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Priority Junctions

Guiding principles

• Safety

• Different modes will need to interact at priority junctions and, utilising a 
safe system approach, the key will be to manage these interactions as 
safely as possible so that:

• the potential for conflict is minimised, and

• if collisions do occur, outcomes are as benign as possible.

• Directness

• Cycling requires physical effort, particularly starting from a stationary 
position, therefore the number of stops along cycle routes should be 
minimised to reduce the physical effort and delays and provide the most 
direct cycling experience.



Priority Junctions

• Priority junctions are the most common form of junction control, with the 
traffic on the minor road giving way to the traffic on the major road. 

Typically T-Junctions                 or                 Access Points
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Priority Junctions - Safety
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Priority Junctions - Safety



Priority Junctions - Visibility

Source: NACTO

Source: British Safety Council



Rules of the Road

• Vehicles do not have an automatic right of way 
on the road. The overriding rule is, in all 
circumstances, to proceed with caution. 

• You must always yield to: 
– pedestrians already crossing at a junction; 
– pedestrians on a zebra crossing; 
– pedestrians on a pelican crossing when the amber 

light is flashing; and 
– pedestrians and traffic when you are moving off from 

a stationary position (for example from your position 
at a stop sign or a parking space).

• To avoid doubt and in the interest of road safety, 
a vehicle should always yield to pedestrians.



Priority Junctions - Speed
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Junction Radius



Priority Junctions - Speed
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Junction Radius
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Junction Ramp
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Junction Ramp



Junction Ramp



Crossing Priority at Side Roads

Table 4.19:  Suggested Cycle Priority at Side Roads.



Crossing Priority at Side Roads



Crossing Setback
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Table 4.18:  Types of Crossing Setback.



Crossing Setback

• A full set back crossing located 5m from the 
road edge has a number of key advantages 
including: 
• improving the conflict angle so motorists 

have better visibility of crossing cyclists 
and cyclists are kept out of blind spots,

• provides additional deceleration space 
and reaction time for motorists,

• provides waiting space for cars to yield 
without blocking the cycle track or main 
road, and

• provides space to incorporate additional 
yield markings  if required between the 
crossing and main road. 

Does the cycle track need to be next to the 
carriageway at all?



Crossing Setback

• Key design elements include:

• Using continuous footpath and cycle track designs;

• Omitting corner radii and continuing road kerbs 

straight through the junction;

• Providing clear visual contrast between the 

carriageway and footpath/cycle track surfaces;

• Ensuring slow vehicle speeds through the junction; 

and

• Ensuring good visibility for all users.



Vehicle Priority

• Where there are high speeds and high volumes 
of turning vehicles, particularly HGV’s, 
consideration can be given to requiring cyclists 
to yield to traffic, its important to consider the 
following:

• Good visibility from the yield line to turning traffic;

• Providing a central refugee island so as the cyclists/ 

pedestrian is only crossing one lane at a time and can 

focus on one direction;

• These are unlikely to be appropriate where high 
volumes of cyclists are expected or where 
cyclists are expected to stop at numerous such 
junctions over a short length.



Side Road Access
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Side Road Access
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Entrances

Footpaths and Cycle lanes to remain level passing entrance with sharp rises for vehicles.



Entrances

Footpaths and Cycle lanes to remain level passing entrance with sharp rises for vehicles.
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Protected Junctions

• Protected priority junction layout has a 
number of key advantages including:

• Provides a dedicated space for cycling which 

caters for all cycle movements;

• Maintains segregation between all modes;

• Reduces crossing distances which minimises 

the potential for conflict with motorists; and

• Creates stacking space for cyclists waiting to 

cross.

https://maps.app.goo.gl/AXSWt8u7GrUFm95D8



Priority Square
https://maps.app.goo.gl/BGDkzEQDnWnMZ6SD9©Google
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