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Kildare Commuter Bus Service Revisions Background and Rationale for Proposed Changes

As part of our ongoing service monitoring and review process, the National Transport Authority has carried out a review of the Kildare Commuter bus services. In November 2019; Go-Ahead Ireland commenced operation of Kildare Commuter corridor bus services on behalf of the National Transport Authority. The levels of service and coverage on the Kildare corridor have grown since its introduction in response to both a growing population and changes to the patterns of travel demand along the corridor. 
There are now several routes and route variations serving the corridor; however, these can be broadly classified as two corridors; the 120 and the 126.
120 Corridor
The 120 corridor operates between Edenderry, Prosperous, Clane, Celbridge and Dublin, including:
· 120 Edenderry – Prosperous – Celbridge – Clane – Dublin
· 120A Edenderry – Prosperous – Clane – Celbridge – Dublin – UCD
· 120B Newbridge – Prosperous – Clane – Celbridge – Dublin
· 120C Enfield – Edenderry – Rhode – Daingean – Ballinagar – Tullamore
· 120D Enfield – Edenderry – Daingean – Ballinagar – Tullamore
· 120E Edenderry – Prosperous – Clane – Dublin
· 120F Newbridge – Prosperous – Clane – Dublin
· 120X Edenderry – Prosperous – Clane – Dublin
126 Corridor
The 126 corridor operates between Rathangan, Kildare, Newbridge, Naas, Kill and Dublin, including;
· 125 Newbridge – Naas – Crumlin Hospital – Dublin – UCD
· 126 Rathangan – Kildare – Newbridge – Naas – Kill – Dublin
· 126A Rathangan – Kildare – Japanese Gardens – Newbridge – Naas – Kill – Dublin
· 126B Rathangan – Kildare – Japanese Gardens – Suncroft – Newbridge– Naas – Kill – Dublin
· 126D Kildare – Japanese Gardens – Suncroft – Newbridge – Naas – Kill – Dublin – DCU
· 126E Rathangan – Kildare – Newbridge – Naas – Kill – Dublin
· 126N Dublin – Kill – Naas – Newbridge (3.20am Saturday/Sunday morning)
· 126T Rathangan – Kildare – Japanese Gardens – Newbridge – Naas – Kill – Tallaght – Dublin
· 126U Kildare – Newbridge– Naas – Kill – Dublin – UCD (Sunday Only arriving 9.10pm)
· 126X Rathangan – Newbridge – Dublin
A third corridor (the 130) operates between Athy, Naas and Dublin.
Since 2020, passenger numbers on the corridor have doubled—from approximately 1.2 to 2.4 million journeys per year. This highlights both the growing demand for transport on the Kildare corridor and the usefulness of the services.
The population of County Kildare grew by 11% between 2016 and 2025. Large towns such as Naas–Sallins, Kildare, Maynooth, Enfield, and Clane have also experienced significant growth in the last 10 years. This rapid growth has contributed to increased traffic volumes and congestion, especially around major towns and along key routes into Dublin City.
Given the success of the network to date, the continued growth along the corridor and rising congestion, a review the network is timelt. The primary objectives are to simplify the network and increase capacity by focusing resources on core alignments to:
· Improve the legibility of services and timetables
· Meet punctuality and reliability targets in the face of rising demand and congestion
· Provide additional capacity to meet current and future demand
As part of this process, in a small number of cases, infrequent direct services are proposed to be replaced with more regular services where interchange is required for certain journeys. This allows us to offer higher-frequency, higher-capacity services throughout the day.
Below is a summary of the proposed changes for the corridor.
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Proposed Changes

120 Corridor:
· Introduction of a new route 128 operating between Prosperous, Sallins, Sandyford, and UCD at peak times on weekdays. This service will connect the existing 120 corridor to both the Luas Red and Green lines, as well as Dublin orbital routes W2, W4, W6, and S8. The new alignment is designed to maximise access to key employment hubs across south Dublin. This service will replace the current 120A route to UCD. Existing 120A departures will be integrated into route 120 and will terminate in Dublin city centre.
· Routes 120C and 120D to be renamed as route 121 and enhanced with some departures extended to Maynooth. This extension will improve connectivity with commuter rail services and provide direct access to Maynooth University.
· Additional departures to be introduced on route 120X to improve journey times and enhance connectivity between Edenderry and Dublin. These enhancements will better accommodate commuter demand and reduce travel times during peak periods.
