

new park and ride facilities and co-ordinated marketing with little or no impact 

on the continued operation of existing services arising from infrastructural 

work. Equally the benefits would be almost immediate with virtually no 

downside. In particular we note that there is no provision for any new park and 

ride facilities to be developed in conjunction with the Swiftway Service. 

In particular we wish to comment on the following: 

1. It is intended that the initial operational and maintenance contract

for the Swords/Airport to City Centre Swiftway service will be
assigned to Dublin Bus. The simple question on this issue is ‘why’?

Surely in the context of the proposal to commence competitively

tendering of a portion of the public bus service market from Autumn

2016 onward consideration should have been given to a public tendering

process for the Swiftway Service? Is the NTA assured that on public

tendering and procurement grounds that this decision is legally sound?

This appears, in the broader context of the overall proposal and its

resulting direct effect on private sector operators, to simple be a

mechanism to exclude private operator and maintain an effective state

monopoly via Dublin Bus.

2. Our services, in common with other identifiable private operators,
will overlap with the proposed Swiftway Service, in our case from the

Whitehall junction into the city centre. Can we be assured that our

vehicles will continue to have full access to all existing and proposed

dedicated bus lanes and corridors including those specifically developed

to accommodate the Swiftway Service? If the answer is anything other

than a categorical ‘yes’ then the only conclusion to be drawn is that those

commuters who commence their journey from Swords and who utilise the

Swiftway Service will be given priority over those who are utilising

public transport, both state provided and privately provided, whose

journey originated north of Swords. Is this equitable in the context of the

longer journey times involved for those travelling from Dundalk,

Drogheda and East Meath?

3. It is stated as a core objective of the Proposed Scheme is the

enhancement of public transport provision along the general scheme
corridor. To achieve this, existing bus services will be reorganised to

support and complement the enhanced public transport provision brought

about by Swiftway along the corridor. In some instances, the planned

Swiftway service will overlap with existing bus services operating on the
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same route, some of which may be replaced or rerouted. In other areas, 

existing bus services may also be rerouted or have service frequencies 
altered to feed into the Swiftway service and improve overall capacity on 

the corridor to meet demand. Quite simple this is a very worrying 

proposal. Clearly existing services such as the ones provided by this 

company have been developed to meet the needs of our passengers, in our 

case over a period of some 10 years. Can clarity be provided that the 

proposals above will only be applied to Dublin Bus services?  
4. It is difficult to accept the statement that ‘any bus services that uses the

Swords corridor will however benefit from the enhanced bus priority

infrastructure proposed along the Swiftway route and will therefore

experience overall shorter journey times’ in the absence of clarification of

the highlighted statements as indicated above.

5. We note that when referring to the possibility of interchange with other

transport services along the route, there is no reference to private

operators. Our services pick-up and set-down significant numbers of

passengers at Whitehall, Drumcondra and Dorset Street (Independent

Bridge). It is imperative that we retain the ability to facilitates such pick-

up   and set-down which would also allow interchange with the proposed

Swiftway service.

6. Investing a large capital amount in temporary infrastructure is imprudent

when alternative measures at much lower costs could effectively deliver

equal results.

(a) The private sector already provides vehicles at little or no cost to

the taxpayer. 

(b) The incentive to increase existing service provision could only be 

enhanced by such measures as enhancement of bus stops, QBC’s, 

priority at junctions, new park and ride facilities and co-ordinated 

marketing. 

(c) The full benefits of integrated ticketing, the ‘Leap card’, real time 

information,  on-line journey planning  and the proposed tendering of 

10% of the services operated by Bus Eireann/Dublin Bus have not yet 

been realised to any great extent. 

(d) The issues above are compounded by the ‘decision’ that the initial 

operational and maintenance contract for the Swords/Airport to City 

Centre Swiftway service will be assigned to Dublin Bus. How was this 

decision arrived at, what is the period of contract award, what 

independent oversight applied to this decision? 

It appears somewhat disjointed that the NTA should embark on the 

implementation of a BRT system which is already awarded to an 

existing state company which has a virtual monopoly on bus services 

in the Dublin Metropolitan area before there is an opportunity to 
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examine the outcome and results of these other current and imminent 

developments.  

It is the intention of this company to fully participate in any planning 

process that will arise in the context of an application for approval of 

the proposed Swiftway Service to An Bord Pleanála. 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 27 November 2014 10:25

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: Swiftway_letter.docx

From: Ruth McCann 

Organisation: N/A 

Address: 24 Bunbury Gate Avenue, Swords 

Comments: 

Please find attached our letter of objection against the Swiftway proposal. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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‘Swiftway BRT – Swords/Airport to City Centre Proposed Scheme Consultation’, 

National Transport Authority,  

Dún Scéine,  

Harcourt Lane,  

Dublin 2.    27.11.2014 

To Whom it May Concern: 

We wish to raise concerns about the preferred route identified for the proposed Swords/Airport to City Centre Swiftway 

scheme. We wish to raise concerns about the preferred route identified for the proposed Swords/Airport to City Centre 

Swiftway scheme.  

Our child currently attends Gaelscoil Bhrian Bóroimhe, which is on the preferred route identified for the proposed Swiftway 

scheme. 

We have a number of concerns regarding this route: 

1. It is necessary for some parents to be able to drive their children to and from the school, the preferred route identified

means that parents will no longer be able to park between the proposed Applewood and Oldtown Stops. This will create 

significant difficulties for parents trying to get their children to school on time and will mean they are no longer in a 

position to drive their children to school.  

2. Parents will be forced to park their cars in nearby estates (Bunbury Gate, Castleview and Millers Glen) leading to further

congestion in those estates. 

3. Pedestrian safety needs to be taken into consideration when new bus routes are being designed. There are only two

pedestrian crossings proposed on the preferred route between Castlewood Avenue and the Gaelscoil. Additional safe 

pedestrian crossings are required on this route to ensure the safety of children walking to school. 

4. There will be an increased volume of traffic on this road, particularly at morning peak times, leading to further

congestion and delay for parents trying to get their children to school and also further danger for children walking to 

school.  

Yours sincerely,  

Stephen & Ruth McCann, 

24 Bunbury Gate Avenue, 

Swords, 

Co. Dublin. 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 27 November 2014 15:28

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Collette McDonnell 

Organisation: Resident 

Address: 99 Sandfird wood , swords 

Comments: 

To take away the playing green at Sandford Wood, would move our houses closer, almost on top of an 

extremely dangerous roundabout. We already have had an incident if a car crashing through the fence and 

colliding with the front main wall of house on Sandford wood, if you move the roundabout closer to our 

houses no 99 to 105 you will effectively put us on the roundabout putting all our childrens lives in danger. 

You will be responsible for any deaths that might occur. The Garda have a record if hiw the car at speed 

ploughed through the roundabout traversing the green and into the house it is only a miracle that noone was 

killed. Now you want to put us closer to the roundabout for what us effectively a big bus. Why did you 

allow some residents of Swords to move this project up here where there are many more young children 

playing. There is much more space at the end if the road near the GAA where no residents live. Why not 

have the terminus there. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 14:18

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Kevin McDonnell 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Knocksedan, Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 15:47

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Mark McEneff 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: 8 Molesworth close. Knocksedan demesne 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 15:53

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Áine McEneff 

Organisation: Knocksedan resident 

Address: 8 Molesworth Close 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 19 November 2014 22:05

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Caroline McFadden 

Organisation: Resident 

Address: 1 Glen Ellan Pines, Swords, Co.Dublin 

Comments: 

To whom it may concern, 

I wish to make a submission in relation to the proposed Bus Rapid Transit Scheme. I would like to state my 

opposition to the construction of the scheme as it is currently proposed. The reason for my objection is 

based on the following: 

Removal of Green space at Glen Ellan Park 

The location of the Applewood /Jug Back Lane stop as outlined in the plan will have a significant impact on 

the Glen Ellan Park Green space. The location of this stop will result in the boundary for the green space 

being pushed back by about 8 metres at certain points, significantly reducing the size of this valuable play 

area for children. In addition it will also result in the gradient of this green space becoming dangerously 

steep at certain points.  

This is the main green area for the houses located within Glen Ellen Park and Glen Ellen Avenue with both 

of these roads having large numbers of young children regularly using this currently safe amenity. 

Pedestrianisation Jug back lane 

The proposed pedestrianisation of Jug Back Lane will have a major impact on traffic on other roadways in 

the area, cause significant problems for 550 students attending St Finians Community College. In addition it 

will result in a potential black spot for anti social behaviour. 

Removal of the Skate Park, Balheary Park 

The current proposal requires the complete removal of the existing Skate Park, which is used by large 

numbers of children and teens from the area. It took many years of work to get this valuable recreational 

amenity built and its removal will have a devastating impact on the younger and voiceless members of our 

community. 

Safety for Children 

The construction of such a roadway will inevitably constitute an increased risk to the safety of children 

playing in the Glen Ellan / Sandford Wood / Applewood / Castleview / Brides Glen / Bunbury Gate and 

South Bank areas.  

Points of concern include 
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· The removal of the grass margins going up the length of the Glen Ellan Road resulting in children walking

in close proximity to the road. This is of particular concern at areas of high pedestrian traffic approaching 

the three local primary schools.  

· Increased volumes and regularity of the BRT vehicles using the Glen Ellan Road will result in children

being unable to walk safely across to their local shops, play ground and all weather facility. 

· Significant issues and concerns relating the safety of children, pedestrians and cyclists crossing the roads

at any of the junctions that are intersected or impacted by the BRT 

Impact on Pedestrians 

The removal of pedestrian bridges along the route will significantly impact on pedestrian safety and ability 

to access other parts of Swords. 

Removal of the existing Parking Facilities at local Primary Schools 

Within the current proposal all of the on street parking rights outside the two schools – Gaelscoil Bhrian 

Boroimhe and Swords Educate Together will be completely removed. Together these schools have almost 

900 pupils attending with many of the children travelling some distance each morning. As was confirmed at 

the recent consultation there are no plans to make any provision for the approximate 50 car spaces that will 

be removed with the development of the BRT directly outside the schools. Without the provision of a 

suitable number of car parking spaces in close proximity to the school all roads within the area will be 

blocked up at peak times in the morning. This will impact significantly on all the neighbouring estates and 

the local community. 

Commuter Parking 

Without a park and ride facility and in the absence of an alternative transport service; a major concern is the 

potential for people commuting to drive into the estates along the proposed route, leaving their cars for the 

day to use the bus – thus depriving residents of their parking and further eroding the quality of life. 

BRT Concept and Metro North 

I believe that we need improved transport solutions in Swords which is a public transport wasteland in 

comparison to the rest of the city.  

I welcome the commitment to review the proposal for Metro North. However, it is inevitable that the 

development of this BRT programme will delay the development of the Metro North project: firstly by 

reducing the funds available for capital transport infrastructure investment and secondly by catering for 

some of the demand that would have been there for the Metro thus lessening the urgency to develop the 

Metro project.  

BRT must not be a cheap alternative to Metro North 

Impact on local bus service and other road users 

Traffic signal priority to the BRT will have a negative impact on other road users and may lead to the 

deterioration of other bus services operating in the area. The existing Swords Express route via Dublin Port 

is currently achieving similar travel times to those proposed by BRT and along with Dublin Bus currently 

serves our community well. This subsidised state BRT system will be competing with these bus services and 

may make existing routes unviable. 

Environmental impact 
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Felling of trees will be required along the route negatively affecting the aesthetics and local environment. 

This along with the lengthy construction process will significantly impact on local resident's quality of life. 

Conclusion 

To summarise, I am opposed to the construction of the BRT system as outlined in the current proposal 

unless all of the above issues that will seriously affect our area are adequately dealt with. There are 

alternatives which do not involve destroying local amenities, placing children and families at risk along with 

causing significant disruption and ongoing problems for our local community. 

I look forward to the outcome of the consultation process. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 15:49

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Patrick and Carmel McGuinness 

Organisation: RESIDENT 

Address: 22 Riverside Grove, Clonshaugh, Dublin 17 

Comments: 

As we are in the process of purchasing a new house in phase 11 of Knocksedan demesne 

in swords,we find it unacceptable that there is no bus service whatsoever to the estate. 

Perhaps it would be feasible for the S.B.R.T. to commence at this estate, or at least have a feeder service to 

it. 

Trusting you will give serious attention to our submission. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 22:07

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: Submission_to_NTA_regarding_Swiftway_along_the_Glen_Ellan_corridor..docx

From: Dermot Merrigan 

Organisation: Affected and Concerned Resident 

Address: 28 Bunbury Gate Avenue, Swords, Co. Dublin 

Comments: 

To Whom it May Concern, 

I wish to make a submission in relation to the proposed Bus Rapid Transit Scheme and in particular, the 

route from Oldtown/Brides Glen/Castleview and along the Glen Ellan Road of Swords. 

I want to object in the strongest possible terms, to the construction of this major project through the heart of 

our residential area. Not only is the provision of such a service for our area completely unrequired, the total 

disregard for the impact of this BRT scheme on our neighbourhood, our schools and our safety, removes 

any slight faith or confidence I may have had in its modification or even its delivery as planned. 

I wish to object on the following grounds: 

The expansion of the Glen Ellan Road. 

The main thoroughfare through our neighbourhood is lined with grass verges and is a safe public amenity 

for walkers and joggers alike. Not only is it a huge part of the aesthetic of the area, it clearly symbolises our 

district as residential upon entering. 

The widening of the road to facilitate additional bus lanes, will not only remove these verges but also 

encroach inside our estate boundaries, removing walls, mature trees and valuable green playing areas for our 

children. 

The subsequent increased proximity of our houses to the proposed 4 lane road will increase noise pollution 

through heavy traffic volumes, it will bring additional danger to our children and ultimately diminish the 

value of our properties. On these grounds alone it is enough to attract the utmost objections. 

Proposed Bus Terminus opposite our Schools. 

The proposal to build a bus terminus opposite two primary schools calls all common sense into question, but 

to propose it without any consideration whatsoever (as personally admitted to by your own David King) on 

how it will affect the schools and surrounding area defies belief.  

The removal of parking facilities along the road will cause all sorts of inconvenience for parents and will 

also encourage parking within the nearby estates. Secondly, the terminus will become an attraction for 

commuters from further afield to drive to the area and also park in our estates. It could also encourage the 

introduction of Pay & Display facilities in our estates at a later point. 

Ill-conceived and ill considered. Nothing but total disdain shown to the local residents both in drawing up 

the proposal but also in the public consultations had around the Swords area. 
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Encroachment inside our Estate Boundaries. 

As mentioned above, the proposal to expand inside our estates impinges on the properties and area in which 

we purchased and abide. It was confirmed that up to 8m of an encroachment in some areas is required to 

facilitate new BRT bus stops. The loss of the walls around our estate to be replaced with non-matching 

brickwork will again diminish the look of our area. But overall, the loss of our green areas to bring this 

traffic closer to our houses is objectionable in the extreme. 

Increased Traffic on our main thoroughfare. 

It was also admitted to at the local consultation that up to 250-320 BRT buses will pass up and down our 

road every day of the week from roughly 6am to midnight. On top of what is already a busy road, this 

increase in heavy traffic is a major hazard in a residential area heavily populated with children. Add the 

possibility of late night ‘reveller’ traffic to the nearby terminus and this is a potential problem that is 

certainly wished to avoid. 

Changing of our roundabouts to fully signalised junctions. 

Again, the increase in traffic will already slow down access to and from the area, which is congested enough 

at school times and rush hours. However, the addition of these signalised roundabouts, which provide 

priority to the BRT’s, will grind our neighbourhood to an absolute halt. 

Restriction of Access to and from our Estates. 

The introduction of the additional bus lanes and traffic will make it extremely difficult and dangerous for 

residents to pull into and out of our estates. This increased pressure on cars that at many times are laden 

with young children is unacceptable. 

The commencement of a BRT service in an area alongside existing services. 

Simply put, the BRT service is not required along the Glen Ellan corridor. The existing Dublin Bus routes 

along with the Swords Express service cater more than adequately for the area and at no time has any of our 

Resident Associations been made aware of any sense of a lack of public transport servicing our area. I 

would be interested to read your own findings in this regard. 

Secondly, when compared to existing services, the BRT’s will not improve on the time it takes to reach the 

city centre. Considering the newly constructed bus lanes will be heavily congested with taxis anyway, the 

fastest BRT will only travel at the speed of the fare laden taxi in front of it. 

BRT is a second rate replacement for Metro North. 

Given the huge expense involved in providing what is essentially just an additional bus route to the city, it 

seems ludicrous that anyone would consider wasting limited funds on such a folly. Metro North is clearly 

what is required. It is also proposed not to plough through existing residential areas, causing untold 

disruption and inconvenience to local residents to provide a service which to all intents and purposes is 

already provided for. 

Conclusion. 

To summarise, I am wholeheartedly opposed to the construction of the BRT scheme anywhere along the 

Glen Ellan corridor. Alternative routes nearby are far more suited to such a project should someone 

completely lose their faculties and still deem it a necessary expense. 
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Should the NTA genuinely wish to provide a public transport solution to the people of Swords and indeed 

much needed and lucrative visitors to our country via Dublin Airport, I suggest that the same energies be put 

into exploring ways to facilitate Metro North and not wasted upon projects that in my opinion have been 

designed to disrupt, antagonise and endanger local communities rather than serve them. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 



Submission/Objection to Swiftway along the Glen Ellan corridor in Swords. 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I wish to make a submission in relation to the proposed Bus Rapid Transit Scheme and in particular, the route from 

Oldtown/Brides Glen/Castleview and along the Glen Ellan Road of Swords. 

I want to object in the strongest possible terms, to the construction of this major project through the heart of our 

residential area.  Not only is the provision of such a service for our area completely unrequired, the total disregard 

for the impact of this BRT scheme on our neighbourhood, our schools and our safety, removes any slight faith or 

confidence I may have had in its modification or even its delivery as planned. 

I wish to object on the following grounds: 

The expansion of the Glen Ellan Road. 

The main thoroughfare through our neighbourhood is lined with grass verges and is a safe public amenity for walkers 

and joggers alike.  Not only is it a huge part of the aesthetic of the area, it clearly symbolises our district as residential 

upon entering. 

The widening of the road to facilitate additional bus lanes will not only remove these verges but also encroach inside 

our estate boundaries, removing walls, mature trees and valuable green playing areas for our children. 

The subsequent increased proximity of our houses to the proposed 4 lane road will increase noise pollution through 

heavy traffic volumes, it will bring additional danger to our children and ultimately diminish the value of our 

properties.  On these grounds alone it is enough to attract the utmost objections. 

Proposed Bus Terminus opposite our Schools. 

The proposal to build a bus terminus opposite two primary schools calls all common sense into question, but to 

propose it without any consideration whatsoever (as personally admitted to by your own David King) on how it will 

affect the schools and surrounding area defies belief.  

The removal of parking facilities along the road will cause all sorts of inconvenience for parents and will also 

encourage parking within the nearby estates.  Secondly, the terminus will become an attraction for commuters from 

further afield to drive to the area and also park in our estates.  It could also encourage the introduction of Pay & 

Display facilities in our estates at a later point. 

Ill-conceived and ill considered.  Nothing but total disdain shown to the local residents both in drawing up the 

proposal but also in the public consultations had around the Swords area. 

Encroachment inside our Estate Boundaries. 

As mentioned above, the proposal to expand inside our estates impinges on the properties and area in which we 

purchased and abide.  It was confirmed that up to 8m of an encroachment in some areas is required to facilitate new 

BRT bus stops.  The loss of the walls around our estate to be replaced with non-matching brickwork will again 

diminish the look of our area.  But overall, the loss of our green areas to bring this traffic closer to our houses is 

objectionable in the extreme.  

Increased Traffic on our main thoroughfare. 

It was also admitted to at the local consultation that up to 250-320 BRT buses will pass up and down our road every 

day of the week from roughly 6am to midnight.  On top of what is already a busy road, this increase in heavy traffic is 
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a major hazard in a residential area heavily populated with children.  Add the possibility of late night ‘reveller’ traffic 

to the nearby terminus and this is a potential problem that is certainly wished to avoid. 

Changing of our roundabouts to fully signalised junctions. 

Again, the increase in traffic will already slow down access to and from the area, which is congested enough at 

school times and rush hours.  However, the addition of these signalised roundabouts, which provide priority to the 

BRT’s, will grind our neighbourhood to an absolute halt. 

Restriction of Access to and from our Estates. 

The introduction of the additional bus lanes and traffic will make it extremely difficult and dangerous for residents to 

pull into and out of our estates.  This increased pressure on cars that at many times are laden with young children is 

unacceptable. 

The commencement of a BRT service in an area alongside existing services. 

Simply put, the BRT service is not required along the Glen Ellan corridor.  The existing Dublin Bus routes along with 

the Swords Express service cater more than adequately for the area and at no time has any of our Resident 

Associations been made aware of any sense of a lack of public transport servicing our area.  I would be interested to 

read your own findings in this regard.  Secondly, when compared to existing services, the BRT’s will not improve on 

the time it takes to reach the city centre.  Considering the newly constructed bus lanes will be heavily congested with 

taxis anyway, the fastest BRT will only travel at the speed of the fare laden taxi in front of it. 

BRT is a second rate replacement for Metro North. 

Given the huge expense involved in providing what is essentially just an additional bus route to the city, it seems 

ludicrous that anyone would consider wasting limited funds on such a folly.  Metro North is clearly what is required. 

It is also proposed not to plough through existing residential areas, causing untold disruption and inconvenience to 

local residents to provide a service which to all intents and purposes is already provided for. 

Conclusion 

To summarise, I am wholeheartedly opposed to the construction of the BRT scheme anywhere along the Glen Ellan 

corridor.  Alternative routes nearby are far more suited to such a project should someone completely lose their 

faculties and still deem it a necessary expense. 

Should the NTA genuinely wish to provide a public transport solution to the people of Swords and indeed much 

needed and lucrative visitors to our country via Dublin Airport, I suggest that the same energies be put into exploring 

ways to facilitate Metro North and not wasted upon projects that in my opinion have been designed to disrupt, 

antagonise and endanger local communities rather than serve them. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dermot Merrigan. 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 22:10

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: Swiftway_Stayaway_-_Proforma_letter_of_objection_-_Fingallians-4.doc

From: lisa molloy 

Organisation: resident 

Address: 32 glenellan cresent 

Comments: 

Concerns for children going to school and removal of play areas 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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To whom it may concern, 

I wish to make a submission in relation to the proposed Bus Rapid Transit Scheme. I would like to 
state my opposition to the construction of the scheme as it is currently proposed. The reason for my 
objection is based on the following: 

Impact on Balheary Park 

The current proposal will mean that approximately15 metres of the existing park will be removed along 
the boundary of the Balheary Road up to the Estuary Roundabout to facilitate the widening of the road 
for the Swiftway Buses. This will result in the green space behind the GAA pitch currently used by 
Fingallians GAA Club being significantly reduced in length, this will result in footballs and sliotars going 
onto the new roadway, as the new boundary with the road will be too close to the existing pitch. Also 
the area that is used by local runners to do their training will be removed. As Balheary Park is used by 
a number of clubs for both training and matches, the existing parking challenge in this area will be 
further compounded by the Swiftway proposal. 

Removal of the Skate Park, Balheary Park 

The current proposal requires the complete removal of the existing Skate Park, which is used by large 
numbers of children and teens from the area. It took many years of work to get this valuable 
recreational amenity built and its removal will have a devastating impact on the younger and voiceless 
members of our community. 

Impact on Pedestrians 

The current plan proposes to re direct the base of the Fingallians pedestrian bridge in to Balheary 
Park and proposes the removal of all other pedestrian bridges along the route. This will significantly 
impact on pedestrian safety and ability to access other parts of Swords. 

Removal of Green space at Glen Ellan Park 

The location of the Applewood /Jug Back Lane stop as outlined in the plan will have a significant 
impact on the Glen Ellan Park Green space. The location of this stop will result in the boundary for the 
green space being pushed back by about 8 metres at certain points, significantly reducing the size of 
this valuable play area for children. In addition it will also result in the gradient of this green space 
becoming dangerously steep at certain points.  

This is the main green area for the houses located within Glen Ellen Park and Glen Ellen Avenue with 
both of these roads having large numbers of young children regularly using this currently safe amenity. 

Pedestrianisation Jug back lane 

The proposed pedestrianisation of Jug Back Lane will have a major impact on traffic on other 
roadways in the area, cause significant problems for 550 students attending St Finians Community 
College. In addition it will result in a potential black spot for anti social behaviour. 

Safety for Children 

The construction of such a roadway will inevitably constitute an increased risk to the safety of children 
playing in the Glen Ellan / Sandford Wood / Applewood / Castleview / Brides Glen / Bunbury Gate and 
South Bank areas.  

Points of concern include 

• The removal of the grass margins going up the length of the Glen Ellan Road resulting in
children walking in close proximity to the road. This is of particular concern at areas of high
pedestrian traffic approaching the three local primary schools.

• Increased volumes and regularity of the BRT vehicles using the Glen Ellan Road will result in
children being unable to walk safely across to their local shops, play ground and all weather
facility.
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• Significant issues and concerns relating the safety of children, pedestrians and cyclists
crossing the roads at any of the  junctions that are intersected or impacted by the BRT

Removal of the existing Parking Facilities at local Primary Schools 

Within the current proposal all of the on street parking rights outside the two schools - Gaelscoil Bhrian 
Boroimhe and Swords Educate Together will be completely removed. Together these schools have 
almost 900 pupils attending with many of the children travelling some distance each morning. As was 
confirmed at the recent consultation there are no plans to make any provision for the approximate 50 
car spaces that will be removed with the development of the BRT directly outside the schools. Without 
the provision of a suitable number of car parking spaces in close proximity to the school all roads 
within the area will be blocked up at peak times in the morning. This will impact significantly on all the 
neighbouring estates and the local community. 

Commuter Parking 

Without a park and ride facility and in the absence of an alternative transport service; a major concern 
is the potential for people commuting to drive into the estates along the proposed route, leaving their 
cars for the day to use the bus – thus depriving residents of their parking and further eroding the 
quality of life. 

BRT Concept and Metro North 

I believe that we need improved transport solutions in Swords which is a public transport wasteland in 
comparison to the rest of the city.  

I welcome the commitment to review the proposal for Metro North. However, it is inevitable that the 
development of this BRT programme will delay the development of the Metro North project: firstly by 
reducing the funds available for capital transport infrastructure investment and secondly by catering for 
some of the demand that would have been there for the Metro thus lessening the urgency to develop 
the Metro project.  

BRT must not be a cheap alternative to Metro North 

Impact on local bus service and other road users 

Traffic signal priority to the BRT will have a negative impact on other road users and may lead to the 
deterioration of other bus services operating in the area. The existing Swords Express route via Dublin 
Port is currently achieving similar travel times to those proposed by BRT and along with Dublin Bus 
currently serves our community well. This subsidised state BRT system will be competing with these 
bus services and may make existing routes unviable. 

Conclusion 

To summarise, I am opposed to the construction of the BRT system as outlined in the current proposal 
unless all of the above issues that will seriously affect our area are adequately dealt with. There are 
alternatives which do not involve destroying local amenities, placing children and families at risk along 
with causing significant disruption and ongoing problems for our local community. 

I look forward to the outcome of the consultation process. 

Upload this file To NTA Website at the following link: 

http://www.nationaltransport.ie/consultations/public-consultation-on-swiftway-bus-rapid-transit-swordsairport-

to-city-centre  

Closing date for submissions is Friday 28th November at 5pm 



1

Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 26 November 2014 16:11

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: SwordsBRT.docx

From: George Mongey 

Organisation: None 

Address: 18 Castleview Heath, Swords, Co Dublin 

Comments: 

My submission is on the attached word document 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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George Mongey 

18 Castleview Heath 

Swords  

Co Dublin 

BEng MIEI 

Public Consultation on Swiftway Bus Rapid Transit – Swords/Airport to City Centre 

Having reviewed the proposed BRT Plan for Swords at the Public consultation in the Fingal 

County Council Civic Offices on the 4th November 2014 and information on the NTA 

Website for Swords BRT, I wish to make the following submission: 

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 

• BRT has not been fully explained. Where does this fit into the overall Public

Transport plans for Dublin. I.e. Connectivity with other transport modes and centres,

future transport policy.

