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Call for applications for an:
Active Travel Community Fund 2027

The National Transport Authority (NTA) is pleased to announce the establishment of an Active Travel Community Fund in 2027 and is opening applications to access this funding on 30th September 2026.

The Active Travel Community Fund enables organisations to apply for funding for programmes and/or schemes which supplement or complement the aims and objectives of the Government’s Active Travel programme, particularly in relation to increasing modal shift away from private car use towards walking and cycling. 
The proposed initiatives must contribute to the achievement of the objectives of the Active Travel programme which can be summarised as: 
· Encouraging Sustainable Transport: Promoting walking, cycling, and using non-motorized scooters as part of sustainable travel 
· Infrastructure Development: Investing in walking and cycling networks to enhance accessibility and connectivity  
· Climate Action Goals: Aligning with the objectives of the Government’s Climate Action Plan 
· Safety and Accessibility: Creating safer and more inclusive transport options for all ages and abilities
· Reducing Carbon Emissions: Supporting sustainable transport options to reduce transport-related carbon emissions 
The total amount available in the Fund for 2027 will be €1.5 million. Given that the fund may attract a wide range of applicants proposing very different projects the following criteria have been established to assess the applications. 
· Cost / Value for Money: Please note that staff costs are not eligible for funding and any funding that is provided must be spent and claimed within a single year. Assessment will consider the reasonableness of costs, anticipated reach, value for money and the scale of benefits relative to funding sought.
· Contribution to Active Travel and Climate Objectives: Marks will be awarded based on the extent to which proposals encourage walking, cycling or wheeling, support modal shift away from private car use, improve connectivity, contribute to climate action objectives and reduce transport-related emissions.
· Community Benefit, Engagement and Participation: Assessment of how the project delivers a demonstrated community need, contributes to community involvement in wider project development and delivery, partnerships with local groups, schools, sports clubs or disability organisations, volunteer participation and community ownership.
· Safety and Accessibility: How the project benefits people of all ages and abilities, including disabled users, older people and children, together with inclusive participation and the application of universal design principles.
· Innovation and Replicability: This criterion will assess innovative partnerships, behaviour-change initiatives, use of technology, communications and engagement methods, as well as the potential for projects to be replicated or scaled up elsewhere.
· Under-served Communities / Social Equity: Projects located in disadvantaged or under-served areas, for example rural locations, areas of higher deprivation or areas with limited existing active travel provision would be favoured 
Other mandatory criteria:
· The project and proposed expenditure must comply with the NTA Eligibility Guidelines 2024 (see Point 5 below);
· The project must be accessible and inclusive; and
· The project must support at least one Active Travel Programme objective.
If any of these requirements are not met, the application would be deemed ineligible and will not proceed to assessment.
The NTA operates using an online platform (PRS) that facilitates applications and claims for payments. To reduce the administrative burden on potential applicants, a shortened application form will be accepted for the purpose of shortlisting. A copy of the initial grant application form is shown in appendix A. If successful, the applicant will be set up on PRS for future engagements. 
Applications should review the NTAs requirements for grant funding in advance of making an application. These include:

1. Project Approval Guidelines -March 2024

As the funding and Approving Authority in relation to these projects, the NTA requires that these projects be delivered in accordance with the NTA Project Approval Guidelines March 2024 (PAGs), and any subsequent updates. In addition, it is a mandatory requirement that  Sponsoring Agencies (the applicants)  follow clear processes in relation to cost estimation, forecasting, reporting and cost management as set out in our Cost Management Guidelines These procedures are intended to assist both the delivery agency and the NTA to secure effective delivery of quality projects to an agreed scope, timeline and budget.  It is important that we ensure, and can demonstrate, that projects are well managed and deliver value for money.  

[bookmark: _Int_f3UKAt0s]Accordingly, release of funding for a project will be contingent upon that project adhering to the requirements set out in the above guidelines.  In particular, please note that expenditure against a project should not be incurred, and will not be recoupable, until the completed Grant Application Form (GAF) or Project Continuance Form (PCF) as appropriate has been received and acknowledged by the NTA via NTA’s Capital Grant Management System (PRS). 

Each applicant will be required to submit a grant application form. Depending on the type of project various documentation will be required in advance of funding being accessed e.g. options or design reports, tender reports demonstrating compliance with national procurement guidelines. At project completion a final report will be required. Metrics reporting on the proposed KPIs will be required twice a year at a minimum. 

Compliance with these guidelines can be an onerous activity for first time applicants. All Local Authorities have established Active Travel Teams that are engaged with this system and its requirements. Applicants are encouraged to make contact with these teams to understand the process. Local Authorities may support the project and in particular assist with the compliance of the PAGs. 


2. Gateway and Hold Point Approvals 

The deliverables required under the Project Approval Guidelines must be submitted to the NTA in advance of approval being sought for any Hold Point or Gateway as set out in the Project Approval Guidelines (PAGs) 2024 (and any subsequent updates). For Gateway Approvals the applicant will submit the agreed deliverables and seek the required gateway approvals via the NTAs PRS system. 

3. Cost Reporting

The NTA cost report templates are available to download on the cost management section of the NTA website. Cost reporting will be required on a quarterly basis at a minimum and may be required monthly depending on the proposed scheme 

4. Exchequer Funding Requirement

Circular 13/2014 “Management and Accountability for Grants from Exchequer Funds” from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform imposes certain obligations on grantees of Exchequer funding.  It is a condition of NTA funding that the requirements of Circular No. 13/2014 are fully complied with.

5. Eligibility Guidelines

Funding of these projects is also subject to the NTA’s Eligibility Guidelines 2024 and any future updates. Please note that staff costs are not recoverable under this fund. 

6. Active Travel - Accessibility

Applicants are advised that all infrastructure funded through the fund must be fully accessible for all. 

