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1. Introduction 

1.1 Introduction  

 

Expressway is the brand name for Bus Éireann’s commercial intercity and interurban network of bus 

services. These services are licensed by the National Transport Authority under the provisions of the 

Public Transport Regulation Act, 2009 and the Authority’s published ‘Guidelines for the Licensing of 

Public Bus Passenger Services’1. Similar to other commercial bus operators under license to the 

Authority, Bus Éireann receives no Public Service Obligation (PSO)2 compensation for the provision of 

Expressway services. 

 

1.2 Current Status of bus services between Clonmel and Dublin  

 

Bus Éireann Expressway Route X7 service 

Bus Éireann currently operates Expressway Route X7, Licence 11181 from Clonmel Rail Station to 

Dublin Airport serving Kilsheelan, Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny Ormonde Road, Kilkenny Train 

Station, Dublin Busáras and Dublin Airport. The same timetable operates Monday to Sunday with 8 

services in each direction. 

 

The Company has announced its intention to cancel the service in its entirety. 

 

J.J. Kavanagh’s Clonmel to Dublin Airport service, Licence 95149 (Route 717) 

JJ Kavanagh’s Clonmel to Dublin service currently serves the following locations: Clonmel, Kilsheelan, 

Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny, Castlecomer, Ballylynan, Athy, Kilcullen, Naas, Luas Red Cow, Dublin 

– Eden/George’s Quay and Dublin Airport. The same timetable operates Monday to Sunday with 7 

services in each direction. 

  

                                                           
1
 Available here: http://www.nationaltransport.ie/downloads/guidelines_for_licensing_public_buses.pdf 

2 ‘public service obligation’ means a requirement defined or determined by a competent authority in order to ensure public 

passenger transport services in the general interest that an operator, if it were considering its own commercial interests, 
would not assume or would not assume to the same extent or under the same conditions without reward.(REG. 1370/2007)  
 

 

http://www.nationaltransport.ie/downloads/guidelines_for_licensing_public_buses.pdf


4 
 

2. Route analysis and travel solutions 

2.1  Alternative services and travel solutions 

 

The following outlines the level of public transport services available in the locations affected by the 

proposed withdrawal of Bus Éireann’s Route X7 service between Clonmel and Dublin.  

 

Clonmel 

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Clonmel to Dublin Route 717 service commences and terminates here 7 times 

Monday to Sunday.  

 Iarnród Éireann’s Waterford to Limerick Junction rail service stops here 2 times per day on 

Monday to Saturday providing onward connections to Dublin City. 

Interregional 

 Bus Éireann’s Expressway Route 55 Waterford to Limerick service stops here 8 times Monday 

to Sunday in both directions linking Kilsheelan with Clonmel. 2 additional journeys operate 

on Fridays only. 

 Bus Éireann’s PSO Route 355 Waterford to Cahir service stops here 4 times per day Monday 

to Saturday travelling towards Waterford and 3 times per day travelling towards Cahir, with a 

further 3 journeys per day in each direction commencing or finishing in Clonmel. On Sundays 

2 journeys operate to and from Cahir with a further journey commencing and finishing in 

Clonmel. 

 

 

Kilsheelan 

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Clonmel to Dublin Route 717 service stops here 7 times Monday to Sunday in 

both directions. 

Interregional 

 Bus Éireann’s Route 55 Waterford to Limerick service stops here 8 times Monday to Sunday 

in both directions linking Kilsheelan with Clonmel. 2 additional journeys operate on Fridays 

only. 

 Bus Éireann’s Route 355 Waterford to Cahir service stops here 4 times per day Monday to 

Saturday travelling towards Waterford and 3 times per day travelling towards Cahir, with a 

further 3 journeys per day in each direction commencing or finishing in Clonmel. On Sundays 

2 journeys operate to and from Cahir with a further journey commencing and finishing in 

Clonmel.  
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Grangemockler 

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Clonmel to Dublin Route 717 service stops here 7 times Monday to Sunday in 

both directions. 