• BRT is not a proven means of transport for all cities. It is a relatively new concept.

Each city varies and therefore no two cities can be compared like for like when

replicating BRT. e.g. Dublin cannot be compared to Toulouse in France for BRT

• The projected cost of BRT (Swords) is €200/250m. This is in my opinion a lot of

money to spend on this type of project. There would be a better return on this money

economically and environmentally if spent on the Metro North Project

• BRT (Swords) makes no use of the Port Tunnel to save time. It is suppose to be a

rapid transit system.
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Planning 

• The National Transport Authority (NTA) is not independent of Government. It only

implements current Government Policy. There has not been sufficient debate on what

is the best long term solution for Swords (BRT v Metro) and this proposal is being

rushed in ahead of the next general election.

• There needs to be a strategic long term plan developed for Public Transport in Dublin

as opposed to badly thought out plans like the Cross City Luas Line. This Strategic

Plan should be completely independent of Politicians and reviewed on a yearly basis.

Bus Rapid Transit  (Swords v Metro North) 

• The Swords BRT scheme is in my opinion being put forward as a replacement for the

Metro North Project. It proposes using the centre median on the Swords Bypass that

was to be used by Metro North. There is also a proposed separate Dublin City to

Dublin Airport BRT Route. This is a waste of resources.

• BRT is being put forward based on cost savings only. This is a mistake.

I do not think BRT is the correct solution for Swords, the Airport and North County

Dublin based on current car usage and the projected growth in housing for North

County Dublin in the long term.

• The Metro North project was developed over a longer period of time and it includes

two park & ride facilities that are very much needed. It is a well thought out plan and

€30 million to date has been spent on it. There are no park & ride facilities for the

proposed Swords BRT scheme. BRT does not have the carrying capacity of a Metro

at peak times.

• At present Swords is reasonably well served with Buses by Dublin Bus and the

privately operated Swords Express.



Articulated Buses 

• The type of Buses being suggested for BRT scheme would have a capacity for 120

people. 60 seated passengers and 60 standing passengers. In my opinion this would

not be a comfortable way to travel and would not be enough to entice motorist out of

their cars and on to Swords BRT.

• The Swords BRT presentation showed no statistics on projected passenger numbers

using the service and there was no Business Plan to back it up its case.

• The proposed articulated buses would be powered by diesel. This is old technology

and is not environmentally friendly. It would increase our carbon emissions and

footprint. Most cities are now using Hybrid, LNG or Electric Buses.

• These Articulated Buses are quite large and would take up a lot of road space. Our

road space is limited. Adding Articulated Buses to an already congested road network

would be foolish and short-sighted. In the Centre City alone Buses contribute to major

traffic congestion because of the sheer number of them and the fact that there are

presently no Buses Stations for parking Buses that are not in service.

Swords / Seatown / Malahide Road 

• Removal of the Pedestrian flyover across the Swords Bypass into the Pavilions

Shopping and replacing it with a controlled crossing makes no sense. This is very

busy junction and would put pedestrians at risk of an accident and cause serious

traffic congestion at this point. Pedestrian Crossings should never be located in close

proximity to a roundabout as is the current practice in Ireland. Controlled Pedestrian

Crossings should be minimised and eliminated by Pedestrian Bridges as BRT is

supposed to be a rapid transit system.



Swords / Oldtown / Brides Glen / Castleview 

• As part of the planning permission for the Gannon Development “Millers Glen” in

Swords, Fingal County Council promised a major upgrade of the local road network

to accommodate the large increase in traffic volumes. To date this has not happened.

The current BRT (Swords) plan proposes a Terminus close to a proposed “Western

Distributor Road” on Gannon Lands. Are these upgrades now going to be funded by

the NTA for Gannon and Fingal County Council at some later date for donating this

land?

• As I am presently resident in the Castleview Estate, I object to the proposed road

widening and loss of green space at the entrance to the Castleview Estate for a Bus

lane. The proposed road widening has not been explained to the local residents

association nor is it included in Fingal County Council plans for this distributor/link

road. This is a residential area; it is not designated as a main road. This will seriously

impact the valuation of properties fronting this road and will lead to an increase in

road usage and noise pollution.

• I object to the proposed BRT Passenger Stop just beyond the entrance to the

Castleview Estate. This will make it more difficult for me to enter and exit my estate,

thereby devaluing my property.  It is a safety issue.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 10:11

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Paul Mongey 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Knocksedan, Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their route. If 

BRT/Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan MUST feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of 

the main Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 10:14

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Orla Mongey 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Knocksedan, Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If 

BRT/Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan MUST feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of 

the main Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 10:15

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Leah Mongey 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Knocksedan, Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If 

BRT/Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan MUST feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of 

the main Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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1

Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 10:15

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Sophie Mongey 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Knocksedan, Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If 

BRT/Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan MUST feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of 

the main Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 10:16

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Jessica Mongey 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Knocksedan, Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If 

BRT/Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan MUST feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of 

the main Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 17:38

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Helen Morrissey 

Organisation: Private Citizen 

Address: 11 Holywell Close, Swords, Co Dublin 

Comments: 

The last thing Swords needs is another bus service. The people of Swords & the two million passengers of 

Dublin Airport were promised a light rail system and this is the only solution that should be offered. 

Plugging the hole with more buses is shortsighted, inefficient and typical of the mismanagement & bad 

decision making that is rife in the Dept of Transport. This is another waste of resources which will cause 

boundless disruption for years on end only to become another Irish Water debacle. Please stop this 

nonsense. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 19:42

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Chantal murray 

Organisation: Resident 

Address: 62 Bunbury Gate Crescent Swords Co Dublin 

Comments: 

Having been a resident for 10 years I am astounded that you think this is a good addition to this area I am 

horrified by the lack of foresight . Two fantastic schools were built and although the main access road is 

narrow and parking is difficult you now propose to remove all parking from the area forcing parents to park 

in nearby estates which will cause havoc for the residents and force children to walk much further to get to 

school. The imposition on the existing green area In Bunbury gate and brides glen is wholly unacceptable. 

The road is currently a very busy rd and proposing busses in the volumes described will make it impossible 

for residents to get out of the estate at all. I don't think this has been really thought about the impact in the 

locale 

I strongly object to the proposed swiftway plans for this area 

Chantal murray 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 03 November 2014 13:55

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Declan Myers 

Organisation: Centra (Myers Supermarket Santry Ltd) 

Address: Coolock Lane,Santry,Dublin 9 

Comments: 

I own the Centra store located on Coolock Lane ,Santry. I note from the drawings that there is a proposed 

stop located to the front of my store. My main concern is parking and that people from the local area or 

indeed Ballymun will drive to the bus stop, park and leave there cars there for long periods of time. This 

would result in reduced parking for my customers and therefore negatively impact my business. 

I fully support the project but I feel that consideration needs to be give to parking control along the route 

and in particular in front of my store.There are already a number of cars that drive to Coolock Lane each 

day park there cars and then cycle into work..A one hour parking restriction would go along way to solving 

this potential problem. 

Thank you. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 11:20

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: BRT_Public_Consultation_Submission_20141125.pdf

From: Julie Ann Naughton 

Organisation: NA Private Resident 

Address: Castleview Crescent, Swords, 

Comments: 

Attached is a submission I wholeheartedly support objecting to the route planned for the Glen Ellen 

Distributor road. 

The addition of the extra traffic along the Glen Ellen Distributor road as well as the disregard for the 

development plan already in place for the ares is unacceptable for residents currently in place. 

Aside from the additional disruption, traffic and noise that will accompany this new route there is the issue 

of safety in an area with a large young population both in residence and attending the schools. 

The area is primarily residential and the shrinking of footpaths, the increased traffic at the entrances and 

exits to the estates and the increased noise and disturbance which will follow far negate any potential benefit 

to additional bus services that, in an area already well served, may not be as economically viable or as 

heavily utilized as envisioned. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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To Whom it May Concern, 

I wish to submit my objection in respect of the proposed Swiftway Bus Rapid Transit – Swords/ 

Airport to City Centre, with particular emphasis upon the selected emerging preferred route for the 

BRT from the R132 at the Estuary Roundabout through the Glen Ellan distributor Road to the 

proposed terminus in Oldtown.  

This section of the proposed route flies in the face of due diligence in respect of proper planning and 

assessment of local transport objectives and requirements as set out by an elected body for an area, 

which in turn will lead to unnecessary and unacceptable impacts upon the receiving environment. 

While the Route Options Assessment Report assesses transport planning policy documents in 

respect of the proposed scheme, and states in its conclusion (Section 2.8) that ‘The need for the 

scheme is predominantly borne out of the need to provide a higher quality, higher capacity public 

transport service, than currently exists, to serve the Swords corridor in the short to medium term in 

advance of Metro North. BRT is identified as serving this purpose and allowing key development 

areas such as Swords to continue to develop in advance of this’. The route selected does not take 

account of the transport objectives within the Fingal Development Plan 2011 to 2017 or the specific 

objectives of the Oldtown – Mooretown Local Area Plan (LAP).  

Within Section 6.2 of the Route Options Assessment Report, where the stage 1 assessment is carried 

out, a specific route option should have been assessed in accordance with the Key Transport 

objective of the Oldtown – Mooretown Local Area Plan, i.e. Section 3.2.7 of the LAP ‘Quality Bus 

Network’. This quality bus network route was based upon an Integrated Traffic Model which was 

prepared for Swords as part of the document ‘Your Swords, An Emerging City, Strategic Vision 2035’. 

The absence of this route which would have been in accordance with Fingal County Councils 

transport policy for the local area, shows an absence of proper planning assessment within the 

Route Selection process. 

The preferred route selected for this section of the BRT is also in breach of the Local Area Plans 

Strategic Vision and Development Strategy for the Glen Ellen Road extension, in particular in respect 

of Section 3.2 ‘Movement Strategy and Transportation Infrastructure’, where section 3.2.5 ‘Glen 

Ellan Main Street’ of the LAP sets out the proposed objectives of the LAP for the Glen Ellan Road. 

The LAP objective is for a 6m carriageway with cycle facilities, 4m wide footpaths and 1.5m wide tree 

lined verges, whereas the BRT is proposing 13m wide carriageway with 2m wide shared surface cycle 

facilities, 2m wide footpaths and the omission of the tree lined verges. While Section 6.3.2 of the 

Route Options Assessment Report references the LAP, it then proceeds to disregard the 

requirements and objectives of the LAP without taking due cognisance of it as a constraint upon the 

proposed scheme.  

Through breaching specific objectives of the LAP, e.g. Key Objectives Transport ‘Redesign the Glen 

Ellan Road Extension so that it’s function changes from a distributor road to a main street, which will 

serve 2 schools, a large park and Local Centre, in addition to dwellings’ the proposed route as 

planned will have a direct and unacceptable impact upon the existing properties which bound the 

Glen Ellan distributor Road in respect of noise, air quality, road safety, transport integration, 

landscape and visual. 
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Through the planned frequency of buses along this route at 4 minute intervals during peak times in 

conjunction with the traffic corridor being moved closer to properties, this will create a noise so 

loud, so continuous, so repeated, of such duration that it will be in breach of Statutory rights of the 

residents in accordance with the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006. This in addition will be 

accentuated as the proposed scheme removes the existing verge and trees along the distributor 

road which would have provided some level of noise screening (however minor). The route also 

proposes to run with these bus frequencies past the 2 existing sensitive receptors in the 2 Primary 

Schools (Swords Educate Together and Gaelscoil Brian Bóroimhe), which will subjected to the 

unacceptable levels of noise. 

As the Route Options report ignores the transport objectives set out in ‘Your Swords, An Emerging 

City, Strategic Vision 2035’ and seeks to rely on the end to end transport demand modelling carried 

out in the route assessment, it has not taken into account the local traffic vagaries that would be 

identified had any micro-simulation modelling been carried out on the Glen Ellan Distributor Road.  

At present during peak traffic there is bottle necking of traffic seeking to exit the Castleview/ 

Bunbury Gate and Brides Glen estates at peak times. This is in particular due to vehicles dropping off 

children up to Swords Educate Together and Gaelscoil Brian Bóroimhe. This will not be reduced by 

the BRT as the school traffic is internal traffic movements within the Swords area as opposed to the 

traffic corridor being served by the BRT. As such with the addition of buses at 4 minute frequencies 

this will only add to the inability of people trying to exit their estates which in turn will create safety 

hazards as frustrated drivers seek to speed through gaps in the traffic across 2 lanes of traffic.  

Added to this is the increased road safety issue which would have been identified had a Stage F road 

safety audit been carried out as the site lines at the estate entranceways are proposed to be 

substantially reduced due to the increased carriageway width and the proposal to replace the 

existing footpath/ verge/ segregated cycletrack (circa 5m) with a 2m footpath. 

Finally, in response to the economic appraisal carried out as part of this route assessment and in 

particular the emphasis in the reliability of the journey time in promotion of the BRT. It is of note 

that while the BRT may replace and improve upon existing public buses, there already exists a 

private express bus service, serving the Glen Ellan distributor road which provides sufficient 

frequency and reduced travel times in comparison to the public bus service. As such there could be 

no appreciable cost benefit in spending money on a service to double up and compete with that 

already in place.  

Whereas should the final section of the BRT follow that proposed within the Oldtown – Mooretown 

Local Area Plan and the report, ‘Your Swords, An Emerging City, Strategic Vision 2035’ it would 

complement the existing transport provisions to the Swords Area, improving the service to a 

catchment area not already served by a reliable express service and it may make economic sense.  

Yours Faithfully 

Brian Heron 
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1

Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 18 November 2014 21:25

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Derek Ohara 

Organisation: None 

Address: 16 Bunbury Crescent 

Comments: 

Huge problem with the skatepark. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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1

Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:49

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: BRTSubmission_AT_C.ie_DCC_FINAL__APPENDIX.pdf

From: Damien Ó Tuama 

Organisation: An Taisce, Cyclist.ie and Dublin Cycling Campaign 

Address: Tailor's Hall, Back Lane, Christchurch, Dublin 2. 

Comments: 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

This document is a combined submission from three organisations working together: An Taisce, Cyclist.ie – 

The Irish Cycling Advocacy Network, and Dublin Cycling Campaign. We produced our submission 

collaboratively as thought it would be easier for the designers to consider all of the points when presented in 

one single coherent thread, rather than spread over three separate submissions (and involving duplication). I 

would be grateful if you can note the three separate organisations when listing the submissions received. 

I would also be grateful if, in the interests of transparent government, the NTA could publish (online) all the 

submissions received.  

Thank you. 

Damien Ó Tuama 

National Cycling Coordinator 

damien.otuama@antaisce.org 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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National Transport Authority 
Dún Scéine 
Harcourt Lane 
Dublin 2 

Friday, November 28, 2014 

The Tailor's Hall, Back Lane, Dublin 8. 
E:  Damien.otuama@antaisce.org 

T:  01-7077064 
M: +353-87-2840799 

Public Consultation on Swiftway Bus Rapid Transit – 

Swords/Airport to City Centre 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am pleased to make a submission in respect to the above proposal. This submission has 
been jointly prepared by An Taisce (www.antaisce.org), Cyclist.ie – The Irish Cycling 
Advocacy Network (www.cyclist.ie) and Dublin Cycling Campaign (www.dublincycling.ie). 

The submission comprises four main sections: 
Section 1: Overarching Remarks / Standard Points Applying to Many Locations 
Section 2: Comments on the General Planning of the Scheme 
Section 3: Detailed Comments on Public Transport Aspects 
Section 4: Specific points on a map-by-map basic with a particular focus on the perspectives 
of bicycle users 
These are followed in the Appendices by schematic maps by An Taisce of the National 
Transport Authority’s Draft Integrated Implementation Plan 2013 – 2018 including the 
Swords BRT. 

Please excuse any formatting inconsistencies / typos etc. in this submission. It took 
considerable time to examine the voluminous material made available on your website: 
http://www.nationaltransport.ie/consultations/public-consultation-on-swiftway-bus-rapid-
transit-swordsairport-to-city-centre/ 
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Section 1: Overarching Remarks / Standard Points Applying to 

Many Locations 

1.1 Dublin Cycling Campaign/Cyclist.ie/An Taisce, as indicated in our original submissions, are 
overall strongly in favour of the concept of BRT and in this case of the proposed BRT public 
transport preferred route between Swords and City Centre. We are of the view that the 
provision of high quality public transport and BRT is an essential strand to an efficient and 
more sustainable transport system where car commuting is de-prioritised. This imperative is 
all the more pressing as the scientific knowledge around the cumulative build-up of fossil-fuel 
based emissions crystallizes further – as set out, for example, in the latest publication of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-
report/ar5/syr/SYR_AR5_SPMcorr1.pdf). 

1.2 We commend the NTA and consultants in producing such a comprehensive and detailed 
report and route assessment process.  We are particularly happy to see the inclusion of 
‘cycle network integration’ as part of the Multi Criteria Analysis (MCA) approach, as outlined 
in the Route Options Assessment Report. 

1.3 The present drawings which, as indicated, are ‘subject to further development’, contain a 
number of minor errors in presentation, which create a certain amount of confusion in 
determining the detail of what is actually proposed in a small number of areas.  We look 
forward to perusing the final iteration of the drawings in order to comment fully. 

1.4 We are conscious that the overall design must meet the requirements of the Roads Act, 
1993, Sect 13.(5), which states: “In the performance of their functions under subsections (1) 
and (2), a road authority shall consider the needs of all road users”. From our examination of 
the drawings and as elaborated below, it appears that at too many junctions and along some 
links, the cyclist is thought of as a ‘pedestrian on wheels’ rather than a user of a vehicle and 
this translates into very circuitous, convoluted and ultimately inadequate provision for 
cycling. 

Junctions, Crossings and Shared Cyclist/Pedestrian Spaces 

1.5 We have issues with virtually all of the junctions in relation to cycling and these need to be 
looked at in detail. The final proposed solutions need to be outlined clearly. 

1.6 Four arm / complex junctions. On many/most of these junctions, especially north of the canal 
cordon, there are a number of serious short-comings. These include: 

(a) Inadequate treatment for cyclists emerging from or travelling into local roads. It is totally 
inadequate for bicycle users to have to take right hand turns in 4-5 stages. See for example 
Map 9.  
(b) For every junction, all right turn and straight-ahead movements need to be checked. In 
too many cases, these manoeuvres are far too convoluted and disjointed. It seems that it is 
only the left-turn manoeuvre for cyclists that appears to have been considered!  

(c) Additionally, how is it proposed that these junctions will be signed for cyclists so as to 



explain how they proceed straight-ahead or turn right? It is important to consider this in 
detail. If you imagine someone driving a car and approaching a complex junction: at a 
certain point the lanes are arranged to allow vehicles to go left/straight/right depending on 
the situation. There are clear and timely markings in the middle of the lanes and often 
signage explaining to vehicles how to negotiate the junction. At no stage is it expected that a 
car will stop in the middle of the junction to figure out what is going on or to make a u-turn. 
Now consider a cyclist approaching a similar junction. In many, if not most cases, it is not at 
all obvious to a cyclist how they can legally and safely make a right turn or even go straight 
on. If a cyclist is not familiar with the junction - or has not got a detailed engineering drawing 
with him/her - the information conveyed by the infrastructure will send the cyclists down the 
road to the left. This is unacceptable. 

1.7 We are very much in favour of roundabout removals, as indicated in the Swords area and on 
R132, and their replacement by signalised junctions, as these are generally more receptive 
to safe use by cyclists and pedestrians. However, in too many cases, cyclists are simply 
shunted into shared spaces with pedestrians which contravenes the NTA’s own guidance.  
Section 1.9 of the National Cycle Manual includes the following advice: “Shared facilities 
between pedestrians and cyclists generally result in reduced Quality of Service for both modes 
and should not be considered as a first option.” 
(http://www.cyclemanual.ie/manual/thebasics/1-9-pedestrians-and-cyclists/). This advice is 
entirely consistent with the feedback we receive hear from the National Council for the Blind 
of Ireland. Please revisit all situations where (potentially fast moving commuting) cyclists are 
set the share space with pedestrians.  

1.8 Where off-road cycle tracks are proposed, it is essential that there is a level difference with 
the footway. Shared cycle-pedestrians spaces are only acceptable (both for cyclists and 
pedestrians and especially mobility impaired pedestrians) in very low flow situations. This 
design feature is very common in the Northwest Swords area Map 2 particularly. 

1.9 BRT/QBC passing a side road on the left. There needs to be design provision for car drivers 
turning left across BRT/QBC lane and then across cycle-lane on the inside. There is a 
serious safety issue here for cyclists.  This repeats itself throughout the scheme.    

1.10 When off-road cycle tracks are provided, it is unclear / not thought through how 
cyclists turn right off the off-road track to access developments on the opposite side of the 
road. 

BRT and Other Vehicles 
1.11 We are very unhappy with the proposals for cyclists in relation to crossing the Airport 

roundabout. The proposals as outlined are a particular deterrent to cyclists traveling north to 
south towards the city: cyclists will be required to make 4 separate crossings of these busy 
roads just to get through this junction. This junction design needs fresh thinking where 
cycling is concerned and we recommend that some form of high quality pedestrian/cyclist 
bridge is carefully considered. 

1.12 It is not clear if there are due to be any longitudinal constraints on the BRT lanes at 
any stage to prevent interference and entry by other traffic.  This is a not-uncommon feature 



of other BRT systems. Clarity on proposals to restrict unwanted entry of ‘other’ vehicles into 
BRT lanes would be welcome. 

1.13 Whether taxis are admitted to the BRT lanes needs to be reviewed on a case-by-
case basis. Taxis can facilitate public transport trips and are very useful for people who do 
not have access to cars. However, if the volume of taxis in a bus lane gets to the point where 
the buses are being delayed then they frustrate the proper functioning of the system. 
Consideration needs to be given to the average occupancy of vehicles. For taxis it is low, 
especially given the number of taxis driving around waiting to pick up passengers. 
Meanwhile buses can efficiently carry large numbers of people. The Canal Cordon Counts of 
traffic into Dublin City centre show that efficient bus lanes into the city can carry very large 
numbers of people, to the extent that they can improve the situation in the general vehicle 
lanes as well. In particular taxis should be removed from many of the congested city centre 
bus lanes. When designing for taxis the question should be: Are passengers finding it 
difficult to find a taxi and what needs to be done about it?  

Speeds and Places: 
1.14 30km/hr. There are many parts of the route in which: (a) there is a very narrow cycle-

lane on the inside of the BRT & Bus Lane, and/or (b) there are (multiple) left-turn movements 
across the cycle-lane, and/or (c ) the cycle-lane is positioned on the outside (i.e. the right-
side) of bus-stops and/or left-only lanes. Therefore, one can expect there to be weaving of 
one type or another across the paths that cyclists will be taking. For these weaving 
movements to occur safely, speeds need to be low. We strongly recommend that for all of 
the BRT route within the canal cordon area and for those other parts passing through narrow 
and/or pedestrian heavy corridors, that the speed limit is set as 30km/hr. We expect this will 
have minimal impact on journey times as bus speeds would rarely rise about 30 km/hr in 
these streets. This will also have a positive urban design impact in conjunction with good 
detailing of the infrastructure.   

1.15 Consideration needs to be given, especially in city areas, to the reduction of 
entry/exit points on to the main route. The development of the BRT proposal needs to 
prioritise main route traffic flow and prioritise side entry/exit points in order to prioritise traffic 
along BRT route, increase safety for all road users, and reduce the level of ‘rat running’ by 
other vehicles, which are disruptive to residential areas. 

Links / Other General Points 
1.16 What is the legal position re cyclists using BRT lane? 

1.17 It is proposed that blue painted cycle track at particular locations. 

1.18 Buffer zones between (parallel) car parking / loading / taxi rank spaces and cycle 
track. There must be adequate width to take account of wider doors of Sports Utility Vehicles 
etc. Cycle tracks should never be positioned alongside parked vehicles. It is never 
appropriate to encourage cyclists to cycle in this position where they are vulnerable to being 
hit by opening doors. 



Section 2: Comments on the General Planning of the Scheme 

2.1 An Taisce made a submission in March 2014 on the initial consultation on the Swiftway 
system, which was strongly supportive of the proposals. 
http://www.antaisce.org/node/978 

2.2 An Taisce also drew and published a series of schematic maps illustrating the potential 
of the various proposals in the National Transport Authority Draft Integrated 
Implementation Plan 2013-2018. See this press release: 
http://www.antaisce.org/node/366 and the maps in full in the appendix of this submission: 
http://www.antaisce.org/node/978 

2.3 An Taisce is strongly supportive of the overall concept of Bus Rapid Transit for Dublin, of 
the National Transport Authority’s Draft Integrated Implementation Plan 2013 – 2018 and 
of the SwiftWay proposals. 

2.4 Detailed comments and constructive criticisms follow below. Here we will make some 
general comments. 

2.5 If one goes back and reads the section on Quality Bus Corridor (QBC’s) in the 1995 
Dublin Transport Initiative report, there is a list of measures which were to be included in 
the QBC’s. The list is very similar to the list in the current proposals, and what is 
generally considered Bus Rapid Transit. 

2.6 Since 1995 there has been much debate about Bus Rapid Transit, QBC’s and Light Rail 
Transit, both nationally and internationally. The concept of Bus Rapid Transit has 
become widely known among transport policymakers. The Luas in Dublin has been a 
striking success with the public and has changed the perception of what public transport 
can be, among a large sector of the population. The QBC’s have been a mixed success. 
Where good priority and frequency were delivered there has been a large shift from 
private car use to bus use e.g. the Stillorgan, Malahide and Lucan QBC’s. Other QBC’s 
have been less successful. Many of the other high quality customer experience elements 
of the DTI proposals have not been delivered. 

2.7 The conclusion that should be drawn is not that the QBC’s have failed, but that they have 
been a partial success due to their partial implementation. What is needed now is to use 
the Luas as a local benchmark of quality, and to use international experience of BRT, to 
upgrade the QBC’s to the same level of quality as Luas. The SwiftWay proposal will do 
this if done correctly. 

2.8 It should also be noted that much has been achieved since 1995, which will make 
SwiftWay a lot easier to deliver compared, for example, to what a typical British city 
might face. E.g.  
� Significant priority has already been claimed for QBC’s especially on this Swords

QBC route.
� We now have the Leap Card integrated ticket.
� We have a National Transport Authority to deliver integrated transport.



� We have built up considerable local skills thought the RPA and QBN Office.
� We have the Automatic Vehicle Location system and a control centre to manage

public transport and traffic.
� The College Green busgate
�  The Marlborough Street bridge.
� An Integrated Journey Planner and the Google Maps planner.

The missing pieces of the jigsaw are: 

� Integrated branding for urban public transport
� Integrated information and mapping for public transport
� High quality vehicles
� High quality public transport interchanges.
� Good running surfaces
� Signal priority in certain areas.

Long Term Potential of BRT 

2.9 Dublin has expanded massively over the last generation into a sprawling low density city. 
We will never provide an integrated Paris Metro public transport system across the entire 
city using rail due to the size and density of the area to be served. 

2.10 It is crucial to deploy our investment as widely as possible and to provide an 
integrated network. An Taisce has illustrated this network effect in the maps in the 
Appendix. It can be seen that the SwiftWay and Phoenix Park tunnel projects can for the 
first time provide a significant integrated network of public transport services across the 
city. It can be seen how many potential trips could be made by making only one transfer. 

2.11 Suggestions have been made in some of the maps in the Appendices for improved 
integration. Other maps also illustrate the long-term benefits of the Dart Underground 
proposals. 