126 Corridor:
· We proposed that there would be a single core alignment for route 126 between Dublin, Naas, Newbridge, Kildare, and Rathangan, with all services operating via the Curragh, Brownstown, Maddenstown, the Japanese Gardens, and Grey Abbey View. Existing route variants — 126a, 126b, 126d, and 126e — will be consolidated into the 126 alignment. As part of the route standardisation, services will no longer serve DCU directly. Passengers wishing to travel to DCU will need to transfer onto the high frequency City bus network.
· Introduction of a 24-hour service, 7 days a week on route 126 between Dublin, Naas, and Newbridge.
· Introduction of a new route 127 operating between Newbridge, Naas, Tallaght, Sandyford, and UCD. This service will connect the existing 126 corridor to both the Luas Red and Green lines, as well as Dublin orbital routes W2, W4, W6, and S8. Similar to route 128, this new alignment will maximise access to key employment hubs across south Dublin. Route 127 will replace existing services 125 and 126T.
· Introduction of a new TFI Local Link route 893 between Kildare and Newbridge, designed to serve Suncroft, where the local road network is unsuitable for the future intercity bus fleet. This new service will offer improved frequency and a more useful timetable, with approximately five departures per day in each direction, 7 days a week. Early morning and evening services will be included for commuting connections to Dublin.
130 Corridor:
· Route 130 is proposed to be enhanced by extending the shorter services between Athy and Naas to Sallins Station, providing direct connections to rail services. Existing departures to Dublin on route 130/130A will be retained and renumbered as route 130X. All services will operate via Sallins Road in Naas, introducing a new Dublin-bound connection for the substantial residential population along this corridor.
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Figure 1: Map of Proposed Kildare Commuter Bus Corridor Network
Overall, the proposed network provides for a 10% increase in service levels throughout the day when compared to the current network.
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A consultation on the proposed network was carried out between 8 December, 2025 to 10 January, 2026. The consultation was hosted on the National Transport Authorities consultation portal at:
Kildare Commuter Bus Service Revisions | National Transport Authority Consultation Portal
Based on 213 submissions received in relation to the proposed revised Kildare Commuter Bus Service, respondents broadly welcomed the proposed network redesign, increased frequencies and new travel opportunities. Respondents also highlighted concerns around the existing network. 
Observations on Existing Network:
The key concerns with the existing network were:
Capacity and Crowding: 
Respondents highlighted ongoing issues of passengers being left behind at stops during peak periods, single deck buses operating during busy periods and full buses departing Dublin before reaching key stops during the evening.
Reliability and Journey Times:
Respondents noted that congestions on the N7 and N4, undermines the reliability of the existing services, highlighting a lack of bus lanes on the N7/N4 and bus priority measures in Naas and Newbridge. Some felt that stops were too closely spaced which also added to delays.
Observations on the Network Proposals:
In considering the proposals respondents highlighted the following key positives: 
· Overall respondents strongly supported investment in the Kildare Commuter bus network and improved frequencies to address capacity concerns.
· The introduction of 24-hour service on the 126 corridor, in particular for healthcare, retail and hospitality workers and students. It was also highlighted that this would lead to a reduced dependence on the private car and taxis for social and leisure trips.
· Strong support was expressed for new direct services from Newbridge and Naas to Tallaght, Sandyford and UCD with many citing major access to major employment centres and hospitals as a key benefit. Many felt that the current service configuration is too ‘city-centre focussed’ so welcomed orbital travel options.
· Many respondents were supportive of the simplification of existing route variations (in particular on the 126 corridor). They felt the proposed network will be easier to understand and use.
In considering the proposals respondents highlighted the following key concerns:
· There was opposition to the proposed removal of direct services to DCU (126D). Respondents highlighted that this could lead to increased travel time for students, equity concerns with direct services to UCD being retained and the potential for negative impacts on access to education and a potential increase in car reliance. 
· Many noted the lack of dedicated local town bus services in Sallins, Naas and Newbridge and argued that commuter services fulfilling local public transport needs, undermines the attractiveness of the service.
· Some suggested that the proposed amendments focussed on routing changes and simplification rather than the key issue of adding peak time capacity.
A number of respondents also requested some additional service improvements:
· More express services on each alignment.
· The extension of route 126 to Monasterevin and the extension of 24-hour services beyond Newbridge to Kildare Town and Monasterevin.
Respondents also took the opportunity to highlight broader concerns with the wider TFI public transport network in the region:
· Frequent requests were made for enhanced fare integration across bus, rail and LUAS services as well as Leap fare capping and improved interchange arrangements, in particular at rail stations.