 

Local services 

 Local Link Route 817C Carrick-on-Suir service stops here 8 times per day on Monday to Friday 

providing connections with Bus Éireann Route X7 or JJ Kavanagh Route 717 for onward travel 

to and from Dublin. 7 return journeys are made to Carrick. On Saturdays 7 journeys operate 

in both directions and on Sunday 6 journeys operate in both directions. 

 

Callan 

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Clonmel to Dublin service stops here 7 times Monday to Sunday in both 

directions. 

 

 

Kilkenny 

To/from Dublin 

 J.J. Kavanagh’s Clonmel to Dublin service stops here 7 times Monday to Sunday in both 

directions. 

 Dublin Coach Cork/Waterford to Dublin service stops here 9 times daily Monday to Sunday in 

both directions. 

 Iarnród Éireann’s Waterford to Dublin rail service stops here 6 times per day on Monday to 

Saturday towards Dublin, 7 times from Dublin and 4 times on Sunday. 
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3. Conclusion 
3.1 Conclusion 

The range and availability of alternative public transport services from the locations affected by the 

withdrawal of Bus Éireann Route X7 is considered to be adequate to meet demand.  

The Authority is primarily concerned that transport links that allow the public to access ordinary 

every-day services are available. These socially necessary needs would include being able to reach 

the local market town or urban centre to be able to carry out tasks such as visiting a doctor, dentist 

physiotherapist or optician; be able to go clothes shopping; having access to a greater variety of 

shops selling food or drinks items, et cetera. 

Where possible, it is desirable to be able to link passengers into bigger transport hubs where they 

may be able to interchange and continue their journey onto urban centres. 

The Authority has determined therefore that the current level of services provided by JJ Kavanagh & 

Sons on Route 717 between Clonmel, Grangemockler, Callan, Kilkenny and Dublin City and Airport, 

by Local Link on Route 817C between Carrick-on-Suir and Grangemockler, by Dublin Coach between 

Kilkenny and Dublin City and by Iarnród Éireann between Kilkenny and Dublin are adequate to meet 

the social need for the affected locations.  

The Authority will make arrangements for adjustments to be made to Route 817C to provide 

connections for onward travel by JJ Kavanagh & Sons Route 717 towards Kilkenny and Dublin and 

vice versa. The revised timetable of services on Route 817C is shown in Appendix H and includes the 

provision of a new direct service to and from Callan for the Camphill Communities of Ireland. 
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Appendix A: Current Bus Éireann Route X7 timetable 
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Appendix B –JJ Kavanagh & Sons Clonmel to Dublin Airport Route 717 timetable 
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Appendix C – Current Local Link Route 817C timetable 
 

Carrick-on-Suir to Grangemockler and Return 
with connections to and from Kilkenny, Dublin 
City & Airport 

 

Mon - Fri 
 

Sat Sun 

    Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 06:20 
  Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 06:22 
  Grangemockler 06:40  BE X7 
      Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 07:20 07:20 

 Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 07:22 07:22 
 Grangemockler 07:40 JJK 717 07:40 JJK 717 
     Grangemockler 07:40 07:40 
 Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 07:58 07:58 
 Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 08:00   BE 55 08:00   BE 55 
     Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 08:05 08:05 08:05 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 08:07 08:27 08:27 

Grangemockler 08:25   BE X7 08:25   BE X7 08:25   BE X7 

    Grangemockler 09:40   BE X7 09:40   BE X7 09:40   BE X7 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 09:58 09:58 09:58 

Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 10:00 10:00 10:00 

    Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 10:00 10:00 10:00 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 10:02 10:02 10:02 

Grangemockler 10:20   BE X7 10:20   BE X7 10:20   BE X7 

    Grangemockler 11:40   BEX7 11:40   BEX7 11:40   BEX7 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 11:58 11:58 11:58 

Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 12:00 12:00 12:00 

    Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 12:00 12:00 12:00 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 12:02 12:02 12:02 

Grangemockler 12:20   BE X7 12:20   BE X7 12:20   BE X7 

    Grangemockler 12:35  JJK717 12:35  JJK717 12:35  JJK717 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 12:53 12:53 12:53 

Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 12:55 12:55 12:55 

    Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 14:20 14:20 14:20 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 14:22 14:22 14:22 

Grangemockler 14:40  JJK717 14:40  JJK717 14:40  JJK717 

    Grangemockler 15:25   BEX7 15:25   BEX7 15:25   BEX7 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 15:43 15:43 15:43 

Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 15:45 15:45 15:45 

    Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 16:00 16:00 16:00 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 16:02 16:02 16:02 

Grangemockler 16:20   BEX7 16:20   BEX7 16:20   BEX7 
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    Grangemockler 17:25   BEX7 17:25   BEX7 17:25   BEX7 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 17:43 17:43 17:43 

Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 17:45 17:45 17:45 

    Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 18:20 18:20 18:20 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 18:22 18:22 18:22 

Grangemockler 18:40   BEX7 18:40   BEX7 18:40   BEX7 

    Grangemockler 19:25   BEX7 19:25   BEX7 19:25   BEX7 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 19:43 19:43 19:43 

Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 19:45 19:45 19:45 

    

Notes 
   BE X7 - Connection with Bus Éireann Route X7 to and from Kilkenny, Dublin City & Airport 

BE 55 - Connection with Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel 
  JJK 717 - Connection with JJ Kavanagh Route 717 to and from Kilkenny, Dublin City & Airport 
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Appendix D – Bus Éireann Waterford to Limerick Route 55 timetable 
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Appendix E – Bus Éireann Waterford to Cahir Route 355 timetable 
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Appendix F – Dublin Coach Kilkenny to Dublin City Route 600 timetable 
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Appendix G – Iarnród Éireann Kilkenny to Dublin City rail timetable 
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Appendix H – Proposed Local Link Route 817C timetable 
 

Carrick-on-Suir to Grangemockler and 
Return with connections to and from 
Kilkenny, Dublin City & Airport, Local Link 
Route 817C  LoCall 1890 42 41 41 

 

Mon - Fri 
 

Sat Sun 

    Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 07:20 07:20 
 Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 07:22 07:22 
 Grangemockler 07:40 JJK 717 07:40 JJK 717 
     Grangemockler 07:40 07:40 
 Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 07:58 07:58 
 Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 08:00   BE 55 08:00   BE 55 
     Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 08:05 

  Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 08:07 
  Grangemockler 08:25 
  Callan Camphill Community 08:40 
  Callan Camphill Community 08:40 
  Grangemockler 09:00 
  Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 09:18 
  

Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 09:20 
      Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 09:20 09:20 09:20 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 09:22 09:22 09:22 

Grangemockler 09:40 JJK 717 09:40 JJK 717 09:40 JJK 717 

    Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 11:20 11:20 11:20 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 11:22 11:22 11:22 

Grangemockler 11:40 JJK 717 11:40 JJK 717 11:40 JJK 717 

    Grangemockler 12:30 JJK717 12:30 JJK717 12:30 JJK717 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 12:48 12:48 12:48 

Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 12:50 12:50 12:50 

    Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 14:20 14:20 14:20 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 14:22 14:22 14:22 

Grangemockler 14:40  JJK717 14:40  JJK717 14:40  JJK717 

    Callan Camphill Community 15:00 
  Grangemockler 15:30  JJK717 15:30  JJK717 15:30  JJK717 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 15:48 15:48 15:48 

Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 15:50 15:50 15:50 

    Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 16:50 16:50 16:50 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 16:52 16:52 16:52 

Grangemockler 17:10  JJK717 17:10  JJK717 17:10  JJK717 

    Grangemockler 17:30  JJK717 17:30  JJK717 17:30  JJK717 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 17:48 17:48 17:48 

Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 17:50 17:50 17:50 
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Grangemockler 20:30  JJK717 20:30  JJK717 20:30  JJK717 

Carrick-on-Suir Park Side 20:48 20:48 20:48 

Carrick-on-Suir Treacy Park 20:50 20:50 20:50 

Notes 
   BE 55 - Connection with Bus Éireann Route 55 to Clonmel 

  JJK 717 - Connection with JJ Kavanagh Route 717 to and from Kilkenny, Dublin City & Airport 

 