2.12 Another benefit of the BRT proposals is that they can be deployed quickly. If they are 
successful, as they have been elsewhere, a debate can be held about extending them to 
other areas such as Ballymun, Coolock, Finglas and Lucan. See the maps produced 
here by Aris Venetikidis for the longterm potential: 
http://www.venetikidis.com/ArisV/DUBLIN_TRANSPORT_MAP.html 

Comments on Capacity 

2.13 The comments on capacity, that BRT is a mode that fits in between conventional bus 
and Light Rail Transport, are not valid. International guidance and examples show that 
BRT can provide the same capacity as Light Rail Transit. There are a variety of criteria 
for why one might choose between Light Rail Transit and Bus Rapid Transit. It is not a 
case of deciding the capacity that is required and then selecting the mode. The existing 
QBC’s such as the Malahide, Lucan and UCD ones, have an actual delivered capacity of 
up to 8000 passengers per direction per hour (i.e. buses with capacities of 91 or 125 at 
60 to 120 buses per hour.).  



Environmental Concerns 
2.14 As noted there are a variety of options for propulsion of the vehicles. Wrightbus in 

Ballymena manufacture efficient diesel hybrid buses. The Cristalis trolleybus BRT 
system from Lyon is also an option. When considering the environmental benefits it is 
important to consider the potential reduction in car use. E.g. A BRT system with diesel 
buses will still deliver a reduction in local and overall emissions due to the reduction in 
private car use. Furthermore the lower cost of BRT means that more if it can be 
deployed. The potential for emissions reduction per euro of investment should be 
considered. 

Section 3: Detailed Comments on Public Transport Aspects 

Welcome for the scale of the investment 
3.1 An Taisce strongly welcomes the improvement in provision for buses that these 

proposals represent. They should be able to deliver a proper Bus Rapid Transit service 
rather than just some sort of super-QBC. In particular we welcome:  
(a) The decision to provide continuous high quality infrastructure and to address pinch 
points through road widening, land purchase, bridge reconstruction and significant 
construction. In the past QBC’s were often limited to working within the existing roadway 
leading to significant comprimises. 
(b) The reallocation of general traffic lanes to bus lanes and the creation of bus only 
streets in the city centre.  
(c) The rationalising of lane widths for all lanes along the route. The consideration of 
urban design in the City Centre.  

The Dublin Port Tunnel Bus Services 
3.2 The bus services through the Dublin Port Tunnel from Swords and the Airport will remain 

attractive for many passengers. They may serve different areas, provide a better door-to-
door journey time or provide a better chance of getting a seat. Both should compliment 
each other. The branding of these Port Tunnel services should be considered in the 
delivery of the Swiftway to Swords. At BRT platforms in Swords and the Airport there 
should be clear information on the different options passengers have.  

Enforcement of Bus Lanes 
3.3 The BRT lanes in the centre of the Swords bypass are a welcome innovation. Where 

kerb lane BRT lanes are provided: General traffic should not be allowed enter the BRT 
lane beyond the junction at all. Before the junction all general traffic should generally be 
excluded. If traffic is allowed in, it should only be left-turning traffic. Traffic going straight-
on should not be allowed in as is the present arrangement on many QBC’s. 

3.4 Consideration should be given to concrete, plastic or rubber physical separators to 
exclude general traffic. 

3.5 The legislation should be amended to allow for enforcement cameras on the front of 
buses. If they encounter a vehicle illegally in the bus lane they should record this 



allowing a fine to be posted out. This would be fair and efficient as, by definition, the 
illegal car would be delaying the bus. 

Bendy Buses 
3.6 There appears to be a prejudice against bendy-buses in the London based media. These 

are run successfully in many places across the world and can be designed to work in 
Dublin. 

3.7 The trial of bendy buses on the No. 4 a few years ago was doomed to fail from the start 
due to the use of bendy buses with only a single door. 

3.8 In the section on cycling we have made detailed comments about bike-bus interaction. 

Urban Design 
3.9 There is a need to consider a wider range of criteria when designing the system that 

narrow transport considerations. The routes will run along key urban corridors. For 
Dublin to be an attractive and competitive city for citizens and investors, we need to 
design streets that are beautiful and that consider all uses. 

3.10 The Line 4 BRT route in Nantes is a leading international example. The design of the 
Luas on Harcourt Street and the Luas Red line through the City Centre are also good 
local examples. 

3.11 The new Irish Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets is excellent and should 
also be used: 
http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/DevelopmentandHousing/Planning/FileDownLoad,
32670,en.pdf 

3.12 A good reference on integrating BRT into urban streets is the CERTU report on Bus 
with a High Level of Service (BHLS). It explains the need to provide a façade to façade 
urban design treatment. http://www.uitp-bhls.eu or available on request from 
secretary@antaisce.org  

Branding 

3.13 The SwiftWay branding and graphic design looks weak. 

3.14 We already have good and respected brand for this type of service with the Luas 
brand. This brand should be used for the BRT routes too. The Luas level of quality 
should be used as a benchmark in delivering a similar level of quality for the BRT routes. 

3.15 There is also a need to rationalise and integrate branding of public transport 
generally in Dublin. London has Cross Rail, Underground and bus. Paris has RER, Metro 
and Bus. Germany has S-Bahn, U-Bahn and Bus. Spain has Cercanias, Metro and Bus. 
Ireland should follow this good practice. We should have a hierarchy of services based 
on the passenger experience not the operator or mode. We should brand the network 
around a hierarchy of three levels of service: DART, Luas and Bus.  
(a) DART: Covers longer distances with greater station spacing with high capacity and a 
minimum frequency of 4 services per hour. Can be electrified or diesel trains or possibly 
an express Airport bus service through the Dublin Port Tunnel.  
(b) Luas: Serves urban area of Dublin with medium sized distances and stop spacing 



and a minimum frequeny of 6 services per hour. E.g. the existing Luas Light Rail 
services and the proposed BRT services.  
(c) Bus: The remaining bus services which compliment Dart and Luas. See the maps by 
Aris Venetikidis to see how this might look in practice. 
http://www.venetikidis.com/ArisV/DUBLIN_TRANSPORT_MAP.html  

Points to Consider in the Detailed Design for Part 8 
3.16 The detailed design for the Part 8 Planning Application should consider the following 

points. 

3.17 Branding and mapping. A map of high quality public transport including DART Luas 
and Swiftway must be produced and used. It is pointless displaying maps of independent 
DART, LUAS and Swiftway systems on each individual service. What the passenger 
needs is an integrated transport system. 

3.18 The detailed design must address signage for integration with other high quality 
public transport services. e.g. with the train at Drumcondra and the Luas in the City 
Centre. There needs to be clear information for people getting off a Luas or Swiftway on 
the platform to guide them to the platform of the next service they wish to get. This will 
be difficult to design in the O’Connell St. / Abbey Street area but is very important. See 
for example the new Barcelona Bus Network http://www.tmb.cat/en/nova-xarxa-de-bus 
where there is information and signage on the footpath to guide passengers from one 
stop to the next. 

3.19 From Parnell Square to Earlsfort Terrace the Swiftway goes through some of Dublin’s 
set-piece urban spaces such as O’Connell Street, Parnell Square, Merrion Square and 
St. Stephen’s Green. A high level of detail will be required for the Part 8 application to 
demonstrate how these spaces will work as urban places, including street furniture and 
paving layouts and materials. 

Section 4. Specific points 

Map 19 
� Leeson Street and Earlsfort Terrace

o As per sections A-A and BB, cycle-lanes of a width of 1.2m are far too narrow.
As the designers may well be aware, the research of Parkin & Meyers (2010)
showed that drivers pass more closely to cyclists within narrow cycle lanes
than to those cyclists on roads without narrow cycle lanes. Such narrow lanes
are at best pointless and at worst dangerous. See Earlsfort Terrace point
below.

� The Leeson Street / Stephen’s Green junction is still hostile for cycling as per these
designs. More specifically:

o The (intimidating for many) right hand turn from Leeson Street onto Stephen’s
Green West remains the same.  this is an opportunity to address this issue



o The  provision of a straight ahead eastbound cycle lane from Stephens
Green South on to Leeson St is already part of the Stephens Green East 
scheme yet to be completed fully.  This has not been included on this drawing 
and should be. 

� Earlsfort Terrace
o The National Concert Hall is one of the main cultural institutions in the city,

and before and after events, concert goers drift back and forth across the
street to the hotel and bar across the road. Surely there is an opportunity here
to redefine Earlsfort Terrace as a place – and an attractive public space using
high quality materials? As with the existing designs, the street is very much
‘channelised’ into a series of corridors defined by lines and signs. This
represents a lost opportunity.

� Earlsfort Terrace/Hatch st
We note no specific provision for BRT along Hatch Street, and query the viability of the 
movement from Earlsfort Terrace into Hatch St.  Is this feasible with large BRT vehicles? 

� Merrion Row.
o The footways on this street are of an excessively narrow width and have been

for decades. The effective width is even narrower given the presence of
bollards. Surely this is an opportunity to widen the paths.

o A contra-flow cycle track on this street linking back as far as Baggot Street
Lower is really needed here.

� Merrion Square West
o We do not understand why the nose-to-kerb car parking directly adjacent to the
southbound cycle track is retained, as from the drawings it would appear that access to 
traffic other than public transport and bikes is forbidden.. Surely this is the time to move this 
parking – and the drawings show extra proposed parking on Merrion St Upper and there is 
ample parking on the other sides of Merrion Square. 

� Merrion Street Lower / Lincoln PlaceWe are happy with the provision of a northbound
contra-flow cycle track on Merrion St. Lower, but provision for entry into rear of Trinity
College should be included we are concerned about the utility of an off-road cycle
track takes a tight (LH) turn onto Lincoln Place - do we want this last piece in!!?

o LH turn from Westland Row onto M.St. Lower. It is a really bad idea to position
a cycle track on the LHS of a tight left turn here. The safer manoeuvre here is
for the cyclist to take the lane; otherwise they risk being crushed.

� Leinster Street
o We strongly endorse the proposal to run a contraflow cycle lane Westwards to

link with Nassau Street (and on to Suffolk Street)

Map 18 
� Westland Row

o As per the designs, no northbound cycle lane is shown, even though this is a
priority Cycle Route 13 in proposed GDA cycle network; cyclists, it is
assumed, will share the BRT & bus lane. It is recommended that the speed
limit on this street is set at 30kph.

There is no p 
� Lombard Street



o We strongly endorse the proposal to run a northbound contraflow cycle track
along Lombard St. However, the plans need to be clear on a route for cyclists
coming from Westland Row northbound to enter Lombard St. This needs to
be addressed.  We also suggest that thehis northbound route be extended to
Liffey.

o Similarly the contraflow track needs to continue northwards onto the quays
� Pearse Street

o Westbound. Given the proximity of this route to Trinity College Dublin and the
nearby Dublin Bikes station, it is preferable that a wide (2.5m +) cycle track is
provided here to allow for cyclists of mixed abilities to over-take each other.
There is adequate width available from building to building to cater for this
proposal.

o Eastbound. We strongly endorse the proposal to have an eastbound
contraflow cycle lane. However, the tie-in with the D’Olier Street cycle-lane
needs to be re-examined/configured. Additionally, the contra-flow cycle track
on Pearse Street needs to be extended southbound along the rest of Pearse
Street towards Ringsend Road

We note proposed repositioning of pedestrian crossing on Pearse St close to 
Shaw Street and wonder why!? 

� College Street
o While appreciating that the BRT route does not extend beyond the College Green area ,
we feel it is incumbent to indicate how the prioritised Cycle Routes 7 & 11 in the GDA Cycle 
Network, will link in with Dame St/Nassau St  It is unclear from Map 18 what is proposed at 
the junction of College Street and Westmoreland Street. How is it proposed that bicycle 
users will continue onto College Green (and then onto Dame Street and Grafton Street)? 
This is too crucial a junction to be left unresolved! 

� D’Olier Street/College St/Westmoreland St
We strongly endorse the general proposals for this area. The proposals should greatly 
improve these areas as public spaces.  But, we recommend that the complex junction at 
CollegeSt/Townsend St be given a clear  ‘Visualisation’ to enable clarity of interpretation. 
We also suggest that provision be included for cycling to and from Hawkins St. 

o We strongly endorse the proposal to rationalise the space on Dolier St so that
there is only one remaining Shared Bus & Traffic Lane. We are concerned
however with the design detail, traffic signalling and positioning of the cycle-
lane to the left of the BRT & Bus Lane when, presumably, buses will be
turning left onto Townsend Street

� Westmoreland Street
o It appears as if the proposed off-road cycle track is two-way. The drawings

need to show the tie-ins with other tracks more clearly.
Map 17 

�

� O’Connell Street
o We note O Connell St plans for cyclists are still to be developed, but also note present
plans show no provision for northbound cyclists between O Connell bridge and Henry St 

Northbound. Plan for cyclists? 
o Southbound. Proposals for cyclists to access Westmoreland St 2 way cycle

track from O Connell St should be clarified



� Parnell St and Marlborough St, while not prioritised in the GDA Cycle Network,
should be referenced as potential ‘low traffic’ cycle routes and designs incorporated
to faciliate cycle movement avopiding thje busy O Connell St both in north and south
directions

� Parnell Square East
o Northbound. We warmly welcome the provision of a northbound cycle-lane to

link with North Frederick Street. We also support the design element of
having a cycle track behind the bus-stop. This will work well on the incline as
the speeds of cyclists will be low/moderate.

The proposal as outlined for a ‘shared lane’ northbound on Parnell Square east 
needs to be clarified.  Is this to include ALL traffic as it would appear!?  We 
are not in favour of ‘other’ traffic in this area, as it will critically affect BRT and 
public transport performance. 

o Re: the idea of having the cycle track behind the bus-stop on the southbound
direction, we are cautious about the idea of fast-moving cyclists interacting
with embarking/disembarking bus passengers here. The detail needs to be
right here.

Map 16 
� Consider reduction in side entry/exit routes to increase main route traffic flows,

improve safety for all road users, and reduce ‘rat running’ traffic levels.
we note provision at Binn’s Bridge for proposed Royal canal cycle route crossing 

� North Frederick Street
� Outbound. Adequate buffer between parking/loading/taxi bay and cycle track? 
� Inbound provision for cyclists between Dorset St and Hardwicke St on N 

Frederick St needs to be clear as this is also part of GDA Network cycle route 
3 

� Dorset Street Lower
� Outbound.  Concern that a (narrow) cycle-lane is positioned on the inside of 

the BRT & Bus Lane and that there are multiple side roads into which cars will 
be turning. From a Bikeabilty perspective, the cyclist would be safer cycling in 
the middle of a narrow combined bus and cycle lane. 

� Both cycle lane and BRT lane widths are sacrificed on part of this route (see 
Section CC) - this design needs to be revisited, favouring sustainable 
transport options, possibly at the expense of reducing pathway widths and 
placing public lighting on buildings rather than lamp standards!?  

Map 15 (Drumcondra) 
� Drumcondra (Tolka River) Bridge

� Outbound.  There is conflict between visualisation diagram and outline plan 
drawing.  If Shared space between pedestrians and cyclists is proposed as in 
Visualisation it puts both parties at risk. Additionally, the north end of the cycle 
track brings cyclists back onto the carriageway at the point where vehicles 
turn left. POTENTIALLY VERY DANGEROUS. 



� Inbound. Cycle lane alongside BRT & Bus Lane looks very narrow. See 
general point above. 

� Upper Drumcondra Road
� Staggered pedestrian crossing. A single stage crossing would treat 

pedestrians with more dignity rather than treating them like sheep! 
� Outbound. Outside St. Patrick’s College, is the cycle lane part of the BRT 

platform?  
� Inbound. Junction with Richmond Road. Again, cyclists are being positioned 

in a less-than-ideal situation with respect to left turners into Richmond Road. 
This need revisiting.  

� Lower Drumcondra Road
� The proposed cycle tracks appear to mirror existing routes.  Many seasoned cyclists

stay on main road at this location due to poor quality of cycle track and the number of
junctions to be negotiated, where present priority is for exiting motor vehicles.  The
priority for cyclists needs to be clear from all directions!

� The longitudinal profile of the cycle tracks in both directions on this section needs to
be improved, particularly at crossings of minor roads.  The present profile is one of
the reasons why many cyclists remain on the main road.  There is also an
opportunity to improve the relatively steep entry to the southbound cycle track by
relocating the entry point from Drumcondra Road Lower to a point further northwards.

� This section as in many others along the proposed route needs to give consideration
to closing off a number of side road entry/exit points, and developing alternative
traffic flows.  the side road incursions, while necessary at some points are disruptive
of main route flow, and need to be prioritised

Map 14 (Drumcondra / Griffith Avenue) 
� Outbound

� Junction with Wellpark Avenue. Left-turn conflict with straight-ahead cyclists - 
need to be clear on priority. 

� Inbound
� Junction with Griffith Avenue. Left-turn conflict with straight-ahead cyclists - 

need to be clear on priority. 
major issues again with cycle options at Griffith, especially for right turners, and also 
for straight ahead priority, both on main route and East-West legs 

Map 12 (Whitehall) 

� Swords Road / Collins Avenue Junction
� The same issues in relation to shared facilities occur again 
� major issues again with cycle options at all junctions especially for right 

turners, and also for straight ahead priority 
� Cyclists mixed with pedestrians here. Not satisfactory. 
� How is it proposed that inbound cyclists on the Swords Road turn right onto 

Collins Avenue? 



� How is it proposed that eastbound cyclists on Collins Avenue (Whitehall side) 
turn right onto Swords Road to head inbound? 

� Particular difficulty with cyclists travelling from old Swords Road towards City 
and how it is proposed that they negotiate this junction 

� No idication of west-east or east-west cycle orovision on Collins Avenue 
� Swords Road/Shantalla Road Junction design needs a full revamp to take account of

Priority Cycle Route 2A from Swords to City Centre.  Design shown on Map 12 is
unclear in realtion to priority.  Consideration should also be given to close off minor
roads to motor traffic at this junction

Maps 11 and 13 (Coolock Lane/Santry) 
We assume that proper priority will be given to BRT crossing on Coolock Lane and at 
Swords Road junction 
The same issues in relation to shared facilities occur again 
major issues again with cycle options at all junctions especially for right turners, and also for 
straight ahead priority 
While we appreciate that the proposed cycle routing through Santry village is not on the 
direct route of the proposed BRT, we are very disappointed with the marginal changes 
proposed through this area, shown on Map 13.  This is not in keeping with the stated aims in 
the Route Options Report Section 2.7, to provide...’cycle infrastructure to the appropriate 
level and quality of service (as defined by the NTA National Cycle Manual) required for a 
primary cycle route’, nor for what is proposed as major Cycle Route 2A in GDA Cycle 
Network.  

� Outbound
� Left turn slip lane into Omni Park creates a difficult zone for cyclists. Not 

recommended as per Cycle Manual: “Slip lanes often give drivers an 
unreasonable sense of priority, and by virtue of their oblique geometry, they 
restrict views of cyclists and pedestrians. They should be removed wherever 
possible.” (http://www.cyclemanual.ie/manual/designing/4-5-left-turns/) 

� Crossing of Santry Avenue. It would be advantageous to run large cycle logos 
across the junctions here - i.e. to link with cycle/bus lane on other side of 
junction. 

� Swords Road / Coolock Lane junction. Provision for cyclists is totally inadequate
here. Cyclists appear to be given the crumbs at the table here and are mixed with
pedestrians. How is the right turn from Coolock Lane onto Swords for cyclists
supposed to work?We would hope that this is not indicative of the standards
proposed for Route 2A as outlined in the final GDA Cycle Network Plan!?

Map 10 (Santry Lane / Turnapin) 
� South of Santry River (on both sides of the road)

� Cyclists mixed with pedestrians on a shared surface. This is inadvisable on a 
commuting route where cyclists will be travelling at speed, and it should be 
possible to extend the land take on Morton Stadium side to enable full 
separate provision.. 

� Turnapin Lane junction
� Need to avoid mixing cyclists and pedestrians here as well [CHECK 

GRADIENTS HERE. SPEEDS WILL BE HIGH IF THIS IS DOWNHILL] 



Map 09 (Dardistown) 
� Junction of Swords Road and Collinstown. The design of this junction needs to be

revisited. Cyclists appear to be an after-thought, sharing with pedestrians and losing
priority for many movements.  More specifically:

� Provision for northbound cyclists along Swords Road across this junction is 
too fragmented and discontinuous.  

� Right turn for cyclists from Collinstown onto Swords Road inbound. How does 
this work?  

� Similarly right turn for cyclists coming from airport on to Collinstown Road 

Map 08 

� Inbound and outbound. Shared space between (potentially very fast moving) cyclists
and pedestrians is unsatisfactory.  - this section has just been recently completed as
laid out on this drawing.  It is essentially no change to the existing situation, which
has been praised in a number of quarters!

� Junction of Swords Road and South Corballis (airport entrance) Road. There is
terrible service here for cyclists:

� On every arm of the junction it appears to be assumed that all cyclists turn 
left!  What about (i) straight-ahead manoeuvres and (ii) right hand-turns?! 
This need to be catered for properly. 

� North of South Corballis(Airport Entrance) Road going outbound, heading northwards
� This provides a very low level of service for cyclists through sharing space 

with pedestrians and losing priority at six entrances. This is not of a standard 
consistent with the new cycle manual! 

� It is completely unclear how cyclists will turn right off this ‘facility’ - turn right to 
where!!?? - there are no options 

� Junction opposite ‘Kealy’s’.
� Conflicts / loss of priority for southbound (staight-ahead) cyclists with left-

turners.  This needs to be revisited. - this at present is a dead end entrance 
with no activity….but point taken 

Map 07 (Airport Roundabout / Cloughran) 
� Airport Roundabout

� North, East and South arms. It is assumed that these will be signalled to 
provide priority for BRT? - this roundabout is already a signalled roundabout.  
Are you just making a GENERAL point here as it should be assumed that ALL 
junctions will give priority!? 

� As mentioned above under ‘General Points’, the cycle provision at the main 
Airport Roundabout is unacceptable and will not lead to increased cycling 
along this route due to the complexity of movements required when heading 
towards the city.  This junction requires a radical solution.  

� Clonshaugh Road junction
� We welcome the conversion of the roundabout to a signallised crossing. 
� However, it is still slightly unclear how each of the right-turn manoeuvres for 

cyclists will take place. There appears to be little right-turn pockets to support 
two-stage crossings.  Will these be supported by dedicated cycle signals to 



enable cyclists to move ahead of the traffic which is behind them (some of 
which might be turning left) 

Map 06 
� Two-way cycle track on East side of road. We are uneasy about the provision of two-

way cycle tracks alongside roads where there are adjacent developments or side-
roads, given that drivers exiting these places may not expect to see cyclists.

� Outbound. Cycle provision outside of Texaco. Given the geometry of entrances to the
petrol station here, there is a high risk of conflict with straight-ahead moving cyclists.
The design here is totally inadequate to meet the five needs of cyclists: road safety,
coherence, directness, attractiveness and comfort - as stressed in the NTA Cycle
Manual (http://www.cyclemanual.ie/manual/thebasics/fiveneeds/)

� Dublin Road / Boroimhe Road / Airside four armed-junction and approaches to the
junction.

� See standard point above. 
� Shared space with pedestrians on a commuter cycling route is not 

satisfactory 
� Both straight-ahead and right turn movement for cyclists are convoluted. They 

also involve the cyclist interchanging between being a cyclists and 
pedestrians-on-wheels.  

Map 05 to Map 03 
1  We fail to understand in the context of the overall design why no cycling 

provision is proposed along the R132 between the Estuary and Pinnock Hill 
roundabouts, despite the explanation in Section 3.4.3 of the Options Assessment 
Report.  The R132 is the most obviously direct route from North Swords & North 
Dublin to the airport and city centre, and there is adequate width to enable cycling 
provision to be accommodated.   

� Pinnock Hill Roundabout/junction
� We welcome the conversion of the roundabout to a signallised crossing. 
� However, provision for cyclists at this reconfigured junction is still VERY poor. 

� While there are four general traffic lanes plus the BRT lane on the 
southern approach arm to the junction, cyclists are lumped in with 
pedestrians and forced to take a convoluted route simply to continue 
through the junction. This is the type of design we came to expect 15 
years ago, but not in 2014!  This needs revisiting. Cyclists are not 
pedestrians whenever a junction appears!  

� All other arms and manoeuvres need to be ‘proofed’ from a bicycle 
perspective. 

� North of junction, what happens to cyclists?!

Map 04 
� Junction with Malahide Road

� While we welcome the conversion of the roundabout to a signallised four 
armed junction, the proposed design still looks like it represents an incredibly 
intimidating space for cyclists. By providing so many lanes of traffic(left-only, 



straight-ahead, right-only) on the approach to the junction, this has the effect 
of creating a very long crossing distance for cyclists using the Malahide Road. 
Even for pedestrians (and especially elderly or more mobility impaired 
pedestrians) walking across four lanes of traffic to reach the BRT stop will feel 
intimidating. In the context of ultimately seeking to reduce car trips, these 
types of designs where so much provision is made for cars need to be 
phased out. 

� Junction with Seatown
� Similar comments to previous points above apply. 

The cycling links at the Seatown Junction (Map 4) on the R132 need to link in with 
plans being developed for the Sutton to Swords cycling route, and should indicate 
these potential links, as this route is likely to be quite busy and used for leisure 
cycling once developed. 

�

Map 03 
� Castlegrange Road / R132 junction.

� There is inadequate clarity as to how cyclists are to cross the R132, say, to 
travel from Castlegrange Road to Newcourt Road (? i.e. the road off which 
Newcourt links). Sharing with pedestrians is not satisfactory. Cyclists are road 
users not pedestrians!  PLEASE STOP TREATING CYCLISTS AS 
PEDESTRIANS WHEN THEY REACH JUNCTIONS.  

� Balheary Road crossroads.
� Once again cyclists are turned into pedestrians at junctions. This is not 

satisfactory. 
� How are cyclists to go straight and turn right for each movement through the 

junction?  Clearly this has not been addressed. 

Map 02 
� West end of scheme

� Again, the cyclist is assumed to be a pedestrian on wheels. Not satisfactory. 

Map 01 
� For various stretches on the westbound and eastbound directions, it is unclear / not

thought through how cyclists turn right off the off-road track to access developments
on the opposite side of the road.

We trust you find the above comments helpful as the scheme advances to the next stage. 
We look forward to seeing the next iteration of design drawing. 

Yours faithfully, 

Damien  Ó Tuama 
National Cycling Coordinator – Cyclist.ie / An Taisce 



APPENDIX 

Schematic maps by An Taisce of the National Transport Authority’s Draft Integrated 
Implementation Plan 2013 – 2018 including the Swords BRT. 



Live Public Transport Proposals in Dublin in 2014
= Existing public transport services for comparison
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:49

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: BRTSubmission_AT_C.ie_DCC_FINAL__APPENDIX.pdf

From: Damien Ó Tuama 

Organisation: An Taisce, Cyclist.ie and Dublin Cycling Campaign 

Address: Tailor's Hall, Back Lane, Christchurch, Dublin 2. 

Comments: 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

This document is a combined submission from three organisations working together: An Taisce, Cyclist.ie – 

The Irish Cycling Advocacy Network, and Dublin Cycling Campaign. We produced our submission 

collaboratively as thought it would be easier for the designers to consider all of the points when presented in 

one single coherent thread, rather than spread over three separate submissions (and involving duplication). I 

would be grateful if you can note the three separate organisations when listing the submissions received. 

I would also be grateful if, in the interests of transparent government, the NTA could publish (online) all the 

submissions received.  

Thank you. 