· Respondents also highlighted a perceived need for better public transport access to hospitals and healthcare facilities and improved accessibility for people with disabilities.
· Some noted the need for additional shelters, crossings and bus stop infrastructure in growing residential areas in Kildare.
· The need for dedicated town bus services in Sallins, Naas and Newbridge.
These concerns were noted and will be addressed through the Next Generation Ticketing (NGT), New Town Services and the Bus Stop Enhancement programmes. 
Overall Conclusion
Having reviewed all submissions in the context of the overall objectives of the proposed network changes we have determined that:
1. A dominant message was that addressing capacity, reliability and journey time issues on the current network is a key priority for respondents and will be a key determinant in the success of the proposed network. Overall respondents strongly support investment in the Kildare commuter network which will deliver additional capacity on the corridor.
1. The introduction of 24-hour services on the 126 and new orbital services on the network were seen as key benefits of the proposal.
1. In general, respondents felt that the proposed network would be easier to use and understand.
1. Respondents felt that journey time and reliability issues could be addressed through bus priority measures on the N4/N7 and in key towns along routes. Some suggested that less reliance on commuter services for local public transport connections would also improve journey times.
1. Many would like to see the network extended further including to Monasterevin.
1. The removal of direct services to DCU was a key issue for many respondents who pointed to equity and access to education issues.
Data Classification: Public
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Outcome and Next Steps
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Outcome
The overall sentiment of the feedback received (Points 1-3 above) was that the proposed network changes would make a positive contribution to achieving the objectives of the network review. In relation to Point 4, while bus priority infrastructure was outside the scope of this review, the feedback was noted and was referred to the relevant teams to explore potential options with the appropriate road authorities.
Some key concerns were also highlighted:
In relation to the further extension of the commuter bus network to Monasterevin (point 5), this suggestion was further explored following feedback received during the consultation. However, it was ultimately ruled out as the proposed services between Kildare and Newbridge would operate via the Curragh and would not provide the most direct routing for Monasterevin. Monasterevin is already served by the commercially operated Route 726, which provides a more direct and frequent connection to Newbridge, Naas, and the Red Cow Luas. Both of these locations offer a wide range of onward public transport connections, including services to Dublin city centre, Tallaght, Sandyford and UCD. As a result, it was considered that the greatest benefit would be achieved by strengthening connections through the nearby transport hubs of Newbridge and Naas rather than extending the proposed network to Monasterevin.
In relation to the removal of direct services to DCU (point 6 above), a further review and analysis as undertaken. Currently, there is one Monday to Friday journey between Newbridge and DCU via Naas (Route 126d), with a single return journey operating in the evening as Route 126. The journey time between Bachelor's Walk and DCU is approximately 25 minutes in each direction. However, a wide range of Dublin city bus services already provide frequent connections between the city centre and DCU with an approximate journey time of 30mins.
Having considered alternative options, the NTA has decided to proceed with the withdrawal of the 126d. The approximately one-hour round trip required to operate this extension at peak time represents an inefficient use of resources on a corridor where capacity is currently constrained. By withdrawing this section of route, additional capacity can be provided on the core Dublin, Naas and Newbridge corridor while still maintaining public transport access to DCU through existing city bus connections.

Next Steps
Taking account of all the feedback received, we will now work with Go Ahead Ireland to finalise the new Kildare Commuter Bus timetables. We expect to introduce the new timetables in 2 phases commencing in February 2027 with phase 2 planned to start in August 2027. 
Details of the new timetables will be published in advance including advice to passengers on specific changes. Passenger information systems will also be updated. 


Phase 1 - February 2027
From February 2027, as part of phase 1, new 120, 126, and 130 Corridor timetables will be introduced. 
The new 126 timetables will:
· Improve peak-time frequencies on route 126 and increase the use of high-capacity vehicles on the busiest departures. The rollout of additional high-capacity vehicles will take place throughout 2027, meaning these improvements will be delivered on a phased basis.
· Introduce the single core alignment for route 126 between Dublin, Naas, Newbridge, Kildare, and Rathangan. All services operating beyond Newbridge will follow a consistent routing via Ballymany, the Curragh, Brownstown, Maddenstown, the Japanese Gardens, Grey Abbey View and onwards to Kildare and Rathangan. The 126x variant to Newbridge and Rathangan will be retained.
· Existing route variants 126a, 126b, 126d, and 126e will be consolidated into the above 126 and 126x alignments.