7. Project Reporting and Expenditure Management

As set out in the Project Approval Guidelines, the NTA requires a regular report to be submitted by the applicant in respect of the funded projects, covering progress, expenditure, timelines, and significant issues. This regular report is required at least two days in advance of the scheduled regular meeting (see below).

The NTA requires a frequent reporting to be submitted, in respect of the funded projects and is to include:

Please note that this Report is the primary communication reference between your organisation and the NTA in relation to schemes within the programme. The information within the monthly report will be used to respond to Departmental or public queries at a programme or project level by the NTA, accuracy of reporting is therefore essential.  

An Annual Metrics table, and Project Completion Reports as per the NTA template, must be provided to the NTA by the end of the year outlining projects completed during the year.  Project Completion Reports and Final Accounts must be uploaded to PRS along with other relevant deliverables to formally close out a project. 




8. Drawdown of Allocation

Successful applicants are required to drawdown their allocation throughout the year promptly once the liability has matured and the invoice has been issued for payment.

9. Regular Meeting

A regular meeting will be held with successful applicants to discuss the regular report, review progress, and to address any issues that have arisen on the NTA funded schemes; dates for these meetings will be agreed in advance. The meeting will also deal specifically with expenditure claimed in the previous month.

10. Publicity and Dissemination

All publicity, public consultation, press releases and other public dissemination related to these projects need to refer directly to the NTA’s funding.  The specific prior requirements for signage, logos, etc. should be discussed with the NTA at the regular meetings, before engaging in publicity. 

No press releases should be issued, or publicity/commemorative events held in relation to NTA funded schemes without the detail of such press release or publicity/commemorative event being agreed in advance with the NTA.

11. Audit Requirements 

The accuracy of all figures submitted by successful applicants e.g., grant claims, output data, details of own resources expenditure etc., is of the utmost importance.   These figures are used in providing progress reports for the Department of Transport, and others, and are also subject to audit.
 
The NTA can at any time carry out either a full onsite spot-check or a desk-check on active travel expenditure claimed.


12. Contacts 

Applicants should send their completed applications to info@nationaltransport.ie 

For queries related to this fund please contact info@nationaltransport.ie


Applications for funding will open on Wednesday 30th September 2026 and close on Wednesday 11th November 2026 (6 weeks after start date). Decisions on applications will be made in November/ December 2026 
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Appendix A: Community fund Application Form


1. Applicant: ______________________________________________	

1. Project Name: __________________________________________________	__	

1. Name of Project Manager _____________________________


1. Project Description and Full Description of Works Proposed 

A full and detailed description of the proposed project/ scheme is required. The description should include, but not be limited to, location, purpose, justification for and impact of scheme/ project. Please note that this section should specifically refer to the issue proposed to be solved, the objectives of the scheme, and the type of options to be considered and what the key performance indicators will be and how frequently they will be measured. 

All other relevant information available at the time of application for funding should be provided with this application.

Where relevant, all applications must be accompanied with a map clearly identifying the location and scale of the project.







1. Description of Project Benefits

An indicative list of project benefits should be provided including, but not limited to, local and strategic benefits.

All relevant information available at the time of application for funding should be provided with this application, including supporting documentation for any/all of the benefits listed and any supporting maps. 




1. Consistency with Plans

The application must demonstrate how it aligns with current objectives that include:

· Encouraging Sustainable Transport: Promoting walking, cycling, and using non-motorized scooters as part of sustainable travel. 
· Infrastructure Development: Aligning with investments in walking and cycling networks to enhance accessibility and connectivity.
· Climate Action Goals: Aiming to increase walking and cycling networks to contribute towards the goal of  50% of all journeys being made actively or via public transport by 2030, as part of the Government’s Climate Action Plan.
· Safety and Accessibility: Creating a safer and inclusive network for all ages and abilities, ensuring that 95% of people in urban areas are within 400 meters of the Active Travel Network.
· Reducing Carbon Emissions: Supporting sustainable transport options to reduce transport-related carbon emissions.




1. Please also identify the location of the project i.e., which area/region of a County in the State the project is located 

Location: ____________________________

1. Details of how the proposed project is consistent with relevant local statutory plans should be provided (if relevant).  

 






1. Financial Information

The application should clearly identify key indicative cost information. 
Please follow the NTA’s Cost Management Guidelines for Capital Projects.
It should be noted that should approval be granted, funding is solely secured for the current year. 


1. Indicative Overall Total Cost of Project/Programme (all phases)	€____________________
             (Please provide your best indicative estimate at this time)

1. Is this project part of a previous NTA funded project/programme? Yes / No
               If yes, NTA contribution to Date					€____________________
1. Has there been any co-funding/self-funding to date?	                 Yes / No
               If yes, co-funding/self-funding to date?				€____________________


               					
1. Funding Sought from NTA for 2027				€____________________
1. Co-funding/self-funding	for 2027 (if any)				€_____________________

All cost figures above should include irrecoverable VAT. 

Comments: Please comment on your key assumptions relating to the “Indicative Overall Total Cost of Project/Programme” provided. If NTA has contributed to date please advise which existing project/programme this was previously funded under.
Please advise of the source(s) of the co-funding/self-funding.

	




1. Statutory Approvals Status

The applicant must clearly state which Statutory Approvals (e.g. planning permission), if any, are required for the progress of the project. If no Statutory Approvals are required this must be stated. 

If any of the Statutory Approvals have been granted prior to this application being submitted, this must be indicated in the application and evidence of the approval(s) must be supplied along with the application.


1. Contact Persons

	
	Project Implementation
	Project Administration
	Financial Approvals Officer
	Other

	Name
	
	
	
	

	Title
	
	
	
	

	Phone
	
	
	
	

	Email
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