Damien Ó Tuama 

National Cycling Coordinator 

damien.otuama@antaisce.org 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

0464a

louise.odriscoll
Highlight



National Transport Authority 
Dún Scéine 
Harcourt Lane 
Dublin 2 

Friday, November 28, 2014 

The Tailor's Hall, Back Lane, Dublin 8. 
E:  Damien.otuama@antaisce.org 

T:  01-7077064 
M: +353-87-2840799 

Public Consultation on Swiftway Bus Rapid Transit – 

Swords/Airport to City Centre 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am pleased to make a submission in respect to the above proposal. This submission has 
been jointly prepared by An Taisce (www.antaisce.org), Cyclist.ie – The Irish Cycling 
Advocacy Network (www.cyclist.ie) and Dublin Cycling Campaign (www.dublincycling.ie). 

The submission comprises four main sections: 
Section 1: Overarching Remarks / Standard Points Applying to Many Locations 
Section 2: Comments on the General Planning of the Scheme 
Section 3: Detailed Comments on Public Transport Aspects 
Section 4: Specific points on a map-by-map basic with a particular focus on the perspectives 
of bicycle users 
These are followed in the Appendices by schematic maps by An Taisce of the National 
Transport Authority’s Draft Integrated Implementation Plan 2013 – 2018 including the 
Swords BRT. 

Please excuse any formatting inconsistencies / typos etc. in this submission. It took 
considerable time to examine the voluminous material made available on your website: 
http://www.nationaltransport.ie/consultations/public-consultation-on-swiftway-bus-rapid-
transit-swordsairport-to-city-centre/ 

0464b



Section 1: Overarching Remarks / Standard Points Applying to 

Many Locations 

1.1 Dublin Cycling Campaign/Cyclist.ie/An Taisce, as indicated in our original submissions, are 
overall strongly in favour of the concept of BRT and in this case of the proposed BRT public 
transport preferred route between Swords and City Centre. We are of the view that the 
provision of high quality public transport and BRT is an essential strand to an efficient and 
more sustainable transport system where car commuting is de-prioritised. This imperative is 
all the more pressing as the scientific knowledge around the cumulative build-up of fossil-fuel 
based emissions crystallizes further – as set out, for example, in the latest publication of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-
report/ar5/syr/SYR_AR5_SPMcorr1.pdf). 

1.2 We commend the NTA and consultants in producing such a comprehensive and detailed 
report and route assessment process.  We are particularly happy to see the inclusion of 
‘cycle network integration’ as part of the Multi Criteria Analysis (MCA) approach, as outlined 
in the Route Options Assessment Report. 

1.3 The present drawings which, as indicated, are ‘subject to further development’, contain a 
number of minor errors in presentation, which create a certain amount of confusion in 
determining the detail of what is actually proposed in a small number of areas.  We look 
forward to perusing the final iteration of the drawings in order to comment fully. 

1.4 We are conscious that the overall design must meet the requirements of the Roads Act, 
1993, Sect 13.(5), which states: “In the performance of their functions under subsections (1) 
and (2), a road authority shall consider the needs of all road users”. From our examination of 
the drawings and as elaborated below, it appears that at too many junctions and along some 
links, the cyclist is thought of as a ‘pedestrian on wheels’ rather than a user of a vehicle and 
this translates into very circuitous, convoluted and ultimately inadequate provision for 
cycling. 

Junctions, Crossings and Shared Cyclist/Pedestrian Spaces 

1.5 We have issues with virtually all of the junctions in relation to cycling and these need to be 
looked at in detail. The final proposed solutions need to be outlined clearly. 

1.6 Four arm / complex junctions. On many/most of these junctions, especially north of the canal 
cordon, there are a number of serious short-comings. These include: 

(a) Inadequate treatment for cyclists emerging from or travelling into local roads. It is totally 
inadequate for bicycle users to have to take right hand turns in 4-5 stages. See for example 
Map 9.  
(b) For every junction, all right turn and straight-ahead movements need to be checked. In 
too many cases, these manoeuvres are far too convoluted and disjointed. It seems that it is 
only the left-turn manoeuvre for cyclists that appears to have been considered!  

(c) Additionally, how is it proposed that these junctions will be signed for cyclists so as to 



explain how they proceed straight-ahead or turn right? It is important to consider this in 
detail. If you imagine someone driving a car and approaching a complex junction: at a 
certain point the lanes are arranged to allow vehicles to go left/straight/right depending on 
the situation. There are clear and timely markings in the middle of the lanes and often 
signage explaining to vehicles how to negotiate the junction. At no stage is it expected that a 
car will stop in the middle of the junction to figure out what is going on or to make a u-turn. 
Now consider a cyclist approaching a similar junction. In many, if not most cases, it is not at 
all obvious to a cyclist how they can legally and safely make a right turn or even go straight 
on. If a cyclist is not familiar with the junction - or has not got a detailed engineering drawing 
with him/her - the information conveyed by the infrastructure will send the cyclists down the 
road to the left. This is unacceptable. 

1.7 We are very much in favour of roundabout removals, as indicated in the Swords area and on 
R132, and their replacement by signalised junctions, as these are generally more receptive 
to safe use by cyclists and pedestrians. However, in too many cases, cyclists are simply 
shunted into shared spaces with pedestrians which contravenes the NTA’s own guidance.  
Section 1.9 of the National Cycle Manual includes the following advice: “Shared facilities 
between pedestrians and cyclists generally result in reduced Quality of Service for both modes 
and should not be considered as a first option.” 
(http://www.cyclemanual.ie/manual/thebasics/1-9-pedestrians-and-cyclists/). This advice is 
entirely consistent with the feedback we receive hear from the National Council for the Blind 
of Ireland. Please revisit all situations where (potentially fast moving commuting) cyclists are 
set the share space with pedestrians.  

1.8 Where off-road cycle tracks are proposed, it is essential that there is a level difference with 
the footway. Shared cycle-pedestrians spaces are only acceptable (both for cyclists and 
pedestrians and especially mobility impaired pedestrians) in very low flow situations. This 
design feature is very common in the Northwest Swords area Map 2 particularly. 

1.9 BRT/QBC passing a side road on the left. There needs to be design provision for car drivers 
turning left across BRT/QBC lane and then across cycle-lane on the inside. There is a 
serious safety issue here for cyclists.  This repeats itself throughout the scheme.    

1.10 When off-road cycle tracks are provided, it is unclear / not thought through how 
cyclists turn right off the off-road track to access developments on the opposite side of the 
road. 

BRT and Other Vehicles 
1.11 We are very unhappy with the proposals for cyclists in relation to crossing the Airport 

roundabout. The proposals as outlined are a particular deterrent to cyclists traveling north to 
south towards the city: cyclists will be required to make 4 separate crossings of these busy 
roads just to get through this junction. This junction design needs fresh thinking where 
cycling is concerned and we recommend that some form of high quality pedestrian/cyclist 
bridge is carefully considered. 

1.12 It is not clear if there are due to be any longitudinal constraints on the BRT lanes at 
any stage to prevent interference and entry by other traffic.  This is a not-uncommon feature 



of other BRT systems. Clarity on proposals to restrict unwanted entry of ‘other’ vehicles into 
BRT lanes would be welcome. 

1.13 Whether taxis are admitted to the BRT lanes needs to be reviewed on a case-by-
case basis. Taxis can facilitate public transport trips and are very useful for people who do 
not have access to cars. However, if the volume of taxis in a bus lane gets to the point where 
the buses are being delayed then they frustrate the proper functioning of the system. 
Consideration needs to be given to the average occupancy of vehicles. For taxis it is low, 
especially given the number of taxis driving around waiting to pick up passengers. 
Meanwhile buses can efficiently carry large numbers of people. The Canal Cordon Counts of 
traffic into Dublin City centre show that efficient bus lanes into the city can carry very large 
numbers of people, to the extent that they can improve the situation in the general vehicle 
lanes as well. In particular taxis should be removed from many of the congested city centre 
bus lanes. When designing for taxis the question should be: Are passengers finding it 
difficult to find a taxi and what needs to be done about it?  

Speeds and Places: 
1.14 30km/hr. There are many parts of the route in which: (a) there is a very narrow cycle-

lane on the inside of the BRT & Bus Lane, and/or (b) there are (multiple) left-turn movements 
across the cycle-lane, and/or (c ) the cycle-lane is positioned on the outside (i.e. the right-
side) of bus-stops and/or left-only lanes. Therefore, one can expect there to be weaving of 
one type or another across the paths that cyclists will be taking. For these weaving 
movements to occur safely, speeds need to be low. We strongly recommend that for all of 
the BRT route within the canal cordon area and for those other parts passing through narrow 
and/or pedestrian heavy corridors, that the speed limit is set as 30km/hr. We expect this will 
have minimal impact on journey times as bus speeds would rarely rise about 30 km/hr in 
these streets. This will also have a positive urban design impact in conjunction with good 
detailing of the infrastructure.   

1.15 Consideration needs to be given, especially in city areas, to the reduction of 
entry/exit points on to the main route. The development of the BRT proposal needs to 
prioritise main route traffic flow and prioritise side entry/exit points in order to prioritise traffic 
along BRT route, increase safety for all road users, and reduce the level of ‘rat running’ by 
other vehicles, which are disruptive to residential areas. 

Links / Other General Points 
1.16 What is the legal position re cyclists using BRT lane? 

1.17 It is proposed that blue painted cycle track at particular locations. 

1.18 Buffer zones between (parallel) car parking / loading / taxi rank spaces and cycle 
track. There must be adequate width to take account of wider doors of Sports Utility Vehicles 
etc. Cycle tracks should never be positioned alongside parked vehicles. It is never 
appropriate to encourage cyclists to cycle in this position where they are vulnerable to being 
hit by opening doors. 



Section 2: Comments on the General Planning of the Scheme 

2.1 An Taisce made a submission in March 2014 on the initial consultation on the Swiftway 
system, which was strongly supportive of the proposals. 
http://www.antaisce.org/node/978 

2.2 An Taisce also drew and published a series of schematic maps illustrating the potential 
of the various proposals in the National Transport Authority Draft Integrated 
Implementation Plan 2013-2018. See this press release: 
http://www.antaisce.org/node/366 and the maps in full in the appendix of this submission: 
http://www.antaisce.org/node/978 

2.3 An Taisce is strongly supportive of the overall concept of Bus Rapid Transit for Dublin, of 
the National Transport Authority’s Draft Integrated Implementation Plan 2013 – 2018 and 
of the SwiftWay proposals. 

2.4 Detailed comments and constructive criticisms follow below. Here we will make some 
general comments. 

2.5 If one goes back and reads the section on Quality Bus Corridor (QBC’s) in the 1995 
Dublin Transport Initiative report, there is a list of measures which were to be included in 
the QBC’s. The list is very similar to the list in the current proposals, and what is 
generally considered Bus Rapid Transit. 

2.6 Since 1995 there has been much debate about Bus Rapid Transit, QBC’s and Light Rail 
Transit, both nationally and internationally. The concept of Bus Rapid Transit has 
become widely known among transport policymakers. The Luas in Dublin has been a 
striking success with the public and has changed the perception of what public transport 
can be, among a large sector of the population. The QBC’s have been a mixed success. 
Where good priority and frequency were delivered there has been a large shift from 
private car use to bus use e.g. the Stillorgan, Malahide and Lucan QBC’s. Other QBC’s 
have been less successful. Many of the other high quality customer experience elements 
of the DTI proposals have not been delivered. 

2.7 The conclusion that should be drawn is not that the QBC’s have failed, but that they have 
been a partial success due to their partial implementation. What is needed now is to use 
the Luas as a local benchmark of quality, and to use international experience of BRT, to 
upgrade the QBC’s to the same level of quality as Luas. The SwiftWay proposal will do 
this if done correctly. 

2.8 It should also be noted that much has been achieved since 1995, which will make 
SwiftWay a lot easier to deliver compared, for example, to what a typical British city 
might face. E.g.  
� Significant priority has already been claimed for QBC’s especially on this Swords

QBC route.
� We now have the Leap Card integrated ticket.
� We have a National Transport Authority to deliver integrated transport.



� We have built up considerable local skills thought the RPA and QBN Office.
� We have the Automatic Vehicle Location system and a control centre to manage

public transport and traffic.
� The College Green busgate
�  The Marlborough Street bridge.
� An Integrated Journey Planner and the Google Maps planner.

The missing pieces of the jigsaw are: 

� Integrated branding for urban public transport
� Integrated information and mapping for public transport
� High quality vehicles
� High quality public transport interchanges.
� Good running surfaces
� Signal priority in certain areas.

Long Term Potential of BRT 

2.9 Dublin has expanded massively over the last generation into a sprawling low density city. 
We will never provide an integrated Paris Metro public transport system across the entire 
city using rail due to the size and density of the area to be served. 

2.10 It is crucial to deploy our investment as widely as possible and to provide an 
integrated network. An Taisce has illustrated this network effect in the maps in the 
Appendix. It can be seen that the SwiftWay and Phoenix Park tunnel projects can for the 
first time provide a significant integrated network of public transport services across the 
city. It can be seen how many potential trips could be made by making only one transfer. 

2.11 Suggestions have been made in some of the maps in the Appendices for improved 
integration. Other maps also illustrate the long-term benefits of the Dart Underground 
proposals. 

2.12 Another benefit of the BRT proposals is that they can be deployed quickly. If they are 
successful, as they have been elsewhere, a debate can be held about extending them to 
other areas such as Ballymun, Coolock, Finglas and Lucan. See the maps produced 
here by Aris Venetikidis for the longterm potential: 
http://www.venetikidis.com/ArisV/DUBLIN_TRANSPORT_MAP.html 

Comments on Capacity 

2.13 The comments on capacity, that BRT is a mode that fits in between conventional bus 
and Light Rail Transport, are not valid. International guidance and examples show that 
BRT can provide the same capacity as Light Rail Transit. There are a variety of criteria 
for why one might choose between Light Rail Transit and Bus Rapid Transit. It is not a 
case of deciding the capacity that is required and then selecting the mode. The existing 
QBC’s such as the Malahide, Lucan and UCD ones, have an actual delivered capacity of 
up to 8000 passengers per direction per hour (i.e. buses with capacities of 91 or 125 at 
60 to 120 buses per hour.).  



Environmental Concerns 
2.14 As noted there are a variety of options for propulsion of the vehicles. Wrightbus in 

Ballymena manufacture efficient diesel hybrid buses. The Cristalis trolleybus BRT 
system from Lyon is also an option. When considering the environmental benefits it is 
important to consider the potential reduction in car use. E.g. A BRT system with diesel 
buses will still deliver a reduction in local and overall emissions due to the reduction in 
private car use. Furthermore the lower cost of BRT means that more if it can be 
deployed. The potential for emissions reduction per euro of investment should be 
considered. 

Section 3: Detailed Comments on Public Transport Aspects 

Welcome for the scale of the investment 
3.1 An Taisce strongly welcomes the improvement in provision for buses that these 

proposals represent. They should be able to deliver a proper Bus Rapid Transit service 
rather than just some sort of super-QBC. In particular we welcome:  
(a) The decision to provide continuous high quality infrastructure and to address pinch 
points through road widening, land purchase, bridge reconstruction and significant 
construction. In the past QBC’s were often limited to working within the existing roadway 
leading to significant comprimises. 
(b) The reallocation of general traffic lanes to bus lanes and the creation of bus only 
streets in the city centre.  
(c) The rationalising of lane widths for all lanes along the route. The consideration of 
urban design in the City Centre.  

The Dublin Port Tunnel Bus Services 
3.2 The bus services through the Dublin Port Tunnel from Swords and the Airport will remain 

attractive for many passengers. They may serve different areas, provide a better door-to-
door journey time or provide a better chance of getting a seat. Both should compliment 
each other. The branding of these Port Tunnel services should be considered in the 
delivery of the Swiftway to Swords. At BRT platforms in Swords and the Airport there 
should be clear information on the different options passengers have.  

Enforcement of Bus Lanes 
3.3 The BRT lanes in the centre of the Swords bypass are a welcome innovation. Where 

kerb lane BRT lanes are provided: General traffic should not be allowed enter the BRT 
lane beyond the junction at all. Before the junction all general traffic should generally be 
excluded. If traffic is allowed in, it should only be left-turning traffic. Traffic going straight-
on should not be allowed in as is the present arrangement on many QBC’s. 

3.4 Consideration should be given to concrete, plastic or rubber physical separators to 
exclude general traffic. 

3.5 The legislation should be amended to allow for enforcement cameras on the front of 
buses. If they encounter a vehicle illegally in the bus lane they should record this 



allowing a fine to be posted out. This would be fair and efficient as, by definition, the 
illegal car would be delaying the bus. 

Bendy Buses 
3.6 There appears to be a prejudice against bendy-buses in the London based media. These 

are run successfully in many places across the world and can be designed to work in 
Dublin. 

3.7 The trial of bendy buses on the No. 4 a few years ago was doomed to fail from the start 
due to the use of bendy buses with only a single door. 

3.8 In the section on cycling we have made detailed comments about bike-bus interaction. 

Urban Design 
3.9 There is a need to consider a wider range of criteria when designing the system that 

narrow transport considerations. The routes will run along key urban corridors. For 
Dublin to be an attractive and competitive city for citizens and investors, we need to 
design streets that are beautiful and that consider all uses. 

3.10 The Line 4 BRT route in Nantes is a leading international example. The design of the 
Luas on Harcourt Street and the Luas Red line through the City Centre are also good 
local examples. 

3.11 The new Irish Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets is excellent and should 
also be used: 
http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/DevelopmentandHousing/Planning/FileDownLoad,
32670,en.pdf 

3.12 A good reference on integrating BRT into urban streets is the CERTU report on Bus 
with a High Level of Service (BHLS). It explains the need to provide a façade to façade 
urban design treatment. http://www.uitp-bhls.eu or available on request from 
secretary@antaisce.org  

Branding 

3.13 The SwiftWay branding and graphic design looks weak. 

3.14 We already have good and respected brand for this type of service with the Luas 
brand. This brand should be used for the BRT routes too. The Luas level of quality 
should be used as a benchmark in delivering a similar level of quality for the BRT routes. 

3.15 There is also a need to rationalise and integrate branding of public transport 
generally in Dublin. London has Cross Rail, Underground and bus. Paris has RER, Metro 
and Bus. Germany has S-Bahn, U-Bahn and Bus. Spain has Cercanias, Metro and Bus. 
Ireland should follow this good practice. We should have a hierarchy of services based 
on the passenger experience not the operator or mode. We should brand the network 
around a hierarchy of three levels of service: DART, Luas and Bus.  
(a) DART: Covers longer distances with greater station spacing with high capacity and a 
minimum frequency of 4 services per hour. Can be electrified or diesel trains or possibly 
an express Airport bus service through the Dublin Port Tunnel.  
(b) Luas: Serves urban area of Dublin with medium sized distances and stop spacing 



and a minimum frequeny of 6 services per hour. E.g. the existing Luas Light Rail 
services and the proposed BRT services.  
(c) Bus: The remaining bus services which compliment Dart and Luas. See the maps by 
Aris Venetikidis to see how this might look in practice. 
http://www.venetikidis.com/ArisV/DUBLIN_TRANSPORT_MAP.html  

Points to Consider in the Detailed Design for Part 8 
3.16 The detailed design for the Part 8 Planning Application should consider the following 

points. 

3.17 Branding and mapping. A map of high quality public transport including DART Luas 
and Swiftway must be produced and used. It is pointless displaying maps of independent 
DART, LUAS and Swiftway systems on each individual service. What the passenger 
needs is an integrated transport system. 

3.18 The detailed design must address signage for integration with other high quality 
public transport services. e.g. with the train at Drumcondra and the Luas in the City 
Centre. There needs to be clear information for people getting off a Luas or Swiftway on 
the platform to guide them to the platform of the next service they wish to get. This will 
be difficult to design in the O’Connell St. / Abbey Street area but is very important. See 
for example the new Barcelona Bus Network http://www.tmb.cat/en/nova-xarxa-de-bus 
where there is information and signage on the footpath to guide passengers from one 
stop to the next. 

3.19 From Parnell Square to Earlsfort Terrace the Swiftway goes through some of Dublin’s 
set-piece urban spaces such as O’Connell Street, Parnell Square, Merrion Square and 
St. Stephen’s Green. A high level of detail will be required for the Part 8 application to 
demonstrate how these spaces will work as urban places, including street furniture and 
paving layouts and materials. 

Section 4. Specific points 

Map 19 
� Leeson Street and Earlsfort Terrace

o As per sections A-A and BB, cycle-lanes of a width of 1.2m are far too narrow.
As the designers may well be aware, the research of Parkin & Meyers (2010)
showed that drivers pass more closely to cyclists within narrow cycle lanes
than to those cyclists on roads without narrow cycle lanes. Such narrow lanes
are at best pointless and at worst dangerous. See Earlsfort Terrace point
below.

� The Leeson Street / Stephen’s Green junction is still hostile for cycling as per these
designs. More specifically:

o The (intimidating for many) right hand turn from Leeson Street onto Stephen’s
Green West remains the same.  this is an opportunity to address this issue



                                                                                                    
   

o     The  provision of a straight ahead eastbound cycle lane from Stephens 
Green South on to Leeson St is already part of the Stephens Green East 
scheme yet to be completed fully.  This has not been included on this drawing 
and should be. 

 
� Earlsfort Terrace 

o   The National Concert Hall is one of the main cultural institutions in the city, 
and before and after events, concert goers drift back and forth across the 
street to the hotel and bar across the road. Surely there is an opportunity here 
to redefine Earlsfort Terrace as a place – and an attractive public space using 
high quality materials? As with the existing designs, the street is very much 
‘channelised’ into a series of corridors defined by lines and signs. This 
represents a lost opportunity. 

� Earlsfort Terrace/Hatch st 
We note no specific provision for BRT along Hatch Street, and query the viability of the 
movement from Earlsfort Terrace into Hatch St.  Is this feasible with large BRT vehicles? 

� Merrion Row. 
o   The footways on this street are of an excessively narrow width and have been 

for decades. The effective width is even narrower given the presence of 
bollards. Surely this is an opportunity to widen the paths. 

o   A contra-flow cycle track on this street linking back as far as Baggot Street 
Lower is really needed here. 

� Merrion Square West 
o   We do not understand why the nose-to-kerb car parking directly adjacent to the 
southbound cycle track is retained, as from the drawings it would appear that access to 
traffic other than public transport and bikes is forbidden.. Surely this is the time to move this 
parking – and the drawings show extra proposed parking on Merrion St Upper and there is 
ample parking on the other sides of Merrion Square. 

� Merrion Street Lower / Lincoln PlaceWe are happy with the provision of a northbound 
contra-flow cycle track on Merrion St. Lower, but provision for entry into rear of Trinity 
College should be included we are concerned about the utility of an off-road cycle 
track takes a tight (LH) turn onto Lincoln Place - do we want this last piece in!!? 

o   LH turn from Westland Row onto M.St. Lower. It is a really bad idea to position 
a cycle track on the LHS of a tight left turn here. The safer manoeuvre here is 
for the cyclist to take the lane; otherwise they risk being crushed. 

� Leinster Street 
o   We strongly endorse the proposal to run a contraflow cycle lane Westwards to 

link with Nassau Street (and on to Suffolk Street) 
  
Map 18 

� Westland Row 
o   As per the designs, no northbound cycle lane is shown, even though this is a 

priority Cycle Route 13 in proposed GDA cycle network; cyclists, it is 
assumed, will share the BRT & bus lane. It is recommended that the speed 
limit on this street is set at 30kph. 

There is no p 
� Lombard Street 



o We strongly endorse the proposal to run a northbound contraflow cycle track
along Lombard St. However, the plans need to be clear on a route for cyclists
coming from Westland Row northbound to enter Lombard St. This needs to
be addressed.  We also suggest that thehis northbound route be extended to
Liffey.

o Similarly the contraflow track needs to continue northwards onto the quays
� Pearse Street

o Westbound. Given the proximity of this route to Trinity College Dublin and the
nearby Dublin Bikes station, it is preferable that a wide (2.5m +) cycle track is
provided here to allow for cyclists of mixed abilities to over-take each other.
There is adequate width available from building to building to cater for this
proposal.

o Eastbound. We strongly endorse the proposal to have an eastbound
contraflow cycle lane. However, the tie-in with the D’Olier Street cycle-lane
needs to be re-examined/configured. Additionally, the contra-flow cycle track
on Pearse Street needs to be extended southbound along the rest of Pearse
Street towards Ringsend Road

We note proposed repositioning of pedestrian crossing on Pearse St close to 
Shaw Street and wonder why!? 

� College Street
o While appreciating that the BRT route does not extend beyond the College Green area ,
we feel it is incumbent to indicate how the prioritised Cycle Routes 7 & 11 in the GDA Cycle 
Network, will link in with Dame St/Nassau St  It is unclear from Map 18 what is proposed at 
the junction of College Street and Westmoreland Street. How is it proposed that bicycle 
users will continue onto College Green (and then onto Dame Street and Grafton Street)? 
This is too crucial a junction to be left unresolved! 

� D’Olier Street/College St/Westmoreland St
We strongly endorse the general proposals for this area. The proposals should greatly 
improve these areas as public spaces.  But, we recommend that the complex junction at 
CollegeSt/Townsend St be given a clear  ‘Visualisation’ to enable clarity of interpretation. 
We also suggest that provision be included for cycling to and from Hawkins St. 

o We strongly endorse the proposal to rationalise the space on Dolier St so that
there is only one remaining Shared Bus & Traffic Lane. We are concerned
however with the design detail, traffic signalling and positioning of the cycle-
lane to the left of the BRT & Bus Lane when, presumably, buses will be
turning left onto Townsend Street

� Westmoreland Street
o It appears as if the proposed off-road cycle track is two-way. The drawings

need to show the tie-ins with other tracks more clearly.
Map 17 

�

� O’Connell Street
o We note O Connell St plans for cyclists are still to be developed, but also note present
plans show no provision for northbound cyclists between O Connell bridge and Henry St 

Northbound. Plan for cyclists? 
o Southbound. Proposals for cyclists to access Westmoreland St 2 way cycle

track from O Connell St should be clarified



� Parnell St and Marlborough St, while not prioritised in the GDA Cycle Network,
should be referenced as potential ‘low traffic’ cycle routes and designs incorporated
to faciliate cycle movement avopiding thje busy O Connell St both in north and south
directions

� Parnell Square East
o Northbound. We warmly welcome the provision of a northbound cycle-lane to

link with North Frederick Street. We also support the design element of
having a cycle track behind the bus-stop. This will work well on the incline as
the speeds of cyclists will be low/moderate.

The proposal as outlined for a ‘shared lane’ northbound on Parnell Square east 
needs to be clarified.  Is this to include ALL traffic as it would appear!?  We 
are not in favour of ‘other’ traffic in this area, as it will critically affect BRT and 
public transport performance. 

o Re: the idea of having the cycle track behind the bus-stop on the southbound
direction, we are cautious about the idea of fast-moving cyclists interacting
with embarking/disembarking bus passengers here. The detail needs to be
right here.

Map 16 
� Consider reduction in side entry/exit routes to increase main route traffic flows,

improve safety for all road users, and reduce ‘rat running’ traffic levels.
we note provision at Binn’s Bridge for proposed Royal canal cycle route crossing 

� North Frederick Street
� Outbound. Adequate buffer between parking/loading/taxi bay and cycle track? 
� Inbound provision for cyclists between Dorset St and Hardwicke St on N 

Frederick St needs to be clear as this is also part of GDA Network cycle route 
3 

� Dorset Street Lower
� Outbound.  Concern that a (narrow) cycle-lane is positioned on the inside of 

the BRT & Bus Lane and that there are multiple side roads into which cars will 
be turning. From a Bikeabilty perspective, the cyclist would be safer cycling in 
the middle of a narrow combined bus and cycle lane. 

� Both cycle lane and BRT lane widths are sacrificed on part of this route (see 
Section CC) - this design needs to be revisited, favouring sustainable 
transport options, possibly at the expense of reducing pathway widths and 
placing public lighting on buildings rather than lamp standards!?  