· Services will no longer serve DCU directly. Passengers wishing to travel to DCU will need to transfer onto the high frequency City bus network (more detail on options will be provided closer to introduction of the new timetables)
· Introduce of a 24-hour service, 7 days a week on route 126 between Dublin, Naas, and Newbridge with overnight departures tailored to travel demand in each direction. Overnight services will operate only between Dublin and Newbridge. Passengers for Kildare will be able to interchange with route 726 for onward night connections.
· Introduce a new route 127 operating between Newbridge, Naas, Tallaght, Sandyford, and UCD at peak times. This service will connect the existing 126 corridor to both the Luas Red and Green lines, as well as Dublin orbital routes W2, W4, W6, and S8. Route 127 will replace existing services 125 and 126T.
· Introduce a new TFI Local Link Route 893 between Kildare and Newbridge, serving Suncroft, Nurney, and Cut Bush. The route will operate up to seven departures per day in each direction, seven days a week, including early morning and late evening journeys timed to connect with rail services where possible. As part of the proposed introduction of a single Route 126 alignment between Newbridge and Kildare, Route 893 will also assume responsibility for serving Green Road in Newbridge.
The new 120 timetables will:
· Improve peak-time frequencies on 120 and 120x and increase the use of high-capacity vehicles on the busiest departures. The rollout of additional high-capacity vehicles will take place throughout 2027, meaning these improvements will be delivered on a phased basis.
· Simplify the alignment of Route 120 between Dublin and Edenderry. Variants 120a and 120e will be incorporated into the core 120 timetable, while the 120f will be incorporated into the 120b timetable. As a result, all services to Dublin will operate via a single, clear and consistent routing to the Docklands. Passengers travelling to or from Townsend Street, Westland Row, Merrion Square, Adelaide Road, and Donnybrook, which are currently served by some journeys on these variants, will need to interchange to complete their journey.
· Variants 120b and 120x will be retained, while variants 120c and 120d will remain in operation until Phase 2 of the network changes in August 2027. To maintain a direct link to UCD, one Route 120 departure from the city centre will continue to operate to UCD until the introduction of Route 128 in summer 2027.
On route 130/130a, departures to Dublin will be retained and renumbered as route 130X. All services will operate via Sallins Road in Naas.
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Figure 2: Map of Phase 1 of Proposed Kildare Commuter Bus Corridor Network
Phase 2 - August 2027
In August 2027, as part of phase 2, further changes to the 120, 126, and 130 Corridor timetables will be introduced. 
· Routes 120c and 120d will be consolidated into one alignment, route 121, with selected trips extended from Enfield to Maynooth.
· Route 130 will be enhanced through the extension of short workings between Athy and Naas to Sallins Station, providing direct connections with rail services. The timetable will also be improved, with 13 daily departures between Sallins and Athy, an increase of eight compared with the current five departures. The enhancement will include the introduction of a new southbound journey from Naas to Athy arriving before 9:00am.
· Route 128 will operate between Prosperous, Sallins, Sandyford, and UCD at peak times on weekdays. This service will connect the existing 120 corridor to both the Luas Red and Green lines, as well as Dublin orbital routes W2, W4, W6, and S8. The new alignment is designed to maximise access to key employment hubs across south Dublin. This service will replace the extension of the 120 to UCD. This will break the direct link between Celbridge and UCD on route 120, but passengers can use Dublin Bus Express services X27 and X28 as an alternative which also run to UCD on a similar alignment at a much greater frequency.
When Stage 1 and Stage 2 are complete, there will be a 10% increase in service levels throughout the day when compared to the current network We anticipate that the new timetables will deliver an easier to use and more efficient and effective bus service for commuters in Kildare and have significant benefits for customers travelling on the service. The proposed changes also ensure that buses are deployed where they are needed most – on the core routes between Kildare and the city centre, increasing the capacity and reliability of the service.
We will monitor and evaluate the impact of the service changes to ensure that they are delivering the outcomes that we anticipate.
We would like to sincerely thanks all respondents who engaged with the public consultation process.
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Figure 3: Map of Kildare Commuter Bus Corridor Network after Phase 2

Appendix 
Consultation Submissions



Submissions Summary
Between 8/12/2025 to 10/01/2026, the public were able to submit feedback on the proposed alterations via the NTA consultation portal.
A total of 213 submissions on this consultation were received. These submissions can be viewed at:
Kildare Commuter Bus Service Revisions | National Transport Authority Consultation Portal
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