Map 15 (Drumcondra) 
� Drumcondra (Tolka River) Bridge

� Outbound.  There is conflict between visualisation diagram and outline plan 
drawing.  If Shared space between pedestrians and cyclists is proposed as in 
Visualisation it puts both parties at risk. Additionally, the north end of the cycle 
track brings cyclists back onto the carriageway at the point where vehicles 
turn left. POTENTIALLY VERY DANGEROUS. 



� Inbound. Cycle lane alongside BRT & Bus Lane looks very narrow. See 
general point above. 

� Upper Drumcondra Road
� Staggered pedestrian crossing. A single stage crossing would treat 

pedestrians with more dignity rather than treating them like sheep! 
� Outbound. Outside St. Patrick’s College, is the cycle lane part of the BRT 

platform?  
� Inbound. Junction with Richmond Road. Again, cyclists are being positioned 

in a less-than-ideal situation with respect to left turners into Richmond Road. 
This need revisiting.  

� Lower Drumcondra Road
� The proposed cycle tracks appear to mirror existing routes.  Many seasoned cyclists

stay on main road at this location due to poor quality of cycle track and the number of
junctions to be negotiated, where present priority is for exiting motor vehicles.  The
priority for cyclists needs to be clear from all directions!

� The longitudinal profile of the cycle tracks in both directions on this section needs to
be improved, particularly at crossings of minor roads.  The present profile is one of
the reasons why many cyclists remain on the main road.  There is also an
opportunity to improve the relatively steep entry to the southbound cycle track by
relocating the entry point from Drumcondra Road Lower to a point further northwards.

� This section as in many others along the proposed route needs to give consideration
to closing off a number of side road entry/exit points, and developing alternative
traffic flows.  the side road incursions, while necessary at some points are disruptive
of main route flow, and need to be prioritised

Map 14 (Drumcondra / Griffith Avenue) 
� Outbound

� Junction with Wellpark Avenue. Left-turn conflict with straight-ahead cyclists - 
need to be clear on priority. 

� Inbound
� Junction with Griffith Avenue. Left-turn conflict with straight-ahead cyclists - 

need to be clear on priority. 
major issues again with cycle options at Griffith, especially for right turners, and also 
for straight ahead priority, both on main route and East-West legs 

Map 12 (Whitehall) 

� Swords Road / Collins Avenue Junction
� The same issues in relation to shared facilities occur again 
� major issues again with cycle options at all junctions especially for right 

turners, and also for straight ahead priority 
� Cyclists mixed with pedestrians here. Not satisfactory. 
� How is it proposed that inbound cyclists on the Swords Road turn right onto 

Collins Avenue? 



� How is it proposed that eastbound cyclists on Collins Avenue (Whitehall side) 
turn right onto Swords Road to head inbound? 

� Particular difficulty with cyclists travelling from old Swords Road towards City 
and how it is proposed that they negotiate this junction 

� No idication of west-east or east-west cycle orovision on Collins Avenue 
� Swords Road/Shantalla Road Junction design needs a full revamp to take account of

Priority Cycle Route 2A from Swords to City Centre.  Design shown on Map 12 is
unclear in realtion to priority.  Consideration should also be given to close off minor
roads to motor traffic at this junction

Maps 11 and 13 (Coolock Lane/Santry) 
We assume that proper priority will be given to BRT crossing on Coolock Lane and at 
Swords Road junction 
The same issues in relation to shared facilities occur again 
major issues again with cycle options at all junctions especially for right turners, and also for 
straight ahead priority 
While we appreciate that the proposed cycle routing through Santry village is not on the 
direct route of the proposed BRT, we are very disappointed with the marginal changes 
proposed through this area, shown on Map 13.  This is not in keeping with the stated aims in 
the Route Options Report Section 2.7, to provide...’cycle infrastructure to the appropriate 
level and quality of service (as defined by the NTA National Cycle Manual) required for a 
primary cycle route’, nor for what is proposed as major Cycle Route 2A in GDA Cycle 
Network.  

� Outbound
� Left turn slip lane into Omni Park creates a difficult zone for cyclists. Not 

recommended as per Cycle Manual: “Slip lanes often give drivers an 
unreasonable sense of priority, and by virtue of their oblique geometry, they 
restrict views of cyclists and pedestrians. They should be removed wherever 
possible.” (http://www.cyclemanual.ie/manual/designing/4-5-left-turns/) 

� Crossing of Santry Avenue. It would be advantageous to run large cycle logos 
across the junctions here - i.e. to link with cycle/bus lane on other side of 
junction. 

� Swords Road / Coolock Lane junction. Provision for cyclists is totally inadequate
here. Cyclists appear to be given the crumbs at the table here and are mixed with
pedestrians. How is the right turn from Coolock Lane onto Swords for cyclists
supposed to work?We would hope that this is not indicative of the standards
proposed for Route 2A as outlined in the final GDA Cycle Network Plan!?

Map 10 (Santry Lane / Turnapin) 
� South of Santry River (on both sides of the road)

� Cyclists mixed with pedestrians on a shared surface. This is inadvisable on a 
commuting route where cyclists will be travelling at speed, and it should be 
possible to extend the land take on Morton Stadium side to enable full 
separate provision.. 

� Turnapin Lane junction
� Need to avoid mixing cyclists and pedestrians here as well [CHECK 

GRADIENTS HERE. SPEEDS WILL BE HIGH IF THIS IS DOWNHILL] 



Map 09 (Dardistown) 
� Junction of Swords Road and Collinstown. The design of this junction needs to be

revisited. Cyclists appear to be an after-thought, sharing with pedestrians and losing
priority for many movements.  More specifically:

� Provision for northbound cyclists along Swords Road across this junction is 
too fragmented and discontinuous.  

� Right turn for cyclists from Collinstown onto Swords Road inbound. How does 
this work?  

� Similarly right turn for cyclists coming from airport on to Collinstown Road 

Map 08 

� Inbound and outbound. Shared space between (potentially very fast moving) cyclists
and pedestrians is unsatisfactory.  - this section has just been recently completed as
laid out on this drawing.  It is essentially no change to the existing situation, which
has been praised in a number of quarters!

� Junction of Swords Road and South Corballis (airport entrance) Road. There is
terrible service here for cyclists:

� On every arm of the junction it appears to be assumed that all cyclists turn 
left!  What about (i) straight-ahead manoeuvres and (ii) right hand-turns?! 
This need to be catered for properly. 

� North of South Corballis(Airport Entrance) Road going outbound, heading northwards
� This provides a very low level of service for cyclists through sharing space 

with pedestrians and losing priority at six entrances. This is not of a standard 
consistent with the new cycle manual! 

� It is completely unclear how cyclists will turn right off this ‘facility’ - turn right to 
where!!?? - there are no options 

� Junction opposite ‘Kealy’s’.
� Conflicts / loss of priority for southbound (staight-ahead) cyclists with left-

turners.  This needs to be revisited. - this at present is a dead end entrance 
with no activity….but point taken 

Map 07 (Airport Roundabout / Cloughran) 
� Airport Roundabout

� North, East and South arms. It is assumed that these will be signalled to 
provide priority for BRT? - this roundabout is already a signalled roundabout.  
Are you just making a GENERAL point here as it should be assumed that ALL 
junctions will give priority!? 

� As mentioned above under ‘General Points’, the cycle provision at the main 
Airport Roundabout is unacceptable and will not lead to increased cycling 
along this route due to the complexity of movements required when heading 
towards the city.  This junction requires a radical solution.  

� Clonshaugh Road junction
� We welcome the conversion of the roundabout to a signallised crossing. 
� However, it is still slightly unclear how each of the right-turn manoeuvres for 

cyclists will take place. There appears to be little right-turn pockets to support 
two-stage crossings.  Will these be supported by dedicated cycle signals to 



enable cyclists to move ahead of the traffic which is behind them (some of 
which might be turning left) 

Map 06 
� Two-way cycle track on East side of road. We are uneasy about the provision of two-

way cycle tracks alongside roads where there are adjacent developments or side-
roads, given that drivers exiting these places may not expect to see cyclists.

� Outbound. Cycle provision outside of Texaco. Given the geometry of entrances to the
petrol station here, there is a high risk of conflict with straight-ahead moving cyclists.
The design here is totally inadequate to meet the five needs of cyclists: road safety,
coherence, directness, attractiveness and comfort - as stressed in the NTA Cycle
Manual (http://www.cyclemanual.ie/manual/thebasics/fiveneeds/)

� Dublin Road / Boroimhe Road / Airside four armed-junction and approaches to the
junction.

� See standard point above. 
� Shared space with pedestrians on a commuter cycling route is not 

satisfactory 
� Both straight-ahead and right turn movement for cyclists are convoluted. They 

also involve the cyclist interchanging between being a cyclists and 
pedestrians-on-wheels.  

Map 05 to Map 03 
1  We fail to understand in the context of the overall design why no cycling 

provision is proposed along the R132 between the Estuary and Pinnock Hill 
roundabouts, despite the explanation in Section 3.4.3 of the Options Assessment 
Report.  The R132 is the most obviously direct route from North Swords & North 
Dublin to the airport and city centre, and there is adequate width to enable cycling 
provision to be accommodated.   

� Pinnock Hill Roundabout/junction
� We welcome the conversion of the roundabout to a signallised crossing. 
� However, provision for cyclists at this reconfigured junction is still VERY poor. 

� While there are four general traffic lanes plus the BRT lane on the 
southern approach arm to the junction, cyclists are lumped in with 
pedestrians and forced to take a convoluted route simply to continue 
through the junction. This is the type of design we came to expect 15 
years ago, but not in 2014!  This needs revisiting. Cyclists are not 
pedestrians whenever a junction appears!  

� All other arms and manoeuvres need to be ‘proofed’ from a bicycle 
perspective. 

� North of junction, what happens to cyclists?!

Map 04 
� Junction with Malahide Road

� While we welcome the conversion of the roundabout to a signallised four 
armed junction, the proposed design still looks like it represents an incredibly 
intimidating space for cyclists. By providing so many lanes of traffic(left-only, 



straight-ahead, right-only) on the approach to the junction, this has the effect 
of creating a very long crossing distance for cyclists using the Malahide Road. 
Even for pedestrians (and especially elderly or more mobility impaired 
pedestrians) walking across four lanes of traffic to reach the BRT stop will feel 
intimidating. In the context of ultimately seeking to reduce car trips, these 
types of designs where so much provision is made for cars need to be 
phased out. 

� Junction with Seatown
� Similar comments to previous points above apply. 

The cycling links at the Seatown Junction (Map 4) on the R132 need to link in with 
plans being developed for the Sutton to Swords cycling route, and should indicate 
these potential links, as this route is likely to be quite busy and used for leisure 
cycling once developed. 

�

Map 03 
� Castlegrange Road / R132 junction.

� There is inadequate clarity as to how cyclists are to cross the R132, say, to 
travel from Castlegrange Road to Newcourt Road (? i.e. the road off which 
Newcourt links). Sharing with pedestrians is not satisfactory. Cyclists are road 
users not pedestrians!  PLEASE STOP TREATING CYCLISTS AS 
PEDESTRIANS WHEN THEY REACH JUNCTIONS.  

� Balheary Road crossroads.
� Once again cyclists are turned into pedestrians at junctions. This is not 

satisfactory. 
� How are cyclists to go straight and turn right for each movement through the 

junction?  Clearly this has not been addressed. 

Map 02 
� West end of scheme

� Again, the cyclist is assumed to be a pedestrian on wheels. Not satisfactory. 

Map 01 
� For various stretches on the westbound and eastbound directions, it is unclear / not

thought through how cyclists turn right off the off-road track to access developments
on the opposite side of the road.

We trust you find the above comments helpful as the scheme advances to the next stage. 
We look forward to seeing the next iteration of design drawing. 

Yours faithfully, 

Damien  Ó Tuama 
National Cycling Coordinator – Cyclist.ie / An Taisce 



APPENDIX 

Schematic maps by An Taisce of the National Transport Authority’s Draft Integrated 
Implementation Plan 2013 – 2018 including the Swords BRT. 



Live Public Transport Proposals in Dublin in 2014
= Existing public transport services for comparison
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:49

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: BRTSubmission_AT_C.ie_DCC_FINAL__APPENDIX.pdf

From: Damien Ó Tuama 

Organisation: An Taisce, Cyclist.ie and Dublin Cycling Campaign 

Address: Tailor's Hall, Back Lane, Christchurch, Dublin 2. 

Comments: 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

This document is a combined submission from three organisations working together: An Taisce, Cyclist.ie – 

The Irish Cycling Advocacy Network, and Dublin Cycling Campaign. We produced our submission 

collaboratively as thought it would be easier for the designers to consider all of the points when presented in 

one single coherent thread, rather than spread over three separate submissions (and involving duplication). I 

would be grateful if you can note the three separate organisations when listing the submissions received. 

I would also be grateful if, in the interests of transparent government, the NTA could publish (online) all the 

submissions received.  

Thank you. 

Damien Ó Tuama 

National Cycling Coordinator 

damien.otuama@antaisce.org 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

0465a



National Transport Authority 
Dún Scéine 
Harcourt Lane 
Dublin 2 

Friday, November 28, 2014 

The Tailor's Hall, Back Lane, Dublin 8. 
E:  Damien.otuama@antaisce.org 

T:  01-7077064 
M: +353-87-2840799 

Public Consultation on Swiftway Bus Rapid Transit – 

Swords/Airport to City Centre 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am pleased to make a submission in respect to the above proposal. This submission has 
been jointly prepared by An Taisce (www.antaisce.org), Cyclist.ie – The Irish Cycling 
Advocacy Network (www.cyclist.ie) and Dublin Cycling Campaign (www.dublincycling.ie). 

The submission comprises four main sections: 
Section 1: Overarching Remarks / Standard Points Applying to Many Locations 
Section 2: Comments on the General Planning of the Scheme 
Section 3: Detailed Comments on Public Transport Aspects 
Section 4: Specific points on a map-by-map basic with a particular focus on the perspectives 
of bicycle users 
These are followed in the Appendices by schematic maps by An Taisce of the National 
Transport Authority’s Draft Integrated Implementation Plan 2013 – 2018 including the 
Swords BRT. 

Please excuse any formatting inconsistencies / typos etc. in this submission. It took 
considerable time to examine the voluminous material made available on your website: 
http://www.nationaltransport.ie/consultations/public-consultation-on-swiftway-bus-rapid-
transit-swordsairport-to-city-centre/ 

0465b



Section 1: Overarching Remarks / Standard Points Applying to 

Many Locations 

1.1 Dublin Cycling Campaign/Cyclist.ie/An Taisce, as indicated in our original submissions, are 
overall strongly in favour of the concept of BRT and in this case of the proposed BRT public 
transport preferred route between Swords and City Centre. We are of the view that the 
provision of high quality public transport and BRT is an essential strand to an efficient and 
more sustainable transport system where car commuting is de-prioritised. This imperative is 
all the more pressing as the scientific knowledge around the cumulative build-up of fossil-fuel 
based emissions crystallizes further – as set out, for example, in the latest publication of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-
report/ar5/syr/SYR_AR5_SPMcorr1.pdf). 

1.2 We commend the NTA and consultants in producing such a comprehensive and detailed 
report and route assessment process.  We are particularly happy to see the inclusion of 
‘cycle network integration’ as part of the Multi Criteria Analysis (MCA) approach, as outlined 
in the Route Options Assessment Report. 

1.3 The present drawings which, as indicated, are ‘subject to further development’, contain a 
number of minor errors in presentation, which create a certain amount of confusion in 
determining the detail of what is actually proposed in a small number of areas.  We look 
forward to perusing the final iteration of the drawings in order to comment fully. 

1.4 We are conscious that the overall design must meet the requirements of the Roads Act, 
1993, Sect 13.(5), which states: “In the performance of their functions under subsections (1) 
and (2), a road authority shall consider the needs of all road users”. From our examination of 
the drawings and as elaborated below, it appears that at too many junctions and along some 
links, the cyclist is thought of as a ‘pedestrian on wheels’ rather than a user of a vehicle and 
this translates into very circuitous, convoluted and ultimately inadequate provision for 
cycling. 

Junctions, Crossings and Shared Cyclist/Pedestrian Spaces 

1.5 We have issues with virtually all of the junctions in relation to cycling and these need to be 
looked at in detail. The final proposed solutions need to be outlined clearly. 

1.6 Four arm / complex junctions. On many/most of these junctions, especially north of the canal 
cordon, there are a number of serious short-comings. These include: 

(a) Inadequate treatment for cyclists emerging from or travelling into local roads. It is totally 
inadequate for bicycle users to have to take right hand turns in 4-5 stages. See for example 
Map 9.  
(b) For every junction, all right turn and straight-ahead movements need to be checked. In 
too many cases, these manoeuvres are far too convoluted and disjointed. It seems that it is 
only the left-turn manoeuvre for cyclists that appears to have been considered!  

(c) Additionally, how is it proposed that these junctions will be signed for cyclists so as to 



explain how they proceed straight-ahead or turn right? It is important to consider this in 
detail. If you imagine someone driving a car and approaching a complex junction: at a 
certain point the lanes are arranged to allow vehicles to go left/straight/right depending on 
the situation. There are clear and timely markings in the middle of the lanes and often 
signage explaining to vehicles how to negotiate the junction. At no stage is it expected that a 
car will stop in the middle of the junction to figure out what is going on or to make a u-turn. 
Now consider a cyclist approaching a similar junction. In many, if not most cases, it is not at 
all obvious to a cyclist how they can legally and safely make a right turn or even go straight 
on. If a cyclist is not familiar with the junction - or has not got a detailed engineering drawing 
with him/her - the information conveyed by the infrastructure will send the cyclists down the 
road to the left. This is unacceptable. 

1.7 We are very much in favour of roundabout removals, as indicated in the Swords area and on 
R132, and their replacement by signalised junctions, as these are generally more receptive 
to safe use by cyclists and pedestrians. However, in too many cases, cyclists are simply 
shunted into shared spaces with pedestrians which contravenes the NTA’s own guidance.  
Section 1.9 of the National Cycle Manual includes the following advice: “Shared facilities 
between pedestrians and cyclists generally result in reduced Quality of Service for both modes 
and should not be considered as a first option.” 
(http://www.cyclemanual.ie/manual/thebasics/1-9-pedestrians-and-cyclists/). This advice is 
entirely consistent with the feedback we receive hear from the National Council for the Blind 
of Ireland. Please revisit all situations where (potentially fast moving commuting) cyclists are 
set the share space with pedestrians.  

1.8 Where off-road cycle tracks are proposed, it is essential that there is a level difference with 
the footway. Shared cycle-pedestrians spaces are only acceptable (both for cyclists and 
pedestrians and especially mobility impaired pedestrians) in very low flow situations. This 
design feature is very common in the Northwest Swords area Map 2 particularly. 

1.9 BRT/QBC passing a side road on the left. There needs to be design provision for car drivers 
turning left across BRT/QBC lane and then across cycle-lane on the inside. There is a 
serious safety issue here for cyclists.  This repeats itself throughout the scheme.    

1.10 When off-road cycle tracks are provided, it is unclear / not thought through how 
cyclists turn right off the off-road track to access developments on the opposite side of the 
road. 

BRT and Other Vehicles 
1.11 We are very unhappy with the proposals for cyclists in relation to crossing the Airport 

roundabout. The proposals as outlined are a particular deterrent to cyclists traveling north to 
south towards the city: cyclists will be required to make 4 separate crossings of these busy 
roads just to get through this junction. This junction design needs fresh thinking where 
cycling is concerned and we recommend that some form of high quality pedestrian/cyclist 
bridge is carefully considered. 

1.12 It is not clear if there are due to be any longitudinal constraints on the BRT lanes at 
any stage to prevent interference and entry by other traffic.  This is a not-uncommon feature 



of other BRT systems. Clarity on proposals to restrict unwanted entry of ‘other’ vehicles into 
BRT lanes would be welcome. 

1.13 Whether taxis are admitted to the BRT lanes needs to be reviewed on a case-by-
case basis. Taxis can facilitate public transport trips and are very useful for people who do 
not have access to cars. However, if the volume of taxis in a bus lane gets to the point where 
the buses are being delayed then they frustrate the proper functioning of the system. 
Consideration needs to be given to the average occupancy of vehicles. For taxis it is low, 
especially given the number of taxis driving around waiting to pick up passengers. 
Meanwhile buses can efficiently carry large numbers of people. The Canal Cordon Counts of 
traffic into Dublin City centre show that efficient bus lanes into the city can carry very large 
numbers of people, to the extent that they can improve the situation in the general vehicle 
lanes as well. In particular taxis should be removed from many of the congested city centre 
bus lanes. When designing for taxis the question should be: Are passengers finding it 
difficult to find a taxi and what needs to be done about it?  

Speeds and Places: 
1.14 30km/hr. There are many parts of the route in which: (a) there is a very narrow cycle-

lane on the inside of the BRT & Bus Lane, and/or (b) there are (multiple) left-turn movements 
across the cycle-lane, and/or (c ) the cycle-lane is positioned on the outside (i.e. the right-
side) of bus-stops and/or left-only lanes. Therefore, one can expect there to be weaving of 
one type or another across the paths that cyclists will be taking. For these weaving 
movements to occur safely, speeds need to be low. We strongly recommend that for all of 
the BRT route within the canal cordon area and for those other parts passing through narrow 
and/or pedestrian heavy corridors, that the speed limit is set as 30km/hr. We expect this will 
have minimal impact on journey times as bus speeds would rarely rise about 30 km/hr in 
these streets. This will also have a positive urban design impact in conjunction with good 
detailing of the infrastructure.   

1.15 Consideration needs to be given, especially in city areas, to the reduction of 
entry/exit points on to the main route. The development of the BRT proposal needs to 
prioritise main route traffic flow and prioritise side entry/exit points in order to prioritise traffic 
along BRT route, increase safety for all road users, and reduce the level of ‘rat running’ by 
other vehicles, which are disruptive to residential areas. 

Links / Other General Points 
1.16 What is the legal position re cyclists using BRT lane? 

1.17 It is proposed that blue painted cycle track at particular locations. 

1.18 Buffer zones between (parallel) car parking / loading / taxi rank spaces and cycle 
track. There must be adequate width to take account of wider doors of Sports Utility Vehicles 
etc. Cycle tracks should never be positioned alongside parked vehicles. It is never 
appropriate to encourage cyclists to cycle in this position where they are vulnerable to being 
hit by opening doors. 



Section 2: Comments on the General Planning of the Scheme 

2.1 An Taisce made a submission in March 2014 on the initial consultation on the Swiftway 
system, which was strongly supportive of the proposals. 
http://www.antaisce.org/node/978 

2.2 An Taisce also drew and published a series of schematic maps illustrating the potential 
of the various proposals in the National Transport Authority Draft Integrated 
Implementation Plan 2013-2018. See this press release: 
http://www.antaisce.org/node/366 and the maps in full in the appendix of this submission: 
http://www.antaisce.org/node/978 

2.3 An Taisce is strongly supportive of the overall concept of Bus Rapid Transit for Dublin, of 
the National Transport Authority’s Draft Integrated Implementation Plan 2013 – 2018 and 
of the SwiftWay proposals. 

2.4 Detailed comments and constructive criticisms follow below. Here we will make some 
general comments. 

2.5 If one goes back and reads the section on Quality Bus Corridor (QBC’s) in the 1995 
Dublin Transport Initiative report, there is a list of measures which were to be included in 
the QBC’s. The list is very similar to the list in the current proposals, and what is 
generally considered Bus Rapid Transit. 

2.6 Since 1995 there has been much debate about Bus Rapid Transit, QBC’s and Light Rail 
Transit, both nationally and internationally. The concept of Bus Rapid Transit has 
become widely known among transport policymakers. The Luas in Dublin has been a 
striking success with the public and has changed the perception of what public transport 
can be, among a large sector of the population. The QBC’s have been a mixed success. 
Where good priority and frequency were delivered there has been a large shift from 
private car use to bus use e.g. the Stillorgan, Malahide and Lucan QBC’s. Other QBC’s 
have been less successful. Many of the other high quality customer experience elements 
of the DTI proposals have not been delivered. 

2.7 The conclusion that should be drawn is not that the QBC’s have failed, but that they have 
been a partial success due to their partial implementation. What is needed now is to use 
the Luas as a local benchmark of quality, and to use international experience of BRT, to 
upgrade the QBC’s to the same level of quality as Luas. The SwiftWay proposal will do 
this if done correctly. 

2.8 It should also be noted that much has been achieved since 1995, which will make 
SwiftWay a lot easier to deliver compared, for example, to what a typical British city 
might face. E.g.  
� Significant priority has already been claimed for QBC’s especially on this Swords

QBC route.
� We now have the Leap Card integrated ticket.
� We have a National Transport Authority to deliver integrated transport.



� We have built up considerable local skills thought the RPA and QBN Office.
� We have the Automatic Vehicle Location system and a control centre to manage

public transport and traffic.
� The College Green busgate
�  The Marlborough Street bridge.
� An Integrated Journey Planner and the Google Maps planner.

The missing pieces of the jigsaw are: 

� Integrated branding for urban public transport
� Integrated information and mapping for public transport
� High quality vehicles
� High quality public transport interchanges.
� Good running surfaces
� Signal priority in certain areas.

Long Term Potential of BRT 

2.9 Dublin has expanded massively over the last generation into a sprawling low density city. 
We will never provide an integrated Paris Metro public transport system across the entire 
city using rail due to the size and density of the area to be served. 

2.10 It is crucial to deploy our investment as widely as possible and to provide an 
integrated network. An Taisce has illustrated this network effect in the maps in the 
Appendix. It can be seen that the SwiftWay and Phoenix Park tunnel projects can for the 
first time provide a significant integrated network of public transport services across the 
city. It can be seen how many potential trips could be made by making only one transfer. 

2.11 Suggestions have been made in some of the maps in the Appendices for improved 
integration. Other maps also illustrate the long-term benefits of the Dart Underground 
proposals. 

2.12 Another benefit of the BRT proposals is that they can be deployed quickly. If they are 
successful, as they have been elsewhere, a debate can be held about extending them to 
other areas such as Ballymun, Coolock, Finglas and Lucan. See the maps produced 
here by Aris Venetikidis for the longterm potential: 
http://www.venetikidis.com/ArisV/DUBLIN_TRANSPORT_MAP.html 

Comments on Capacity 

2.13 The comments on capacity, that BRT is a mode that fits in between conventional bus 
and Light Rail Transport, are not valid. International guidance and examples show that 
BRT can provide the same capacity as Light Rail Transit. There are a variety of criteria 
for why one might choose between Light Rail Transit and Bus Rapid Transit. It is not a 
case of deciding the capacity that is required and then selecting the mode. The existing 
QBC’s such as the Malahide, Lucan and UCD ones, have an actual delivered capacity of 
up to 8000 passengers per direction per hour (i.e. buses with capacities of 91 or 125 at 
60 to 120 buses per hour.).  



Environmental Concerns 
2.14 As noted there are a variety of options for propulsion of the vehicles. Wrightbus in 

Ballymena manufacture efficient diesel hybrid buses. The Cristalis trolleybus BRT 
system from Lyon is also an option. When considering the environmental benefits it is 
important to consider the potential reduction in car use. E.g. A BRT system with diesel 
buses will still deliver a reduction in local and overall emissions due to the reduction in 
private car use. Furthermore the lower cost of BRT means that more if it can be 
deployed. The potential for emissions reduction per euro of investment should be 
considered. 

Section 3: Detailed Comments on Public Transport Aspects 

Welcome for the scale of the investment 
3.1 An Taisce strongly welcomes the improvement in provision for buses that these 

proposals represent. They should be able to deliver a proper Bus Rapid Transit service 
rather than just some sort of super-QBC. In particular we welcome:  
(a) The decision to provide continuous high quality infrastructure and to address pinch 
points through road widening, land purchase, bridge reconstruction and significant 
construction. In the past QBC’s were often limited to working within the existing roadway 
leading to significant comprimises. 
(b) The reallocation of general traffic lanes to bus lanes and the creation of bus only 
streets in the city centre.  
(c) The rationalising of lane widths for all lanes along the route. The consideration of 
urban design in the City Centre.  

The Dublin Port Tunnel Bus Services 
3.2 The bus services through the Dublin Port Tunnel from Swords and the Airport will remain 

attractive for many passengers. They may serve different areas, provide a better door-to-
door journey time or provide a better chance of getting a seat. Both should compliment 
each other. The branding of these Port Tunnel services should be considered in the 
delivery of the Swiftway to Swords. At BRT platforms in Swords and the Airport there 
should be clear information on the different options passengers have.  

Enforcement of Bus Lanes 
3.3 The BRT lanes in the centre of the Swords bypass are a welcome innovation. Where 

kerb lane BRT lanes are provided: General traffic should not be allowed enter the BRT 
lane beyond the junction at all. Before the junction all general traffic should generally be 
excluded. If traffic is allowed in, it should only be left-turning traffic. Traffic going straight-
on should not be allowed in as is the present arrangement on many QBC’s. 

3.4 Consideration should be given to concrete, plastic or rubber physical separators to 
exclude general traffic. 

3.5 The legislation should be amended to allow for enforcement cameras on the front of 
buses. If they encounter a vehicle illegally in the bus lane they should record this 



allowing a fine to be posted out. This would be fair and efficient as, by definition, the 
illegal car would be delaying the bus. 

Bendy Buses 
3.6 There appears to be a prejudice against bendy-buses in the London based media. These 

are run successfully in many places across the world and can be designed to work in 
Dublin. 

3.7 The trial of bendy buses on the No. 4 a few years ago was doomed to fail from the start 
due to the use of bendy buses with only a single door. 

3.8 In the section on cycling we have made detailed comments about bike-bus interaction. 

Urban Design 
3.9 There is a need to consider a wider range of criteria when designing the system that 

narrow transport considerations. The routes will run along key urban corridors. For 
Dublin to be an attractive and competitive city for citizens and investors, we need to 
design streets that are beautiful and that consider all uses. 

3.10 The Line 4 BRT route in Nantes is a leading international example. The design of the 
Luas on Harcourt Street and the Luas Red line through the City Centre are also good 
local examples. 

3.11 The new Irish Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets is excellent and should 
also be used: 
http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/DevelopmentandHousing/Planning/FileDownLoad,
32670,en.pdf 

3.12 A good reference on integrating BRT into urban streets is the CERTU report on Bus 
with a High Level of Service (BHLS). It explains the need to provide a façade to façade 
urban design treatment. http://www.uitp-bhls.eu or available on request from 
secretary@antaisce.org  

Branding 

3.13 The SwiftWay branding and graphic design looks weak. 

3.14 We already have good and respected brand for this type of service with the Luas 
brand. This brand should be used for the BRT routes too. The Luas level of quality 
should be used as a benchmark in delivering a similar level of quality for the BRT routes. 

3.15 There is also a need to rationalise and integrate branding of public transport 
generally in Dublin. London has Cross Rail, Underground and bus. Paris has RER, Metro 
and Bus. Germany has S-Bahn, U-Bahn and Bus. Spain has Cercanias, Metro and Bus. 
Ireland should follow this good practice. We should have a hierarchy of services based 
on the passenger experience not the operator or mode. We should brand the network 
around a hierarchy of three levels of service: DART, Luas and Bus.  
(a) DART: Covers longer distances with greater station spacing with high capacity and a 
minimum frequency of 4 services per hour. Can be electrified or diesel trains or possibly 
an express Airport bus service through the Dublin Port Tunnel.  
(b) Luas: Serves urban area of Dublin with medium sized distances and stop spacing 



and a minimum frequeny of 6 services per hour. E.g. the existing Luas Light Rail 
services and the proposed BRT services.  
(c) Bus: The remaining bus services which compliment Dart and Luas. See the maps by 
Aris Venetikidis to see how this might look in practice. 
http://www.venetikidis.com/ArisV/DUBLIN_TRANSPORT_MAP.html  

Points to Consider in the Detailed Design for Part 8 
3.16 The detailed design for the Part 8 Planning Application should consider the following 

points. 

3.17 Branding and mapping. A map of high quality public transport including DART Luas 
and Swiftway must be produced and used. It is pointless displaying maps of independent 
DART, LUAS and Swiftway systems on each individual service. What the passenger 
needs is an integrated transport system. 

3.18 The detailed design must address signage for integration with other high quality 
public transport services. e.g. with the train at Drumcondra and the Luas in the City 
Centre. There needs to be clear information for people getting off a Luas or Swiftway on 
the platform to guide them to the platform of the next service they wish to get. This will 
be difficult to design in the O’Connell St. / Abbey Street area but is very important. See 
for example the new Barcelona Bus Network http://www.tmb.cat/en/nova-xarxa-de-bus 
where there is information and signage on the footpath to guide passengers from one 
stop to the next. 

3.19 From Parnell Square to Earlsfort Terrace the Swiftway goes through some of Dublin’s 
set-piece urban spaces such as O’Connell Street, Parnell Square, Merrion Square and 
St. Stephen’s Green. A high level of detail will be required for the Part 8 application to 
demonstrate how these spaces will work as urban places, including street furniture and 
paving layouts and materials. 

Section 4. Specific points 

Map 19 
� Leeson Street and Earlsfort Terrace

o As per sections A-A and BB, cycle-lanes of a width of 1.2m are far too narrow.
As the designers may well be aware, the research of Parkin & Meyers (2010)
showed that drivers pass more closely to cyclists within narrow cycle lanes
than to those cyclists on roads without narrow cycle lanes. Such narrow lanes
are at best pointless and at worst dangerous. See Earlsfort Terrace point
below.

� The Leeson Street / Stephen’s Green junction is still hostile for cycling as per these
designs. More specifically:

o The (intimidating for many) right hand turn from Leeson Street onto Stephen’s
Green West remains the same.  this is an opportunity to address this issue



o The  provision of a straight ahead eastbound cycle lane from Stephens
Green South on to Leeson St is already part of the Stephens Green East 
scheme yet to be completed fully.  This has not been included on this drawing 
and should be. 

� Earlsfort Terrace
o The National Concert Hall is one of the main cultural institutions in the city,

and before and after events, concert goers drift back and forth across the
street to the hotel and bar across the road. Surely there is an opportunity here
to redefine Earlsfort Terrace as a place – and an attractive public space using
high quality materials? As with the existing designs, the street is very much
‘channelised’ into a series of corridors defined by lines and signs. This
represents a lost opportunity.

� Earlsfort Terrace/Hatch st
We note no specific provision for BRT along Hatch Street, and query the viability of the 
movement from Earlsfort Terrace into Hatch St.  Is this feasible with large BRT vehicles? 

� Merrion Row.
o The footways on this street are of an excessively narrow width and have been

for decades. The effective width is even narrower given the presence of
bollards. Surely this is an opportunity to widen the paths.

o A contra-flow cycle track on this street linking back as far as Baggot Street
Lower is really needed here.

� Merrion Square West
o We do not understand why the nose-to-kerb car parking directly adjacent to the
southbound cycle track is retained, as from the drawings it would appear that access to 
traffic other than public transport and bikes is forbidden.. Surely this is the time to move this 
parking – and the drawings show extra proposed parking on Merrion St Upper and there is 
ample parking on the other sides of Merrion Square. 

� Merrion Street Lower / Lincoln PlaceWe are happy with the provision of a northbound
contra-flow cycle track on Merrion St. Lower, but provision for entry into rear of Trinity
College should be included we are concerned about the utility of an off-road cycle
track takes a tight (LH) turn onto Lincoln Place - do we want this last piece in!!?

o LH turn from Westland Row onto M.St. Lower. It is a really bad idea to position
a cycle track on the LHS of a tight left turn here. The safer manoeuvre here is
for the cyclist to take the lane; otherwise they risk being crushed.

� Leinster Street
o We strongly endorse the proposal to run a contraflow cycle lane Westwards to

link with Nassau Street (and on to Suffolk Street)

Map 18 
� Westland Row

o As per the designs, no northbound cycle lane is shown, even though this is a
priority Cycle Route 13 in proposed GDA cycle network; cyclists, it is
assumed, will share the BRT & bus lane. It is recommended that the speed
limit on this street is set at 30kph.

There is no p 
� Lombard Street



o We strongly endorse the proposal to run a northbound contraflow cycle track
along Lombard St. However, the plans need to be clear on a route for cyclists
coming from Westland Row northbound to enter Lombard St. This needs to
be addressed.  We also suggest that thehis northbound route be extended to
Liffey.

o Similarly the contraflow track needs to continue northwards onto the quays
� Pearse Street

o Westbound. Given the proximity of this route to Trinity College Dublin and the
nearby Dublin Bikes station, it is preferable that a wide (2.5m +) cycle track is
provided here to allow for cyclists of mixed abilities to over-take each other.
There is adequate width available from building to building to cater for this
proposal.

o Eastbound. We strongly endorse the proposal to have an eastbound
contraflow cycle lane. However, the tie-in with the D’Olier Street cycle-lane
needs to be re-examined/configured. Additionally, the contra-flow cycle track
on Pearse Street needs to be extended southbound along the rest of Pearse
Street towards Ringsend Road

We note proposed repositioning of pedestrian crossing on Pearse St close to 
Shaw Street and wonder why!? 

� College Street
o While appreciating that the BRT route does not extend beyond the College Green area ,
we feel it is incumbent to indicate how the prioritised Cycle Routes 7 & 11 in the GDA Cycle 
Network, will link in with Dame St/Nassau St  It is unclear from Map 18 what is proposed at 
the junction of College Street and Westmoreland Street. How is it proposed that bicycle 
users will continue onto College Green (and then onto Dame Street and Grafton Street)? 
This is too crucial a junction to be left unresolved! 

� D’Olier Street/College St/Westmoreland St
We strongly endorse the general proposals for this area. The proposals should greatly 
improve these areas as public spaces.  But, we recommend that the complex junction at 
CollegeSt/Townsend St be given a clear  ‘Visualisation’ to enable clarity of interpretation. 
We also suggest that provision be included for cycling to and from Hawkins St. 

o We strongly endorse the proposal to rationalise the space on Dolier St so that
there is only one remaining Shared Bus & Traffic Lane. We are concerned
however with the design detail, traffic signalling and positioning of the cycle-
lane to the left of the BRT & Bus Lane when, presumably, buses will be
turning left onto Townsend Street

� Westmoreland Street
o It appears as if the proposed off-road cycle track is two-way. The drawings

need to show the tie-ins with other tracks more clearly.
Map 17 

�

� O’Connell Street
o We note O Connell St plans for cyclists are still to be developed, but also note present
plans show no provision for northbound cyclists between O Connell bridge and Henry St 

Northbound. Plan for cyclists? 
o Southbound. Proposals for cyclists to access Westmoreland St 2 way cycle

track from O Connell St should be clarified



� Parnell St and Marlborough St, while not prioritised in the GDA Cycle Network,
should be referenced as potential ‘low traffic’ cycle routes and designs incorporated
to faciliate cycle movement avopiding thje busy O Connell St both in north and south
directions

� Parnell Square East
o Northbound. We warmly welcome the provision of a northbound cycle-lane to

link with North Frederick Street. We also support the design element of
having a cycle track behind the bus-stop. This will work well on the incline as
the speeds of cyclists will be low/moderate.

The proposal as outlined for a ‘shared lane’ northbound on Parnell Square east 
needs to be clarified.  Is this to include ALL traffic as it would appear!?  We 
are not in favour of ‘other’ traffic in this area, as it will critically affect BRT and 
public transport performance. 

o Re: the idea of having the cycle track behind the bus-stop on the southbound
direction, we are cautious about the idea of fast-moving cyclists interacting
with embarking/disembarking bus passengers here. The detail needs to be
right here.

Map 16 
� Consider reduction in side entry/exit routes to increase main route traffic flows,

improve safety for all road users, and reduce ‘rat running’ traffic levels.
we note provision at Binn’s Bridge for proposed Royal canal cycle route crossing 

� North Frederick Street
� Outbound. Adequate buffer between parking/loading/taxi bay and cycle track? 
� Inbound provision for cyclists between Dorset St and Hardwicke St on N 

Frederick St needs to be clear as this is also part of GDA Network cycle route 
3 

� Dorset Street Lower
� Outbound.  Concern that a (narrow) cycle-lane is positioned on the inside of 

the BRT & Bus Lane and that there are multiple side roads into which cars will 
be turning. From a Bikeabilty perspective, the cyclist would be safer cycling in 
the middle of a narrow combined bus and cycle lane. 

� Both cycle lane and BRT lane widths are sacrificed on part of this route (see 
Section CC) - this design needs to be revisited, favouring sustainable 
transport options, possibly at the expense of reducing pathway widths and 
placing public lighting on buildings rather than lamp standards!?  

Map 15 (Drumcondra) 
� Drumcondra (Tolka River) Bridge

� Outbound.  There is conflict between visualisation diagram and outline plan 
drawing.  If Shared space between pedestrians and cyclists is proposed as in 
Visualisation it puts both parties at risk. Additionally, the north end of the cycle 
track brings cyclists back onto the carriageway at the point where vehicles 
turn left. POTENTIALLY VERY DANGEROUS. 



� Inbound. Cycle lane alongside BRT & Bus Lane looks very narrow. See 
general point above. 

� Upper Drumcondra Road
� Staggered pedestrian crossing. A single stage crossing would treat 

pedestrians with more dignity rather than treating them like sheep! 
� Outbound. Outside St. Patrick’s College, is the cycle lane part of the BRT 

platform?  
� Inbound. Junction with Richmond Road. Again, cyclists are being positioned 

in a less-than-ideal situation with respect to left turners into Richmond Road. 
This need revisiting.  

� Lower Drumcondra Road
� The proposed cycle tracks appear to mirror existing routes.  Many seasoned cyclists

stay on main road at this location due to poor quality of cycle track and the number of
junctions to be negotiated, where present priority is for exiting motor vehicles.  The
priority for cyclists needs to be clear from all directions!

� The longitudinal profile of the cycle tracks in both directions on this section needs to
be improved, particularly at crossings of minor roads.  The present profile is one of
the reasons why many cyclists remain on the main road.  There is also an
opportunity to improve the relatively steep entry to the southbound cycle track by
relocating the entry point from Drumcondra Road Lower to a point further northwards.

� This section as in many others along the proposed route needs to give consideration
to closing off a number of side road entry/exit points, and developing alternative
traffic flows.  the side road incursions, while necessary at some points are disruptive
of main route flow, and need to be prioritised

Map 14 (Drumcondra / Griffith Avenue) 
� Outbound

� Junction with Wellpark Avenue. Left-turn conflict with straight-ahead cyclists - 
need to be clear on priority. 

� Inbound
� Junction with Griffith Avenue. Left-turn conflict with straight-ahead cyclists - 

need to be clear on priority. 
major issues again with cycle options at Griffith, especially for right turners, and also 
for straight ahead priority, both on main route and East-West legs 

Map 12 (Whitehall) 

� Swords Road / Collins Avenue Junction
� The same issues in relation to shared facilities occur again 
� major issues again with cycle options at all junctions especially for right 

turners, and also for straight ahead priority 
� Cyclists mixed with pedestrians here. Not satisfactory. 
� How is it proposed that inbound cyclists on the Swords Road turn right onto 

Collins Avenue? 



� How is it proposed that eastbound cyclists on Collins Avenue (Whitehall side) 
turn right onto Swords Road to head inbound? 

� Particular difficulty with cyclists travelling from old Swords Road towards City 
and how it is proposed that they negotiate this junction 

� No idication of west-east or east-west cycle orovision on Collins Avenue 
� Swords Road/Shantalla Road Junction design needs a full revamp to take account of

Priority Cycle Route 2A from Swords to City Centre.  Design shown on Map 12 is
unclear in realtion to priority.  Consideration should also be given to close off minor
roads to motor traffic at this junction

Maps 11 and 13 (Coolock Lane/Santry) 
We assume that proper priority will be given to BRT crossing on Coolock Lane and at 
Swords Road junction 
The same issues in relation to shared facilities occur again 
major issues again with cycle options at all junctions especially for right turners, and also for 
straight ahead priority 
While we appreciate that the proposed cycle routing through Santry village is not on the 
direct route of the proposed BRT, we are very disappointed with the marginal changes 
proposed through this area, shown on Map 13.  This is not in keeping with the stated aims in 
the Route Options Report Section 2.7, to provide...’cycle infrastructure to the appropriate 
level and quality of service (as defined by the NTA National Cycle Manual) required for a 
primary cycle route’, nor for what is proposed as major Cycle Route 2A in GDA Cycle 
Network.  

� Outbound
� Left turn slip lane into Omni Park creates a difficult zone for cyclists. Not 

recommended as per Cycle Manual: “Slip lanes often give drivers an 
unreasonable sense of priority, and by virtue of their oblique geometry, they 
restrict views of cyclists and pedestrians. They should be removed wherever 
possible.” (http://www.cyclemanual.ie/manual/designing/4-5-left-turns/) 

� Crossing of Santry Avenue. It would be advantageous to run large cycle logos 
across the junctions here - i.e. to link with cycle/bus lane on other side of 
junction. 

� Swords Road / Coolock Lane junction. Provision for cyclists is totally inadequate
here. Cyclists appear to be given the crumbs at the table here and are mixed with
pedestrians. How is the right turn from Coolock Lane onto Swords for cyclists
supposed to work?We would hope that this is not indicative of the standards
proposed for Route 2A as outlined in the final GDA Cycle Network Plan!?

Map 10 (Santry Lane / Turnapin) 
� South of Santry River (on both sides of the road)

� Cyclists mixed with pedestrians on a shared surface. This is inadvisable on a 
commuting route where cyclists will be travelling at speed, and it should be 
possible to extend the land take on Morton Stadium side to enable full 
separate provision.. 

� Turnapin Lane junction
� Need to avoid mixing cyclists and pedestrians here as well [CHECK 

GRADIENTS HERE. SPEEDS WILL BE HIGH IF THIS IS DOWNHILL] 



Map 09 (Dardistown) 
� Junction of Swords Road and Collinstown. The design of this junction needs to be

revisited. Cyclists appear to be an after-thought, sharing with pedestrians and losing
priority for many movements.  More specifically:

� Provision for northbound cyclists along Swords Road across this junction is 
too fragmented and discontinuous.  

� Right turn for cyclists from Collinstown onto Swords Road inbound. How does 
this work?  

� Similarly right turn for cyclists coming from airport on to Collinstown Road 

Map 08 

� Inbound and outbound. Shared space between (potentially very fast moving) cyclists
and pedestrians is unsatisfactory.  - this section has just been recently completed as
laid out on this drawing.  It is essentially no change to the existing situation, which
has been praised in a number of quarters!

� Junction of Swords Road and South Corballis (airport entrance) Road. There is
terrible service here for cyclists:

� On every arm of the junction it appears to be assumed that all cyclists turn 
left!  What about (i) straight-ahead manoeuvres and (ii) right hand-turns?! 
This need to be catered for properly. 

� North of South Corballis(Airport Entrance) Road going outbound, heading northwards
� This provides a very low level of service for cyclists through sharing space 

with pedestrians and losing priority at six entrances. This is not of a standard 
consistent with the new cycle manual! 

� It is completely unclear how cyclists will turn right off this ‘facility’ - turn right to 
where!!?? - there are no options 

� Junction opposite ‘Kealy’s’.
� Conflicts / loss of priority for southbound (staight-ahead) cyclists with left-

turners.  This needs to be revisited. - this at present is a dead end entrance 
with no activity….but point taken 

Map 07 (Airport Roundabout / Cloughran) 
� Airport Roundabout

� North, East and South arms. It is assumed that these will be signalled to 
provide priority for BRT? - this roundabout is already a signalled roundabout.  
Are you just making a GENERAL point here as it should be assumed that ALL 
junctions will give priority!? 

� As mentioned above under ‘General Points’, the cycle provision at the main 
Airport Roundabout is unacceptable and will not lead to increased cycling 
along this route due to the complexity of movements required when heading 
towards the city.  This junction requires a radical solution.  

� Clonshaugh Road junction
� We welcome the conversion of the roundabout to a signallised crossing. 
� However, it is still slightly unclear how each of the right-turn manoeuvres for 

cyclists will take place. There appears to be little right-turn pockets to support 
two-stage crossings.  Will these be supported by dedicated cycle signals to 



enable cyclists to move ahead of the traffic which is behind them (some of 
which might be turning left) 

Map 06 
� Two-way cycle track on East side of road. We are uneasy about the provision of two-

way cycle tracks alongside roads where there are adjacent developments or side-
roads, given that drivers exiting these places may not expect to see cyclists.

� Outbound. Cycle provision outside of Texaco. Given the geometry of entrances to the
petrol station here, there is a high risk of conflict with straight-ahead moving cyclists.
The design here is totally inadequate to meet the five needs of cyclists: road safety,
coherence, directness, attractiveness and comfort - as stressed in the NTA Cycle
Manual (http://www.cyclemanual.ie/manual/thebasics/fiveneeds/)

� Dublin Road / Boroimhe Road / Airside four armed-junction and approaches to the
junction.

� See standard point above. 
� Shared space with pedestrians on a commuter cycling route is not 

satisfactory 
� Both straight-ahead and right turn movement for cyclists are convoluted. They 

also involve the cyclist interchanging between being a cyclists and 
pedestrians-on-wheels.  

Map 05 to Map 03 
1  We fail to understand in the context of the overall design why no cycling 

provision is proposed along the R132 between the Estuary and Pinnock Hill 
roundabouts, despite the explanation in Section 3.4.3 of the Options Assessment 
Report.  The R132 is the most obviously direct route from North Swords & North 
Dublin to the airport and city centre, and there is adequate width to enable cycling 
provision to be accommodated.   

� Pinnock Hill Roundabout/junction
� We welcome the conversion of the roundabout to a signallised crossing. 
� However, provision for cyclists at this reconfigured junction is still VERY poor. 

� While there are four general traffic lanes plus the BRT lane on the 
southern approach arm to the junction, cyclists are lumped in with 
pedestrians and forced to take a convoluted route simply to continue 
through the junction. This is the type of design we came to expect 15 
years ago, but not in 2014!  This needs revisiting. Cyclists are not 
pedestrians whenever a junction appears!  

� All other arms and manoeuvres need to be ‘proofed’ from a bicycle 
perspective. 

� North of junction, what happens to cyclists?!

Map 04 
� Junction with Malahide Road

� While we welcome the conversion of the roundabout to a signallised four 
armed junction, the proposed design still looks like it represents an incredibly 
intimidating space for cyclists. By providing so many lanes of traffic(left-only, 



straight-ahead, right-only) on the approach to the junction, this has the effect 
of creating a very long crossing distance for cyclists using the Malahide Road. 
Even for pedestrians (and especially elderly or more mobility impaired 
pedestrians) walking across four lanes of traffic to reach the BRT stop will feel 
intimidating. In the context of ultimately seeking to reduce car trips, these 
types of designs where so much provision is made for cars need to be 
phased out. 

� Junction with Seatown
� Similar comments to previous points above apply. 

The cycling links at the Seatown Junction (Map 4) on the R132 need to link in with 
plans being developed for the Sutton to Swords cycling route, and should indicate 
these potential links, as this route is likely to be quite busy and used for leisure 
cycling once developed. 

�

Map 03 
� Castlegrange Road / R132 junction.

� There is inadequate clarity as to how cyclists are to cross the R132, say, to 
travel from Castlegrange Road to Newcourt Road (? i.e. the road off which 
Newcourt links). Sharing with pedestrians is not satisfactory. Cyclists are road 
users not pedestrians!  PLEASE STOP TREATING CYCLISTS AS 
PEDESTRIANS WHEN THEY REACH JUNCTIONS.  

� Balheary Road crossroads.
� Once again cyclists are turned into pedestrians at junctions. This is not 

satisfactory. 
� How are cyclists to go straight and turn right for each movement through the 

junction?  Clearly this has not been addressed. 

Map 02 
� West end of scheme

� Again, the cyclist is assumed to be a pedestrian on wheels. Not satisfactory. 

Map 01 
� For various stretches on the westbound and eastbound directions, it is unclear / not

thought through how cyclists turn right off the off-road track to access developments
on the opposite side of the road.

We trust you find the above comments helpful as the scheme advances to the next stage. 
We look forward to seeing the next iteration of design drawing. 

Yours faithfully, 

Damien  Ó Tuama 
National Cycling Coordinator – Cyclist.ie / An Taisce 



APPENDIX 

Schematic maps by An Taisce of the National Transport Authority’s Draft Integrated 
Implementation Plan 2013 – 2018 including the Swords BRT. 



Live Public Transport Proposals in Dublin in 2014
= Existing public transport services for comparison
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:59

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Fergus O'Donnell 

Organisation: N/A 

Address: 24 Ballintrane Woods, Swords, Co. Dublin 

Comments: 

I have the following opinions on the Swiftway service 

It is a good idea, but: 

1. If it in any way delays the introduction of a metro it should not be entertained. Swords is the largest town

and the 9th largest conurbation generally in Ireland. 

It is the largest not to have a train. Dun Laoighre has had a train for over 150 years, and yet the introduction 

of rail to Swords is still not even being planned in a serious fashion. 

2. In order to better deal with the traffic in the city center it should share a route with the Luas over Hawkins

Street and to Stephen’s Green. This will make it less dependant on traffic volumes. 

3. It is too far from Swords Main Street, and the estates to the south of Swords such as Rivervalley,

Highfields and Ridgewood to be easily accessible. 

One way of bringing it closer to Swords Main Street would be to have it come to the Pavilions Roundabout 

directly outside McCabes and then go back to the original route. The road is wide enough to facilitate that. 

Even though that is not quite Main Street, it is much more accessible and then the Swiftway would have a 

larger user group, and feel more like a transport system for the town of Swords. 

4. The provision of a public walkway through the grounds Colaiste Coilm would help make it more

accessible from Rivervalley and other estates not provided for. 

5. There should be no need to remove parking from the Swords Educate Together school. There is a large

body of land directly opposite the school that has no buildings on it. A Compulsory purchase order could be 

made on that land to secure it for the beginning of the route. Parking is very difficult near that school 

anyway, but is essential. 

6. The Skate park is one of the few facilities for teenagers in Swords, and has been an excellent resource. No

steps should be made to remove it without having built another one, perhaps in an unaffected part of the 

same park, as to remove it would give the youth one more excuse to engage in anti-social behaviour, 

through sheer frustration. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:45

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: Submission_to_the_NTA_re_BRT_28_November_2014.docx

From: JOHN O'FLAHERTY 

Organisation: INDIVIDUAL 

Address: 49 MARLAY VIEW, BALLINTEER AVENUE, DUBLIN 16 

Comments: 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Submission to the NTA re Updated proposals for BRT in Dublin 

Author: John O’Flaherty B.Comm DipProfAcc FCA 

Date: 28 November, 2014 
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General Comments: 

I welcome the revised route plans for the Swords-South City Centre corridor. I think that they 

probably do provide the most rapid route for the proposed Swiftway service. I have made some 

detailed comments on the individual route sections further in this submission. 

However, I do have several concerns which still have not been tackled in these plans, which I have 

set out below. 

Vehicle Type: 

I strongly feel that an 18m articulated vehicle, as planned for this service, with a capacity of 

approximately 45 seated passengers and 75 standees is not the correct type of vehicle for a journey 

from north of Swords to the south city centre. 

At peak times, this will mean that people will be standing for a considerable distance from Swords to 

O’Connell Street, a journey that is likely to take about 25-30 minutes. While this may be acceptable 

on a train, standing on a bus is a completely different experience, as the buses have to start/stop as 

traffic demands and far more frequently than on a tram or train, and unfortunately the ride quality is 

never completely smooth. 

The peak expected demand numbers quoted in the report indicate that it is already foreseen that 

passengers will be standing from at least Swords South to O’Connell Street – is this really a high 

quality form of transport? I don’t necessarily think so. 

Articulated vehicles would, in my opinion, be far more suited to relatively short trips across the city 

centre, of approximately 30 minutes duration, with an average passenger journey length of 15 

minutes, leading to much shorter periods of standing on board. 

With this in mind I would suggest that large capacity double deck vehicles with three doors would be 

more appropriate for the Swiftway service from Swords. 

The MAN Lion’s City DD model as used in Berlin (and pictured below) would I believe offer a far 

superior customer experience on a route such as this. These 13.73m long vehicles incorporate three 

doors, two staircases, and offer seating for 83 people, and capacity for a further 38 standees, making 

a total of 120 people, the same as an articulated vehicle. The vehicles offer rapid boarding and 

egress through multiple doors, much improved seating capacity over an articulated vehicle, and are 

fully accessible. The design is much better suited to longer journeys, which indeed many of the 

Swiftway trips from Swords would be. 

I would strongly advocate the design team to re-examine the vehicle type selection, as I don’t think 

it will provide the highest quality service that customers deserve at peak times in particular. 

On the other hand, the Dublin Airport-Earlsfort Terrace service would be more suited to operation 

by the 18m articulated vehicles, possibly fitted with additional luggage racks. The journey length to 

O’Connell Street would in my view be just at the outer limit of how far I would expect people to be 

standing at peak times. 
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MAN Lion’s City DD in Berlin 

picture source:  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MAN_Lion's_City#mediaviewer/File:NEOMAN_A39_2007-03-15.jpg 

Service Patterns 

I note that peak service frequencies of every 4 minutes from Swords and every 8 minutes from the 

Airport have been outlined. There may be a need to have short workings in the morning peak, with 

additional vehicles starting from Santry North for example operating to the city at regular intervals 

to ensure that peak demand is catered for. 

Park & Ride 

I do believe that the emerging preferred route is the best option for the service, but I think that 

there are significant areas of Swords which will be beyond the reach of Swiftway, including much of 

River Valley, and anywhere south of the Rathbeale Road. Reference was made to providing a Park & 

Ride facility at Pinnock Hill for Metro North. I would suggest that this facility should be provided 

from the outset with Swiftway. It would facilitate those who live too far to walk from the Swiftway 

stops, and also potential users from north of Swords who wish to use the service. 

Without providing such facilities, I think the requirement to retain a much higher normal bus service 

will be compelling. 
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Impact on Existing Bus Network 

I note that reference is made in numerous parts of the report to the need to rationalise and redesign 

the existing bus network along the corridor served by Swiftway. However, nowhere in any of the 

documentation is any detail on this provided. 

As I stated in my submission to the first consultation: 

“It is critical that for people to understand the impact that the introduction of BRT will have on their 

commute/travel, that at the next consultation phase the full list of proposed changes to the bus 

service is also provided. Without this, people cannot judge this project correctly.” 

However, nothing is provided in any of the documentation to help potential users judge this scheme. 

The planning of Swiftway should not be done in isolation. At the same time the opportunity should 

be taken to include a complete redesign of the public transport network along the corridor, and to 

explain to customers what the revised indicative routes will be and their projected frequency. The 

impact on existing bus routes that Swiftway may have could be very significant and I think that 

people should be informed of what this will be, rather than have it come as an afterthought. 

It is impossible for anyone to properly judge this scheme without any indication of: 

• How existing routes will be redesigned in both route and service frequency

• What feeder routes would be provided and at what frequency

• Whether these feeder routes would facilitate through ticketing – will people have to pay

twice?

Areas of concern to me would be: 

• Swords Manor (over 1.5 km away from the BRT route). It has a basic 5 minute peak

frequency bus service (10 minute off-peak).

• River Valley - currently a bus every 10 minutes at peak and every 20 minutes off-peak

serving this area

• Airport – Will the connectivity with the south city be maintained through the 16 bus route

• Santry Village / Omni Park – This is a major traffic generator that is bypassed

Are these to be serviced by feeder bus routes to/from BRT, or will additional direct bus services 

to/from the city and beyond be maintained?  

While feeder routes could be used in Swords, I think that both the Airport and Santry (and points in 

between) will need a conventional bus service to be retained (albeit at a reduced frequency), to 

allow for the additional stops and the extra cross-city dimension. 

The lack of any information on the NTA’s thinking on this is somewhat alarming, as it seems to be 

viewed as an afterthought, while it ought to be an integral part of the project. 
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Ticketing: 

Once again there are rather vague comments about the ticketing in the documentation. 

Will the ticketing, including period passes, be integrated with the rest of the bus network, or will it 

become even more fragmented with Bus, Swiftway, LUAS and Rail all considered as separate? 

BRT will benefit significantly from off-bus ticketing, but I think that if feeder services are to be used 

to connect other areas with the BRT service (I’m particularly considering those places such as Swords 

Manor and River Valley that have a full bus service), that integrated time based tickets will be 

needed, and which are priced so as not to put customers from those areas at a financial 

disadvantage. 

A simplified ticketing system with transferability is another critical aspect that needs to be addressed 

as part of the BRT roll out. 

Stop Locations: 

I welcome the addition of a Northwood stop on the route – this is one of the biggest traffic 

generators on the route.  

I believe that Dardistown should be included at the outset, rather than potentially into the future. 

I also believe that an additional stop should be provided at Drumcondra Bridge, between “St 

Patrick’s” and “Drumcondra” stops, as this area generates significant numbers of public transport 

journeys. 

Hours of Operation 

Consideration should be given to extending regular operating hours to between 0500 and 0030, with 

a reduced frequency (every 30 minutes) through the night on each BRT corridor. This is particularly 

relevant for the Swords/Airport corridor. 
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Detailed Comments on individual section designs: 

Map 19 - St Stephen’s Green: 

• The space allowed for regular buses stopping on St Stephen’s Green East is insufficient for

the numbers of buses involved – it should be at least four bus lengths (two buses per stop) if

the Rathmines routes revert to their normal routing post-LUAS construction work

• Presumably the inbound bus stop at the northern end of Earlsfort Terrace will be retained

(it’s not on the map)?

• The southbound bus lane on St Stephen’s Green East is now split into two lanes from

roughly halfway along that side of the Green, to allow buses turning left into Leeson Street a

clear run – this needs to be retained. A result of this is that the northbound bus lane for BRT

traffic turning right would start halfway along the Green rather than at the junction with

Leeson Street.

• The BRT service should route northbound directly along Merrion Street Lower and Lincoln

Place to access Westland Row, rather than looping via the gyratory at Clare Street and

Lincoln Place. This would eliminate a very tight lefthand turn from Lincoln Place into

Westland Row, and ensure the service takes the most direct route.

• Traffic from Fenian Street and Westland Row should only be able to turn left onto Merrion

Square North, rather than having the option of turning onto Clare Street.

Map 18 - Pearse Street: 

• Southbound BRT stop on Lombard Street East should be relocated to outside Pearse Station

on Westland Row to maximise connectivity.

• Every effort to minimise southbound general traffic on D’Olier Street needs to be taken as

the street is being reduced to one general traffic lane from three. This (in my view) requires

the College Street Bus Gate to become a 24/7 operation. This would mean that general

traffic could only access Townsend Street or Westmoreland Street (via College Street).

• A separate northbound general traffic lane should be provided in Westmoreland Street for

access to car parks on Fleet Street from College Street – I would include this at the expense

of an unnecessary southbound cycle lane to the west of the bus stops (cycle traffic can

continue to use D’Olier Street and College Street). The traffic lane on the east side of

Westmoreland Street should be a bus/BRT lane to ensure priority for BRT and public

transport.

• The provision of bus stops in the centre of both D’Olier Street and Westmoreland Street is

an excellent idea
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Map 17 – O’Connell Street: 

• Provision needs to be made along O’Connell Street for at least six to eight bus stops in either

direction

• Traffic from Gardiner Row for Parnell Street should be re-routed anti-clockwise around

Parnell Square North and East, both of which should become two way.

• Sufficient space needs to be provided for buses to stand on cross-city routes – operational

delays are an inevitability of a cross-city service and this needs to be allowed for

• With Parnell Square North becoming two way, northbound buses on routes 4, 9, 46a and

140 could then route via Parnell Square East and Parnell Square North to access Granby

Row.

• If this suggestion were implemented, then the right turn out of Gardiner Row could be

eliminated, or made access only

• As part of this scheme, all tourist bus stops throughout the city centre should be made off-

street (separate bays) and sufficient space provided to ensure these vehicles do not block

traffic lanes unnecessarily

Map 16 - Dorset Street: 

• Good spread of bus stops throughout – all fitting two buses plus entrance/egress

Map 15 - Drumcondra: 

• Examine possibility of relocating BRT platforms from north of Clonliffe Road to outside and

opposite Drumcondra Station – making transfers seamless

• Move inbound bus stops south of Clonliffe Road to planned southbound BRT platform

location north of Clonliffe Road

• Northbound bus stop south of Botanic Avenue is fouling the bus lane and would cause BRT

to be potentially delayed – surely there must be some way of having a bus stop in this

vicinity that is in a bay?

Map 14 - Griffith Avenue: 

• The lack of indentation of bus stops at Home Farm Road outbound, and inbound at Highfield

Hospital and south of Griffith Avenue is alarming – these will negatively impact on BRT

reliability – these stops are required but need to be indented away from the bus lane to

ensure that BRT services keep moving

Map 13 - Whitehall: 

• Southbound traffic congestion north of Collins Avenue caused by left turning traffic

consistently blocks the bus lane at this location. The left turning lane is insufficient, and

needs to be extended north to the planned location of the indented bus bay, which in turn

should be relocated to outside Whitehall Church
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Map 12 - Santry: 

• Bus lanes on Swords Road north of Omni Park Shopping Centre to Swiss Cottage should be

swapped over – the main requirement is for a northbound bus lane at this location rather

than southbound – queuing traffic causes major delays to northbound buses between Omni

Park and Santry Avenue.

Map 11 - Coolock Lane: 

• Very clever use of two-way BRT lanes at Coolock Lane and retention of existing bus stops on

route 17a adjacent to BRT platforms

Map 10 - Turnapin-Santry: 

• Excellent to see Northwood BRT stop now included along with indented bus bays – this is a

very busy location and required a stop

Map 9 - Collinstown-Dardistown: 

• Removal of all bus stops between Turnapin Lane and Dardistown Cemetery is not acceptable

– it creates a gap of 1km between bus stops which is excessive. There are traffic generators

in this section of the route (sports facilities and businesses). I would suggest that a set 

indented bus bays in either direction are needed north of Glen Dimplex to facilitate these 

generators.  

• I would include Dardistown BRT stop from the outset rather than as a planned stop

Map 8 - Airport: 

• Existing northbound bus stop at Kealy’s Bar has been removed – an indented bus bay is

needed here to facilitate northbound bus users from Dublin Airport on routes 33 and 41c

Map 7 - Cloghran-Airport: 

• The northbound bus stop immediately north of the airport needs to be reinstated as an

indented bus bay - this stop has reasonable loadings

• The existing plans would result in no northbound bus stops between ALSAA and the

Coachman’s Inn – this is too great a distance

Map 6 - Airside: 

• No issues
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Map 5 - Swords Malahide Road – Pinnock Hill: 

• Is traffic going to be signal controlled at the bottom of Pinnock Hill to allow BRT vehicles to

cross to/from the central road space? This is not clear from the plans.

Maps 1 to 4 – Swords (Oldtown) to Seatown-Malahide Roundabout: 

• No issues - The segregated BRT on the central road space of the Swords by-pass and along

Castlegrange Road is an excellent idea and should contribute towards reliability
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Conclusion: 

A rethink of the vehicles proposed is needed, if this is to be seen as a quality public transport 

initiative. Tri-axle double decks would deliver this. 

As outlined above this project needs to become a full review of public transport in the Dublin North 

Central to Swords corridor, and all existing bus services included into the project proposals at the 

next stage. 

The plans that have been developed are impressive, but we need to see what the overall impact of 

the scheme will be to judge it properly. 

I look forward to the next stage in 2015. 
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Biographical Note: 

The author is a Chartered Accountant who is a daily user of public transport across Dublin. He has 

provided feedback to operators over the years of his experiences that have on occasion resulted in 

changes in operations. He has made submissions to the Oireachtas Committee on Transport, to the 

operating companies on service design and timetabling, and to the NTA on several proposals to date. 

Contact Details: 

John O’Flaherty 

49 Marlay View 

Ballinteer Avenue 

Dublin 16 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 25 November 2014 10:54

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Padraic O'Meara 

Organisation: Resadent 

Address: 7 Thornleigh Place 

Comments: 

I do not see the need for another bus route from swords to town there is plenty of them already what we 

actually need is a proper train (Metro) service. one that could connect Dublin Airport to the city center also 

like almost all other European Cites. The swift way is another half baked idea which will be cheaper than a 

train service to set up but will probably cost more in the long run and also will not stand to any one in the 

future , to really help develop the area properly and one that will stand the test of time a train/metro is 

required….. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 17:09

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Aidan O'Neill 

Organisation: N/A 

Address: Bunbury Gate, Swords 

Comments: 

To whom it may concern. 

I object in the strongest possible terms to this transport proposal. It does not take account of the severe 

disruption that the construction and subsequent service will cause to residents in the area. Land grab, 

reduced pavement space to walk to shops and the ability of actually getting out of the estate will be highly 

impacted. Not least the impact on school pick ups and drop offs.  

I'd be keen to see projected passenger numbers, bear in mind Swords express and Dublin Bus provide a 

perfectly good service as it stands, I am not enthused by any argument that we need an additional service. 

Can't happen, won't happen – that's my mantra. 

Good day 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 20:48

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Clare O'Neill 

Organisation: N/A 

Address: 33 Bunbury Gate Crescent, Swords, Co. Dublin 

Comments: 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I wish to put forward my objections and submissions against the proposed Bus Rapid Transit – “Swiftway” 

service and the preferred route starting at Oldtown/Castleview. I have the following concerns and 

objections, in particular affecting myself as a resident of Bunbury Gate/Brides Glen: 

1. The negative impact on residential amenities.

2. Safety concerns for residents and in particular our children living in the estate and those attending the two

local schools and community centre 

3. The proposed route creates parking problems as there has been no provision made for both parking at the

two local school (adjacent to the proposed terminus) and/or parking for people should they wish to use the 

service 

4. The introduction of the Swiftway will only delay the development of the Metro – a far more sought after

service for the residents of North County Dublin 

5. The increased number of large vehicles on the Glen Ellan corridor – with a bus planned for every 8

minutes (at peak time) – add this to an already busy road that is currently serviced successfully by Dublin 

Bus and the Swords Express 

6. The massive inconvenience the actual development of the proposed route will have on local residents and

the community at large – not to mention bringing large construction vehicles to a quiet residential area with 

such close proximity to local schools and a community centre 

7. The lack of planning for park and ride facilities

8. Increased noise at night with late buses proposed (and the possibly of unruly behavior with “night-links”

• The removal of walls at the edge of our housing estate (Bunbury Gate/Brides Glen) and the reduction of

the green space currently being used as play areas for our children – unacceptable and will not be allowed 

by residents 

• The removal of existing mature trees and bushes

• The replacement of these walls/railings with a brick/railings not matching current walls

• The moving of the local skateboard park – it took the area long enough to get such a facility and again

shows a total lack of consideration for residents and their children 

• The increased noise, pollution and risk of accidents along the Glen Ellan corridor road

• The increased pressure on vehicles exiting the estate (at both entrances/exits)

• The lack of planning for signals at these entrances/exits

• The proposed narrowing of the entrances to the estate

• Increased traffic with people from “outside” the area coming to use the service

• Major issues with people using the estate as a car park as there has been NO provision for parking at the

new service terminus. This has been viewed as wholeheartedly a major downfall in this proposal and quite 

frankly insulting to the local residents. People will no doubt use our estate to park their cars in while they 

get the service into town/to work for the duration of a whole day. This increases the risk of children being 
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hit by vehicles in our estate and makes our estate a less safe place for our children to play 

• The fear of pay and display arrangements being introduced to local estates

• The total lack of consideration for parking at the two local schools. This is absurd and shows the absolute

lack of consideration for residents, teachers, parents and most importantly school children attending these 

schools. It is not only ridiculous to remove parking for the two schools but to put our children at risk in such 

a way is totally unacceptable. On this point ALONE we will be fighting this proposed route. 

• An unnecessary and increased risk for children walking to school

• With the average time for journeys being quoted at “40-45 minutes” there really is no time saving for

commuters, couple this with having to share an already route with 2 other bus companies! Swords express 

provide a very successful service on this route. 

• No guide has been given as to the cost of journeys

• Increased littering and loitering at proposed bus routes

• Potential decrease in value of property adjacent to a busy bus terminus

Yours sincerely, 

Clare O'Neill 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 19:50

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Bernie O Rourke 

Organisation: resident 

Address: 58 Ormond Crescent, Swords 

Comments: 

Definitely against swiftway, as what is needed is a metro/train not another bus service. The swiftway plans 

are to get rid of the skatepark(which is a much needed facility for kids), parking at schools in Applewood 

(limited parking already causes grief) & closure of Jugback lane to traffic which all combined will make 

traffic congestion worse than it already is. 

This is just a band aid solution to traffic problems. 

Proper funding should be spent on a proper train service….not a half done job by providing another bus 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 15:40

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Carla O'shea 

Organisation: knocksedan residence 

Address: 3 knocksedan wood, swords 

Comments: 

weve been trying to get a bus route for 10 years it's ridiculous how we've been pawned off and this is a vital 

service us residence need ASAP 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:54

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: 141128_Dublin_Central_and_Ilac_Centre_BRT_Submission.pdf

From: Christy O'Sullivan 

Organisation: ILTP Consulting 

Address: St Albert's House, Dunboyne, Co. Meath 

Comments: 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

Please find attached submission on proposed BRT Swords / Airport to City Centre prepared by ILTP 

Consulting on behalf of Chartered Lands (Dublin Central Development) and the Ilac Centre. 

Can you please confirm receipt of submission and if you have any queries please contact me. 

Regards, 

Christy O'Sullivan 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:59

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: NTA_Consultation_-_Bus_Rapid_Transit_November_2014.doc

From: Allen Parker 

Organisation: Aircoach 

Address: Airport Business Park, Dublin Airport, Co Dublin 

Comments: 

Dear Sir, 

Please find attached submission relating to the Swords – Airport – City BRT. 

As outlined we urgently wish to engage with the NTA to fully understand these proposals. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Regards, 

Allen Parker, 

Managing Director, 

Aircoach. 

00353879598672 

-- 
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Aircoach is Ireland’s leading private bus and coach operator and provides a range of 
high frequency, quality scheduled coach services to and from Dublin City Centre and 
Dublin Airport. Aircoach operates five key services connecting Dublin Airport with 
Dublin City Centre and its suburbs, as well as non-stop express services connecting 
Dublin Airport with both Cork and Belfast. Projected passenger numbers in the 
current year will be in excess of 1.9m passengers.    

Aircoach is a 100% owned subsidiary of First Group plc which is one of the world’s 
largest surface transportation companies with turnover of £6.9 billion a year and 
some 120,000 employees across UK & Ireland and North America. 

Our vision is to provide solutions for an increasingly congested world … keeping 
people moving and communities prospering. 

Across the UK and Ireland, First’s bus businesses provide approximately 2.5 million 
journeys a day for customers across a broad range of operating environments.  This 
wide range of services includes commercial urban bus networks, Bus Rapid Transit 
services, inter urban routes, Park & Ride services, private hire, rail replacement 
services and further key airport connections including Heathrow RailAir, Glasgow 
Shuttle, Bristol International Flyer and Stansted Aircoach.  

Aircoach has vast experience in operating high quality scheduled bus and coach 
services and has been instrumental in increasing the level of public transport usage 
in Ireland over the last 14 years, forecasting to carry in excess of 2 million 
passengers this year on its high quality services. 

Our current services are as follows: 

• Dublin Airport – Dublin City Centre – Donnybrook - Leopardstown
(high frequency 24hr  service operating up to every 15 minutes.)
The only operator providing a 24hr service between Dublin Airport and
Dublin City.

• Dublin Airport - Port Tunnel - Blackrock - Shankill - Bray – Greystones
(24hr service operating hourly)

• Dublin Airport - Port Tunnel - Blackrock – Dalkey - Killiney
(24hr service operating hourly)

• Cork - Dublin City – Dublin Airport
(36 services daily non-stop express service)

• Belfast – Dublin Airport – Dublin City
(44 services daily non-stop express)

Aircoach is committed to providing and developing high quality public transport 
services that will offer an attractive alternative to the travelling public and has 
demonstrated over the last fourteen years that it is able to deliver such services. 



We are committed to working in partnership with all stakeholders to improve both the 
range and quality of public transport services in Ireland.  

In general, Aircoach supports the concept of Bus Rapid Transit and is supportive of 
the National Transport Authority’s strategy of delivering a high quality, efficient public 
transport system that will be attractive to the travelling public and that will result in 
greater usage of public transport and the associated benefits. We are supportive of 
the view that Bus Rapid Transit has a role in the development of an integrated public 
transport system for Dublin and that such systems can provide higher capacity on 
existing busy bus corridors and provide an attractive alternative to car transport, with 
fast and reliable journey times. 

The current public consultation is very much based on requesting submissions in 
relation to the proposed route alignment for the Swords – Airport – City route. Whilst 
this is an important element, we believe that a full public consultation is urgently 
required on the overall business case behind the proposed BRT schemes and we 
would request that the National Transport Authority issue the full business case 
proposals behind the BRT schemes as a priority. 

In relation to Bus Rapid Transit, Aircoach’s parent company, First Group plc 
(www.firstgroup.com), has extensive experience of developing, implementing and 
operating BRT services in partnership with a number of different stakeholders. Key 
examples are in Swansea and more recently in South Hampshire with an award 
winning BRT service between Fareham and Gosport in partnership with Hampshire 
County Council  

As outlined in our previous submission to the initial public consultation in March 
2014, whilst supportive in principle of the BRT concept, Aircoach wishes to urgently 
engage further with the National Transport Authority to fully discuss and understand 
the BRT proposals as outlined in the initial public consultation documents. We are 
disappointed that to date we have received no contact from the National Transport 
Authority. 

As previously outlined we would see this engagement being on a number of levels: 

1. Aircoach’s parent company, FirstGroup plc, has considerable experience and
knowledge in the Bus Rapid Transit area and we would be delighted to share
this knowledge and experience to assist in the development of a top quality
BRT system for Dublin.

2. We would also appreciate the opportunity to discuss the appropriate
operating model for the proposed BRT network.  It is our view that a model
should be put in place that would provide for the private sector to be given
with the opportunity to deliver these services. Given the knowledge, skills and
experience that exist within this sector, and to ensure that the provision of
these new services is carried out in the most cost effective manner, we
believe such a structure is the most appropriate to put in place. We would be
very keen to understand the rationale and justification behind the current
position as put forward by the National Transport Authority that the operation
of this new service will be provided by a direct award contract to Dublin Bus.



3. As you are aware, over the last 14 years Aircoach has operated a 24hr, 7 day
week commercial service from Dublin Airport to Dublin City Centre and
southern suburbs and has successfully grown and developed the public
transport usage on this corridor over this time. In the current year we will carry
in excess of 1.5 million customers between Dublin Airport and Dublin City
Centre and suburbs and we are the only operator to provide a service 24
hours per day, 7 days per week. These services are provided at zero cost to
the State, receiving no subvention, either in the way of operating cost support
or capital support to purchase assets.

As previously requested we wish to immediately engage with the National 
Transport Authority to fully understand the detail behind the BRT proposals 
on this corridor. In particular, we would appreciate if you could provide detail 
of the full business case to support the proposal to operate a dedicated BRT 
service from Dublin Airport to Dublin City Centre.  

We would like to understand the potential implications the introduction of the 
proposed Airport BRT service may have on our existing commercial service. 
Whilst limited information is currently available, and we do need to engage to 
fully understand the proposals, it would appear that the proposed Airport – 
City Centre BRT proposal will be a direct replica of our existing commercial 
operation, targeting the same market segments. Such a proposal is likely to 
have significant implications for the financial viability of our existing 
commercial service which we need to fully understand. As you are aware our 
existing services operate with zero State support, whilst the proposed Airport 
– City BRT service is likely to be at a significant cost to the tax payer, both in
terms of capital costs to purchase vehicles and on-going operating cost 
support.  

We look forward to playing a full role in the planning and development of the 
proposed Bus Rapid Transit system and look forward to discussing the proposals in 
more detail in order fully understand the details of the proposals, including the full 
business case, so we may provide a comprehensive response to the statutory 
consultation process on the overall scheme. 

We look forward to hearing from you in the near future in order to discuss the Bus 
Rapid Transit proposals in more detail. 

Regards, 

Allen Parker, 
Managing Director, 
Aircoach. 

Tele: 00 353 87 9598672 

Email: allen.parker@aircoach.ie 

Aircoach 
November, 2014. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 14:57

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: NTA_Submission__Q_Park_Ireland_Nov_2014.pdf

From: Raymond Peers 

Organisation: Q-Park Ireland 

Address: Head Office, Marlborough Street, Dublin 1 

Comments: 

Please find attached formal submission regarding this proposal. 

-- 
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Dear Sir/Madam,                    Re: Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) plans for Dublin City Centre  
I am writing to inform you that Q-Park Ireland is very much opposed to the proposed Swiftway BRT – 
Swords/Airport to City Centre Scheme as it is currently proposed. As one of the leading off-street parking 
operators in Dublin who have invested over €16m in refurbishing our car parks in Dublin since 2007, 
we are very much concerned about ease of access for car users to the city centre and we feel that the 
proposed BRT, in its current guise, will turn people away from the city.  

We have highlighted below several reasons as to why we oppose the plans; 

I BRT will impede on available footpath space detracting from the overall experience for shoppers. 
I The proposed NTA route map is creating unprecedented problems for car borne shoppers and 

business communities within the City. 
I The number of route changes is such that we have no confidence that car users will continue to use 

the city centre as a shopping or business destination. 
I Car parks accommodate 16 -18 million cars annually and any significant changes in between visits 

will break the visitors’ habits which, once broken, may never be re-established. 
I To prepare a plan for BRT without fully considering other modes of transport, particularly cars, is 

simplistic in the extreme.  
I Is BRT value for money in the present climate?  
I Any loss of access to the city centre will drastically effect trade and ultimately the level of rates that 

can be imposed. 
I 90% of public transport will go through O’Connell Street which is wholly unsatisfactory.  
I It should be considered very strongly that any effect on the retail and business community may effect 

Dublin as the centre and economic engine of Ireland 

In addition to the above points, we are very dissatisfied with the level on consultation to date with 
regards to the BRT proposal and I would hope that Q-Park will be included in any consultation process 
going forward. 

I look forward to your response. 
Kind regards, 

Raymond Peers 
Managing Director 
Q-Park Ireland Limited 
T: +353 1 8788957 

Q-Park Ireland 

Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1. 

T. (0)1 8788957 

W. www.q-park.ie 

25.11.2014 

National Transport Authority 

Dún Scéine 

Harcourt Lane 

Dublin 2 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 14:50

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Robert Reilly 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Knocksedan Demesne Swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

I would like to state my opposition to the construction of the scheme as it is currently proposed. The reason 

for my objection is based on the following: 

Impact on Balheary Park 

The current proposal will mean that approximately15 metres of the existing park will be removed along the 

boundary of the Balheary Road up to the Estuary Roundabout to facilitate the widening of the road for the 

Swiftway Buses. This will result in the green space behind the GAA pitch currently used by Fingallians 

GAA Club being significantly reduced in length, this will result in footballs and sliotars going onto the new 

roadway, as the new boundary with the road will be too close to the existing pitch. Also the area that is used 

by local runners to do their training will be removed. As Balheary Park is used by a number of clubs for 

both training and matches, the existing parking challenge in this area will be further compounded by the 

Swiftway proposal. 

-- 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 11:41

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Helen smith 

Organisation: Knocksedan resident 

Address: Knocksedan demesne 

Comments: 

Knocksedan is on the outer edge of Swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

Dublin Bus, Swords Express and Bus Eireann (school bus) to include Knocksedan on their routes. If BRT / 

Swiftway gets the go ahead, Knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main 

Swords Swiftway stops. 

-- 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 14:55

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: deirdre stynes 

Organisation: knocksedan resident 

Address: knocksedan swords 

Comments: 

Knocksedan so on the outer edge of swords and we have been attempting for years without success to get 

dublin bus, swords express, bus Eilean (school bus) to include knocksedan on their routes. If BT Swift way 

gets the go ahead knocksedan must feature prominently on a feeder bus route to one of the main school 

words swift way stops 

-- 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 14:51

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: 141126_BRT_Submission_to_NTA_Swords_City_Centre.pdf

From: Ken Swaby 

Organisation: ILTP Consulting 

Address: St. Albert's House, Dunboyne, Co. Meath. 

Comments: 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

The Comer Group have requested ILTP Consulting to conduct a preliminary analysis of the BRT proposals 

and the impact the proposals may have on their landholding in Dardistown, Co. Dublin.  

The analysis identified some issues of concern and the attached submission provides details on these 

concerns. 

Can you please confirm receipt of submission and if you have any concerns please contact me. 

Regards, 

Ken Swaby 

-- 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:12

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: 141128Frank_Grant_Garages_Submission_proposed_BRT_NTA_Swords_City_Centre.p

df

From: Ken Swaby 

Organisation: ILTP Consulting 

Address: St. Albert's House, Dunboyne, Co. Meath 

Comments: 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

ILTP Consulting were asked by Frank Grant Garages Ltd to prepare a submission on the proposed BRT 

Swords / Airport to City Centre scheme. 

Can you please confirm receipt of submission and should you have any queries please contact me. 

Regards, 

Ken Swaby 

ken@iltp.ie 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

0480a

louise.odriscoll
Highlight
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:14

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: 141128

_Carlton_Hotel_submission_on_proposed_BRT_Swords_City_Centre_Carton_Hotel.pdf

From: Ken Swaby 

Organisation: ILTP Consulting 

Address: Albert's House, Dunboyne, Co. Meath 

Comments: 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

ILTP Consulting were asked by Carlton Hotel Dublin Airport to prepare a submission on the proposed BRT 

Swords / Airport to City Centre scheme. 

Can you please confirm receipt of submission and should you have any queries please contact me. 

Regards, 

Ken Swaby 

ken@iltp.ie 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

0481a

louise.odriscoll
Highlight
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:45

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: 141128Submission_Dan_Dooley_Group_Ltd_Proposed_BRT_Swords_Airport_to_City_

Centre.pdf

From: Ken Swaby 

Organisation: ILTP Consulting 

Address: St. Albert's House, Dunboyne, Co. Meath 

Comments: 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

ILTP Consulting were asked by Dan Dooley Group Ltd. to prepare a submission on the proposed BRT 

Swords / Airport to City Centre scheme. 

Can you please confirm receipt of submission and should you have any queries please contact me. 

Regards, 

Ken Swaby 

ken@iltp.ie 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 16:59

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Matthew Treadwell 

Organisation: Resident 

Address: 120 Foxwood, Swords 

Comments: 

Proposed Swords BRT 

1. Overall it is good to see investment in transport for Swords.

2. Proposed route will cause traffic problems in some areas which will not be alleviated by the BRT.

3. I see no reason for all the proposed BRT lanes as there is a QBC along much of the route with only minor

upgrading of certain junctions required. Areas such as Santry, Whitehall and Drumcondra are more of a 

problem traffic wise. The Swords bypass along the R132 would only require minor upgrades as opposed to 

the major disruption which is proposed. 

4. Removal of road footbridges at Seatown and Drinam Road should be reviewed. These are very busy

footpaths crossing the R132. The safest route for pedestrians is total separation from traffic, the proposed 

pedestrian crossings would involve three pelican crossings to cross one road which is totally unacceptable. 

My family are regular users of the Drinam road bridge and would be endangered by having to use road level 

crossings. 

5. As the bridge crossings are very busy at peak periods, transferring them to road level with pelican

crossings will have a negative impact on traffic flow along the R132. 

6. The proposed route and rearrangement of the Drinam road/R132 junction would make trying to turn onto

the R132 to head north very problematic for residents of Foxwood and Drinam road. 

7. Considering the number of Swords residents who work in the airport there is no real benefit offered by

BRT to those residents. As the BRT has priority along the route current car traffic would be disrupted while 

offering no benefit to local use. 

8. No proposed schedule is included. As above, many Swords residents could switch to public transport if a

service was provided to the airport from Swords, especially early morning as many staff in the airport start 

from 0400 onwards. 

9. Why are bus and BRT stops segregated?

10. Has any thought benn put into providing a park and ride facility. Currently, many estates adjacent to bus

stops and shopping centers are used by commuters and shoppers. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 26 November 2014 12:20

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: GSBB_-Swiftway-Bus-Rapid-Transit-Route.docx

From: Rosalind Walsh 

Organisation: GSBB 

Address: 5 Laurelton, Swords 

Comments: 

Please find attached objection form 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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‘Swiftway BRT – Swords/Airport to City Centre Proposed Scheme Consultation’, 
National Transport Authority,  
Dún Scéine,  
Harcourt Lane,  
Dublin 2.   Samhain 2014 

Don té lena mbaineann sé 

Is mian liom/linn ábhair bhuartha a ardú  maidir leis an mbealach atá beartaithe don scéim nua bus sciopaidh idir 
Sord/Aerfort agus Lár na Cathrach. 

Tá mo pháiste/í/ ár bpáiste/í ag freastail ar Ghaelscoil Bhrian Bóroimhe atá ar an mbealach atá beartaithe don scéim Nua. 

Tá mé/muid buartha faoi na nithe seo a leanas: 

1. Is gá do thuismitheoirí áirithe a bpáistí a thiomáint ar scoil. Má leanann an sceim ar aghaidh mar atá beartaithe, ní
bheidh aon pháirceáil idir an stop ag Coill na nÚll agus an stop ag Seanbhaile. Cruthóidh sé seo neart fadhbanna do 
thuismitheoirí a bheidh ag iarraidh a bpáistí a thiomáint ar scoil in am agus bainfidh sé an rogha sin uathu. 

2. Beidh brú ar thuismitheoirí a gcaranna a pháirceáil sna heastáit ata cóngarach don scoil (Geata Bhunbaire, Radharc an
Chaisleáin agus Gleann an Mhuilleora) agus cuirfidh sé sin brú ar na heastáit chéanna 

3. Caithfear bheith airdeallach ar shábháilteacht na gcoisithe agus an bealach nua á dhearadh. Níl ach dhá thrasnú
beartaithe taobh na scoile agus is gá go mbeadh níos mó ann chun cur le sábháilteacht na bpáistí a shiúlann ar scoil. 

4. Beidh níos mó trácht ar an mbóthar, go háirithe ar maidin agus tuismitheoirí ag iarraidh a bpáistí a sheoladh ar scoil
agus cruthóidh an trácht bhreise seo contúirt sa bhreis do leanaí. 

I/We wish to raise concerns about the preferred route identified for the proposed Swords/Airport to City Centre Swiftway 

scheme. We wish to raise concerns about the preferred route identified for the proposed Swords/Airport to City Centre 

Swiftway scheme.  

My/Our child currently attends Gaelscoil Bhrian Bóroimhe, which is on the preferred route identified for the proposed 

Swiftway scheme. 

 I/We have a number of concerns regarding this route: 

1.It is necessary for some parents to be able to drive their children to and from the school, the preferred route identified 

means that parents will no longer be able to park between the proposed Applewood and Oldtown Stops. This will create 

significant difficulties for parents trying to get their children to school on time and will mean they are no longer in a 

position to drive their children to school.  

2. Parents will be forced to park their cars in nearby estates (Bunbury Gate, Castleview and Millers Glen) leading to further

congestion in those estates. 

3. Pedestrian safety needs to be taken into consideration when new bus routes are being designed. There are only two

pedestrian crossings proposed on the preferred route between Castlewood Avenue and the Gaelscoil. Additional safe 

pedestrian crossings are required on this route to ensure the safety of children walking to school. 

4. There will be an increased volume of traffic on this road, particularly at morning peak times, leading to further

congestion and delay for parents trying to get their children to school and also further danger for children walking to 

school.  

Le meas/Yours sincerely, 

_Rosalind Walsh__________________________ 

Is féidir an litir a úslódáil ag an nasc seo a leanas/Upload this file to NTA Website at the following link: 

http://www.nationaltransport.ie/consultations/public-consultation-on-swiftway-bus-rapid-transit-swordsairport-to-city-
centre  

An dáta is deireannaí i gcomhair aighneactaí ná 28-11-14/Closing date for submissions is Friday 28th November at 5pm 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 12:47

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Darren Walsh 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Knocksedan 

Comments: 

It's a disgrace that we have no bus service 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 12:46

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Lisa Walsk 

Organisation: Knocksedan Resident 

Address: Knocksedan swords 

Comments: 

We desperately need a bus service. We are a young estate with lots of children who really need this . 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 12:31

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

Attachments: Knocksedan_Residents_Submission.docx

From: Pat Ward 

Organisation: Knocksedan Residents 

Address: 10 Knocksedan Drive Swords Co Dublin 

Comments: 

Please find attached submission of behalf of the residents of Knocksedan. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Submission on behalf of Knocksedan Demesne Residents Management Company 

28th November 2014 

BRT Consultation 10 Knocksedan Drive 
National Transport Authority Swords 
Dún Scéine Co Dublin 
Harcourt Lane 
Dublin 2 

Re: Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) / Swiftway Swords to City Centre Route 

To whom it may concern 

Knocksedan Demesne is a residential development now ten years in situ on the outer edge of Swords 

and must prominently feature on a feeder bus route to one of the main Swords Swiftway stops. 

There are 163 houses within the development and building has commenced on phase II which will 

see a further 189 houses built in the short term. 

Presently there is no public transport service whatsoever servicing the residents of Knocksedan 

despite our best efforts to secure same over this past 10 years. This coupled with an increase in 

family size alongside the additional houses currently under construction is not acceptable. 

We as residents require and deserve access to a public transport service which should also include a 

school bus service for the ever increasing demand.  

It is in this context, we urge you to seriously consider and approve as part of your deliberations a 

feeder bus service connecting Knocksedan with the BRT / Swiftway proposal should it proceed. 

Should you require any further information or wish to meet directly with the resident directors, please 

do not hesitate to contact me directly. 

Looking forward to your favourable response. 

Yours Sincerely 

Pat Ward 
Resident Director 
On behalf of Knocksedan Demesne Residents. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 15:58

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Garret Weldon 

Organisation: JW Weldon 

Address: 55 clarendon street, Dublin 2 

Comments: 

Dear Sirs 

JW Weldon of Clarendon Street, Dublin 2 has traded in Dublin city centre for four generations. We are 

opposed to the Proposed Swiftway BRT – Swords/Airport to City Centre Scheme as it is currently proposed.

• Dublin City has a Georgian and Medieval Historic city centre; the city centre can be walked easily.

However, a number of factors such as weak transport infrastructure, the sprawling nature of the city, poor 

planning enforcement and inadequate footpaths for pedestrians detract from Dublin’s strengths. BRT will 

further impede on the available footpath space. 

• The number of streets that can take a BRT is limited.

• The bus was the most popular transport modal choice with 34% preferring its use to access the city centre,

20% of respondents favoured gaining access to the city centre by car according to Dublin City Council 

survey of Dubliner’s opinions Your City Your Voice Survey in 2012 

• The proposed NTA route map is creating unprecedented problems for car borne shoppers.

• The number of route changes and cessation of junctions is such that we have no confidence that car users

will continue to use city centre. To give an example when the Busgate in College Green was introduced, a 

simple change, it caused a drop of 20% in car users coming into city centre according to Dublin City 

Council reports. 

• Car parks accommodate 16-18 million cars annually. Car borne shoppers may only come to city centre 5

or 6 times a year. Significant changes in between visits will break the visitors’ habits, which once broken it 

may never be re-established. 

• Infrequent visitors to Dublin to for instance GAA matches, soccer matches, concerts in The 3 Arena or

other venues in city centre will be impeded by restrictions in accessing the city. 

• The current use of city centre car parks is down. Can the NTA justify the expected increased growth they

are using in their proposal – factual data. 

• The extent of no left/right turns for traffic as indicated requires a full overview of a city wide route map to

ensure car bound traffic can travel to all destinations. 

• This is not a full consultation as promised as only one route is published and even that is subject to further

development according to each drawing. Under EU Law more than one option is required in such a proposal 

as put forward by Swiftway 

• To prepare a plan for BRT without fully considering other modes of transport, particularly cars is

simplistic in the extreme and unwise in the understanding of the outcome expected. There is no Traffic Plan 

for Dublin as part of the Swiftway proposal for Swords to City Centre. 

• BRT is a significant disruption to the existing public transport system.

• BRT is considered suitable only for moderately used traffic corridors. In the proposal all routes are major

arteries to the city and heavily used. 

• BRT is a short-term solution at best and some research indicates it can be more expensive to operate than a 

light rail system. 

• Is BRT value for money in the present climate?
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• NTA has not shown the projected passenger load that will use this service. Difficult to see the economic

benefit, NTA’s own 2012 report stated a bigger system is needed. (Bus Rapid Transit Core Network Report 

2012 – NTA – page 72) 

• JW WELDON welcomes public transport but the population in the whole of Ireland is 6.8 million people

and they need to be serviced as well. Not only the 42,738 Swords urban area/68,000 Swords local area. 

(According to the CSO last census (2011) figures.) 

• Any loss of access to the city centre will drastically effect trade and ultimately the level of rates that can be 

imposed. It is imperative that the NTA understands that most inward investment decisions for city centre are 

made outside of Ireland. Dublin City Centre is competing with Dundrum, Liffey Valley, Blanchardstown etc 

for this investment. 

• Have NTA carried out an economic impact study on City Centre in light of the fact that Dublin City

Council generates €65 million in rates in the prime retail core in Dublin 1 & 2. 

• 90% of public transport will go through O’Connell Street.

• Previous experience with long buses (bendy bus) were at best mixed.

• In comparison to light rail, BRT capacity is very low and not much ahead of the bus system.

• BRT is intended to operate for a significant part of the route in a fully dedicated rights of way corridor.

Nowhere in this proposal is this evident. 

• At no time is there any mentioning of the rights of private bus operators on that route and how would this

affect them. 

• If BRT is implemented are taxis still allowed to use of the Airport to city centre bus corridor.

• If BRT is to be implemented the public transport model needs to be changed to the European model.

• BRT systems operating in Europe service in the main outside city centre and operate as an ordinary bus

service inside city centre. 

• The BRT as proposed a limited integration with other public transport modes. However if BRT was to run

up to Bus Aras there will be integration with other modes of public transport ie Luas, rail and Bus Éireann 

routes. 

• This plan as proposed is an interim measure why not look at a long term solution. DART Underground or

other options. 

• Give existing bus services priority at traffic lights to decrease their journey time.

Kind regards 

Garret Weldon 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 11:33

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Sarah whelan 

Organisation: resident 

Address: 14 Moat Lane, Knocksedan Demesne, Swords Co Dublin 

Comments: 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 15:44

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Grainne White 

Organisation: Swords Resident 

Address: 72 Bunbury Gate, Swords, Co Dublin 

Comments: 

To whom it may concern, 

I wish to make a submission in relation to the proposed Bus Rapid Transit Scheme. I would like to state MY 

OPPOSITION to the construction of the scheme as it is currently proposed. The reason for my objection is 

based on the following: 

Safety for Children / Adults 

The construction of such a roadway will inevitably constitute an increased risk to the safety of children 

playing in the Bunbury Gate / Brides Glen / Glen Ellan / Sandford Wood / Applewood / Castleview / and 

South Bank areas.  

Points of concern include 

• The removal of the grass margins going up the length of the Glen Ellan Road resulting in children walking

in close proximity to the road. This is of particular concern at areas of high pedestrian traffic approaching 

the three local primary schools.  

• Increased volumes and regularity of the BRT vehicles using the Glen Ellan Road will result in children

being unable to walk safely across to their local shops, play ground and all weather facility. 

• Significant issues and concerns relating the safety of children, pedestrians and cyclists crossing the roads

at any of the junctions that are intersected or impacted by the BRT 

Impact on Pedestrians 

The removal of pedestrian bridges along the route will significantly impact on pedestrian safety and ability 

to access other parts of Swords. 

Removal of the existing Parking Facilities at local Primary Schools 

Within the current proposal all of the on street parking rights outside the two schools – Gaelscoil Bhrian 

Boroimhe (where both my children attend) and Swords Educate Together will be completely removed. 

Together these schools have almost 900 pupils attending with many of the children travelling some distance 

each morning. As was confirmed at the recent consultation there are no plans to make any provision for the 

approximate 50 car spaces that will be removed with the development of the BRT directly outside the 

schools. Without the provision of a suitable number of car parking spaces in close proximity to the school 
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all roads within the area will be blocked up at peak times in the morning. This will impact significantly on 

all the neighbouring estates and the local community. 

Commuter Parking 

Without a park and ride facility and in the absence of an alternative transport service; a major concern is the 

potential for people commuting to drive into the estates along the proposed route, leaving their cars for the 

day to use the bus – thus depriving residents of their parking and further eroding the quality of life. 

Impact at all Traffic Junctions 

The current proposal to replace all roundabouts along the Swords route with wider junctions and traffic 

signals that will prioritise the Swiftway bus, resulting in major traffic implications for cars travelling on 

what is already a very congested route. 

Pedestrianisation Jug back lane 

The proposed pedestrianisation of Jug Back Lane will have a major impact on traffic on the other roadways 

in the area, in particular it will cause significant problems for 550 students attending St Finians Community 

College resulting in a major bottleneck when students are being dropped off and collected. It will also result 

in a potential black spot for anti social behaviour. 

Removal of the Skate Park, Balheary Park 

The current proposal requires the complete removal of the existing Skate Park, which is used by large 

numbers of children and teens from the area. It took many years of work to get this valuable recreational 

amenity built and its removal will have a devastating impact on the younger and voiceless members of our 

community. 

BRT Concept and Metro North 

I believe that we need improved transport solutions in Swords which is a public transport wasteland in 

comparison to the rest of the city.  

I welcome the commitment to review the proposal for Metro North. However, it is inevitable that the 

development of this BRT programme will delay the development of the Metro North project: firstly by 

reducing the funds available for capital transport infrastructure investment and secondly by catering for 

some of the demand that would have been there for the Metro thus lessening the urgency to develop the 

Metro project.  

BRT MUST NOT be a cheap alternative to Metro North 

Impact on local bus service and other road users 

Traffic signal priority to the BRT will have a negative impact on other road users and may lead to the 

deterioration of other bus services operating in the area. The existing Swords Express route via Dublin Port 

is currently achieving similar travel times to those proposed by BRT and along with Dublin Bus currently 

serves our community well. This subsidised state BRT system will be competing with these bus services and 

may make existing routes unviable. 

Environmental impact 

Felling of trees will be required along the route negatively affecting the aesthetics and local environment. 

This along with the lengthy construction process will significantly impact on local resident’s quality of life. 
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Conclusion 

To summarise, I am VEHEMENTLY OPPOSED to the construction of the BRT system as outlined in the 

current proposal unless all of the above issues that will seriously affect our area are adequately dealt with. 

There are alternatives which do not involve destroying local amenities, placing children and families at risk 

along with causing significant disruption and ongoing problems for our local community. 

I look forward to the outcome of the consultation process. 

Grainne White 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 15:49

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: JOE WHITE 

Organisation: SWORDS RESIDENT 

Address: 72 BUNBURY GATE AVENUE, SWORDS, CO DUBLIN 

Comments: 

To Whom it May Concern, 

I wish to submit my OBJECTION in respect of the proposed Swiftway Bus Rapid Transit – Swords/ Airport 

to City Centre, with particular emphasis upon the selected emerging preferred route for the BRT from the 

R132 at the Estuary Roundabout through the Glen Ellan distributor Road to the proposed terminus in 

Oldtown. 

This section of the proposed route flies in the face of due diligence in respect of proper planning and 

assessment of local transport objectives and requirements as set out by an elected body for an area, which in 

turn will lead to unnecessary and unacceptable impacts upon the receiving environment. 

While the Route Options Assessment Report assesses transport planning policy documents in respect of the 

proposed scheme, and states in its conclusion (Section 2.8) that ‘The need for the scheme is predominantly 

borne out of the need to provide a higher quality, higher capacity public transport service, than currently 

exists, to serve the Swords corridor in the short to medium term in advance of Metro North. BRT is 

identified as serving this purpose and allowing key development areas such as Swords to continue to 

develop in advance of this’. The route selected does not take account of the transport objectives within the 

Fingal Development Plan 2011 to 2017 or the specific objectives of the Oldtown – Mooretown Local Area 

Plan (LAP). 

Within Section 6.2 of the Route Options Assessment Report, where the stage 1 assessment is carried out, a 

specific route option should have been assessed in accordance with the Key Transport objective of the 

Oldtown – Mooretown Local Area Plan, i.e. Section 3.2.7 of the LAP ‘Quality Bus Network’. This quality 

bus network route was based upon an Integrated Traffic Model which was prepared for Swords as part of 

the document ‘Your Swords, An Emerging City, Strategic Vision 2035’. The absence of this route which 

would have been in accordance with Fingal County Councils transport policy for the local area, shows an 

absence of proper planning assessment within the Route Selection process. 

The preferred route selected for this section of the BRT is also in breach of the Local Area Plans Strategic 

Vision and Development Strategy for the Glen Ellen Road extension, in particular in respect of Section 3.2 

‘Movement Strategy and Transportation Infrastructure’, where section 3.2.5 ‘Glen Ellan Main Street’ of the 

LAP sets out the proposed objectives of the LAP for the Glen Ellan Road. The LAP objective is for a 6m 

carriageway with cycle facilities, 4m wide footpaths and 1.5m wide tree lined verges, whereas the BRT is 

proposing 13m wide carriageway with 2m wide shared surface cycle facilities, 2m wide footpaths and the 

omission of the tree lined verges. While Section 6.3.2 of the Route Options Assessment Report references 

the LAP, it then proceeds to disregard the requirements and objectives of the LAP without taking due 

cognisance of it as a constraint upon the proposed scheme. 

0491

louise.odriscoll
Highlight

louise.odriscoll
Highlight



2

Through breaching specific objectives of the LAP, e.g. Key Objectives Transport ‘Redesign the Glen Ellan 

Road Extension so that it’s function changes from a distributor road to a main street, which will serve 2 

schools, a large park and Local Centre, in addition to dwellings’ the proposed route as planned will have a 

direct and unacceptable impact upon the existing properties which bound the Glen Ellan distributor Road in 

respect of noise, air quality, road safety, transport integration, landscape and visual. 

Through the planned frequency of buses along this route at 4 minute intervals during peak times in 

conjunction with the traffic corridor being moved closer to properties, this will create a noise so loud, so 

continuous, so repeated, of such duration that it will be in breach of Statutory rights of the residents in 

accordance with the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006. This in addition will be accentuated as the 

proposed scheme removes the existing verge and trees along the distributor road which would have 

provided some level of noise screening (however minor). The route also proposes to run with these bus 

frequencies past the 2 existing sensitive receptors in the 2 Primary Schools (Swords Educate Together and 

Gaelscoil Brian Bóroimhe (where both my children attend), which will subjected to the unacceptable levels 

of noise. 

As the Route Options report ignores the transport objectives set out in ‘Your Swords, An Emerging City, 

Strategic Vision 2035’ and seeks to rely on the end to end transport demand modelling carried out in the 

route assessment, it has not taken into account the local traffic vagaries that would be identified had any 

micro-simulation modelling been carried out on the Glen Ellan Distributor Road. 

At present during peak traffic there is bottle necking of traffic seeking to exit the Castleview/ Bunbury Gate 

and Brides Glen estates at peak times. This is in particular due to vehicles dropping off children up to 

Swords Educate Together and Gaelscoil Brian Bóroimhe. This will not be reduced by the BRT as the school 

traffic is internal traffic movements within the Swords area as opposed to the traffic corridor being served 

by the BRT. As such with the addition of buses at 4 minute frequencies this will only add to the inability of 

people trying to exit their estates which in turn will create safety hazards as frustrated drivers seek to speed 

through gaps in the traffic across 2 lanes of traffic. 

Added to this is the increased road safety issue which would have been identified had a Stage F road safety 

audit been carried out as the site lines at the estate entranceways are proposed to be substantially reduced 

due to the increased carriageway width and the proposal to replace the existing footpath/ verge/ segregated 

cycletrack (circa 5m) with a 2m footpath. 

Removal of the Skate Park, Balheary Park 

The current proposal requires the complete removal of the existing Skate Park, which is used by large 

numbers of children and teens from the area. It took many years of work to get this valuable recreational 

amenity built and its removal will have a devastating impact on the younger and voiceless members of our 

community. 

Finally, in response to the economic appraisal carried out as part of this route assessment and in particular 

the emphasis in the reliability of the journey time in promotion of the BRT. It is of note that while the BRT 

may replace and improve upon existing public buses, there already exists a private express bus service, 

serving the Glen Ellan distributor road which provides sufficient frequency and reduced travel times in 

comparison to the public bus service. As such there could be no appreciable cost benefit in spending money 

on a service to double up and compete with that already in place. 

Whereas should the final section of the BRT follow that proposed within the Oldtown – Mooretown Local 

Area Plan and the report, ‘Your Swords, An Emerging City, Strategic Vision 2035’ it would complement 

the existing transport provisions to the Swords Area, improving the service to a catchment area not already 

served by a reliable express service and it may make economic sense. 

Joe White 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 24 November 2014 21:07

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Paolo 

Organisation: Citizen 

Address: milton road swords 

Comments: 

totally against with the swiftway, it will cause damage to swords express 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Conor McGrath

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 25 November 2014 10:45

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: Anna 

Organisation: LinkedIn 

Address: Hawthorn Park, Swords 

Comments: 

Hi, 

I would lie to drop some comments based on the information and understanding that I have at the moment. 

It seems like Swords Express is already serving for those people that commute to town with a much more 

convenient and direct route and an excellent service. For those that for example study at dcu, it looks like 

the route will be very similar to existing 41/41c route. Therefore, there is no justification for investment of 

tax payers money. 

This type of investment would only be justifiable for metro/luas/train commute and does not make sense to 

create another bus route (that will not even go via Boroimhe for example). 

Hope these comments will be taken into consideration 

Regards, 

Anna 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Orla O'Halloran

From: WordPress <forms@ntawebsite.ie>

Sent: 28 November 2014 13:03

To: Conor McGrath; david.king@nationaltransport.ie; 

frances.murphy@nationaltransport.ie; eoin.ocathain@rod.ie; Eddie Feely; 

Cormac.Ross@nationaltransport.ie; consultation@nationaltransport.ie

Subject: Bus Rapid Transit Public Consultation

From: alan 

Organisation: resident 

Address: swords 

Comments: 

The route through brides glen which goes past the schools is dangerous and disruptive for the children 

attending both schools on the route.The current road layout barely allows for 2 cars to pass each other. 

There is no parking available for safe school pick up as it is and this would make things worse.There are 

many safer route a for this service to take. 

-- 

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on National Transport Authority (http://www.nationaltransport.ie) 

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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